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Donations
Membership dues supply the General Fund and
pay the basic expenses of running the CAOA and
publishing the News Caster.
OFFICERS

We also have several mission specific funds
which are sustained by member contributions.
Donations to any of these funds are appreciated,
help fulfill the CAOA’s mission, and are tax
deductible.

Interim
President

Diane Kuster
64111 Town Creek
Elm City, NC 27822

Vice
President

Edward (Ed) Castor
2122 E. Broadway St
Logansport, IN 46947-2049

Membership Questions
Membership Dues

Secretary

Interim
Treasurer

Archive
Coordinator
Lineage Questions

Editor

Bruce Caster
14 Longwood Dr
Loudonville, NY 1211-1202

Funds
General Fund – funded by membership dues, this
fund allows us to maintain a website, publish the
News Caster, and pay for other business
expenses.
Gaylord B. Castor Research Fund – a fund set up
as a bequest by the estate of Gaylord B. Castor,
one of CAOA’s founders. It is used to fund
research.

Leo Heinl
Publications Fund – this fund is used for
2815 Waterview Dr
producing all CAOA publications except for the
Apt. #1712
newsletter and directory.
Grand Prairie, TX 75050-0621
News Caster – although the newsletter is funded
by the General Fund, any donations designated
APPOINTED POSITIONS
for the News Caster allows use of the General
Barbara (BarB) Andrews
Fund for other purposes.
19627 West Huron Land
DNA Fund – established in 2006, the DNA Fund
Buckeye, AZ 85326
is used for testing and DNA related activities.
The use of DNA testing has been a great help in
Kenneth (Ken) Custer
definitively identifying ancestor lines and often
15804 Cedar Elm Ter
validates the paper trail.
Land O Lakes, FL 34638
custerk@aol.com

Website
Coordinator

Ed Castor

DNA Project
Coordinator

BarB Andrews

Publications
Manager

Ed Castor

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
NEW MEMBER ………….. $20.00
RENEWALS ……………… $15.00
CONTRIBUTING ………... $25.00
GIFT MEMBERSHIP ……. $20.00
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Newsletter
Membership Directory
Access to Private Member’s Mail List
Access to ‘Members Only’ CAOA website
Access to Archives

Board Members
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A Message from the President
Dear CAOA Members,
Our association continues to stand up quite well to
the many changes that are always taking place in
the genealogy world. While our membership
numbers have declined due to members who no
longer are performing research because of age,
death of a member or just a lack of interest we are
still doing well but we could be doing better. We
have 111 members and we are probably at an alltime low in numbers.
Our Vice President, Ed Castor, is also our
membership person. It’s Ed’s job to actively
pursue members however I truly believe that this
job does not belong to one person but to all
members.
A simple mention of the Castor Association of
America (CAOA) at a family reunion or at an
archive or library might bring a query of the
person. A person just might walk up to you and
ask,
“What is CAOA and its purpose?” Now,
that’s when you’re actively recruiting. Point the
person to our website…www.caoa-genes.org and
right to the membership page. Point out how easy
it is print out the membership page and mail it in
with their check. Show them the advantages of
becoming a member of our society. Show them
what it means to have the surname Caster,
Castor, Custer, Gerster, Kaster, Kastor,
Keister, Kester, Kiester, Kistard, Koester,
Koster, Kuester, Kuster, Kustard, or Kusterd
and all of its variants. We’re an exclusive group
of people because of these surnames….everyone
wants to be a part of an exclusive group and that’s
why all of us share in the job of promoting our
society and getting members.
Our Treasurer, Leo Heinl, probably has the easiest
job of all. I equate Leo’s job to a scene in one of
the Little Rascals episodes (yes, showing my age
here as kids today have no idea who the Rascals
are). In the scene the one boy said he wanted to
become a streetcar conductor because of all the
dimes and nickels he would be collecting. Well,
that’s
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that’s what Leo does…he receives and deposits all
funds relating to membership, book sales and
donations and keeps track of the same. He writes
the occasional check to reimburse our publications
chair (Ed Castor – the man wears a lot of hats for
us) for the printing and mailing of our newsletter
and membership directory and the yearly cost for
our website hosting. Leo also pays the bill for
where our archives and library are stored. I want
to make one point here….Leo’s job, like all
positions within our society, is an important one.
Without someone to properly manage our finances
and point out any issues we would not exist.
Bruce Castor is our Secretary and is responsible
for recording our meetings and then disseminating
the minutes to the board and the editor for
inclusion in our newsletter. Taking the minutes of
a meeting is not an easy thing to do especially
when our board meetings are held via conference
call. You have to be a really good listener and I
feel it’s harder to take notes over a phone than in
person but to Bruce’s credit he has done an
amazing and very accurate job in taking those
notes. So maybe Bruce has the easiest job of
all?!?!? Well I’ll let you decide because again
none of these jobs are easy!
Our News Caster Editor, past President Ken
Custer, is always looking for more articles and
pictures to include in our newsletter. The position
of editor is a tough one, I personally think by far
the hardest in most if not all societies. It is not the
job of the editor to write the newsletter but to
receive articles, snippets of information, pictures
and anything of relevance to the CAOA and
genealogy. It is the job of the editor to take this
information, edit it for grammar and spelling and
at times question the authenticity of the
information and occasionally rewrite portions for
better readability. Please do not ask the editor and
force him into an agreement to send content back
to you that he may have modified for your
approval.
All newspapers, magazines and
newsletters, etc. have some form of an editor.
Essentially by asking for final approval you might
hold up publication.
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Ken and all editors before him have always
begged for articles. I know many of you say that
you’re not a writer or no one wants to read my
story. This is not an excuse! Everybody has a
story to tell from your personal genealogy to
witnessing a historical event or where you were
when an important event took place or happened.
If you need help in putting your thoughts into
words let the board know. Jot down your
memories and let’s get them onto paper. Or take
an old fangled tape recorder and record them. I
have a tape recorder where I can take the tape and
transcribe it for publication. Need tapes…I still
have some laying around that I’d be happy to mail
you. I’m sure there are many in our group who
would love to assist in gathering your oral history!
Everyone plays a part in history whether you
realize it or not.
The fact of the matter is our membership is a
comparatively older one and that’s pretty much the
norm in genealogy. Many of you are from what is
termed The Greatest Generation and sadly you’re
dwindling fast. Think of what all you’ve seen in
the past and how it may have impacted your life.
Think about the games that you played as a child
that are no longer in vogue and what your
grandchildren think about them and how they
laugh (mostly at you!) when you describe the
things you did at their age. The bottom line is
everyone has a story to tell…that’s history or
His/Her Story!

One other position that I would like to postulate
on is that of our Archive Coordinator. BarB
Andrews has effectively managed and maintained
our archives for quite some time now. Some of
the society’s archives are stored at her home and
the rest along with our library is in storage near
BarB. As our coordinator BarB is responsible for
culling information for our membership upon
request. Best of all BarB continues to scan our
archives to ready them for your use.
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requests have tremendously dwindled. At this
time the library is still available to our
membership so please don’t hesitate to reach out
to BarB if you need to borrow a book. She can
supply you with the details needed to have one
ordered and shipped.
As you can see from the above these are the
members who are performing all of the work for
our society. Five people doing the work of many.
There are a couple behind-the-scenes who assist
with the archives but the bulk of the work is done
by our wonderful volunteers above. In the coming
months I will work with our board and
chairpersons to determine where we need help and
I’ll be asking for that help in future newsletters!
The last area of business that I want to address is
what I need to do better and ensure happens by the
end of the year. Some of the improvements that I
need to make and ensure happen are:
Election of officers – we have not had an
election in several years and that needs to happen
every two years
Yearly meeting – as a non-profit
organization we are supposed to hold a yearly
meeting with our membership – since we no
longer hold annual reunions we need a way to
hold a meeting with our membership
Newsletter – helping our editor get the
material he needs so we can get our newsletter
published and out to our members four times a
year
Archives – our archives are in storage and
I would like to get us into the digital age fully
Library – come to a decision on whether to
continue the library or part with it in some way,
shape or form – we have had approximately one
request per year so I feel it’s really no longer an
integral part of our society and it’s time to move
on
Improve our website to allow you to renew
your membership online, access our archives and
securely store all of our financial, membership and
other documentation
(continued on page 5)

BarB is also our Librarian and handles any
requests for books to be mailed out to our
members. Over time this is one area where
requestsXXXV, Issue 1/2
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Better reporting of financials and other
areas of CAOA business
Some of the above will take some time but I
resolve to do my utmost best to make all of this
happen and to work with our board and
chairpersons to move things along.
Your
comments and suggestions are always welcome
but more importantly your help and assistance in
making some of this happen would be greatly
appreciated.
And in closing, some great news regarding the
CAOA quilt. The quilt has sat in storage for a
long time. At our last board meeting a unanimous
vote was taken to return the quilt to Ken Custer
and he will be donating it to a museum where it
can be displayed for all to see. It was Ken’s late
Mom who put the majority of time and effort into
getting the quilt made. It deserves a much better
place than sitting in a storage bin for no one to see.
Hopefully soon Ken can give us an update as to
where the quilt’s new home is!

Ken and all editors before him have always
begged for articles. I know many of you say that
you’re not a writer or no one wants to read my
story. This is not an excuse! Everybody has a
story to tell from your personal genealogy to
witnessing a historical event or where you were
when an important event took place or happened.
If you need help in putting your thoughts into
words let the board know. Jot down your
memories and let’s get them onto paper. Or take
an old fangled tape recorder and record them. I
have a tape recorder where I can take the tape and
transcribe it for publication. Need tapes…I still
have some laying around that I’d be happy to mail
you. I’m sure there are many in our group who
would love to assist in gathering your oral history!
Everyone plays a part in history whether you
realize it or not.

Send to

Ken Custer
custerk@aol.com
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Greetings From Ken Custer, Editor
My, how time flies when you’re having
fun… Who would have ever thought that I would
ever volunteer to become The News Caster editor?
As a long time CAOA member including being a
past librarian and president, I accepted the job as
editor. As with any similar organization, the
success and future depends on volunteers.

Sacramento, CA, is where my genealogical
research actually began. I remember having to
wait weeks and even month for the census records
on microfiche to arrive. “Those were the Days My
Friend” …

I have witnessed the CAOA evolve into the
21st Century and for the most part, the Internet has
become a necessity whether we like it or not. I
can remember back when I decided to just “jump
in the deep end” and my computer knowledge and
skills continue to be a “work in progress.”

I have relied on one of my maternal
grandmother’s favorite sayings, “… just try eating
the apple one bite at a time…” Looking back, I
I have decided to share some of the pages
realize how much I missed out on. For instance,
(links) from our CAOA website to demonstrate
when I first began my genealogical research way
just how far we’ve evolved over the years.
back in 1972, I had to do all of the research by
“Google” has become my best and most reliable
hand _ sent out the blank pedigree charts to all of
friend (search engine) on the Internet. No matter
my relatives asking the to fill them out and (snail)
what I’m looking for, I can pretty much find it via
mail back to me. As I began to gather more
www.google.com …
information, I discovered that most of the local
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Churches have their
The CAOA website provides our members
own genealogical library. The volunteers there
with an incredible amount of information and
were so helpful and I found out later from a
data. As CAOA president, I was one of first
Mormon friend of mine that they are pleasantly
members to donate my DNA sample which helped
surprised whenever a non-Mormon happens to
to prove our lineage to Paulus Kuster (PK.0
walk in asking for help. The LDS church in
Paulus Kuster 1644-c1706).
It still amazes me
Sacramento, CA is where my
genealogical
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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that seventeen (17) years later, just how valuable
DNA is to genealogical research.
A portion of this issue is an attempt to
share with our current membership, especially
those who are not aware of the enormous amount
of information that is available to our members
just a “click” away.
The cover page is merely a mirror image of
our CAOA homepage. Each one of the following
topics listed below is a link that takes you to that
page. The Internet has provided the tools that
allow us to share any/all pieces of genealogical
data (like our CAOA website) to all of its
members with the proper authorized access. For
us older members, this is like discovering gold.
Unfortunately, we have only scratched the surface
because we have not yet had enough dedicated
volunteers to assist in transferring our incredible
amount of valuable archived data from paper to an
electronic medium.
The enlargement to the right is nothing
more than an electronic “Table of Contents” that
allows you to enter a specific area/topic without
having to search the entire CAOA website. Many
of our current members who are familiar with the
Internet have not even taken the time to go
through our CAOA website and discover how
much is actually there for our benefit. For
instance, one thing I was not aware of was that all
of our previous News Caster issues are available
to view and/or download within the “Members”
link.
I realize that this is only a sample of what
is available but maybe it will encourage each of
you to take some time to check it out. If nothing
else, it should give you broader appreciation of
how much work has already been done by a few
volunteers for our members. It also illustrates that
we could do even more if only more members
would volunteer to help. If you think you might
be interested in helping, please contact one of our
current board members.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the Index to Custer Genealogies by Chester Custer link:
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

The Descendants of Paulus and Gertrude
Kusters has been a lifeline for most of us who
are descendants of Paulus and Gertrude
Kusters. It is often referred to as The Blue
Book. Jean White was one of those dedicated
CAOA pioneers whose hard work will help
other genealogists for many generations to
come.
Krefeld Immigrants, a publication devoted to
information about the families who came to
Germantown, PA in the late 1600’s, is
published twice a year (Spring & Fall) by Links
Genealogy Publications, 8125 Arroyo Vista,
Sacramento, CA 95823-5935. Cost $17 per
calendar year.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

The Castor Association of America
Bylaws
ARTICLE I.
General Provisions
Section 1
The purpose of the Association is educational, through the promotion, discovery and preservation of
genealogy and history.
Section 2
The fiscal year of the Association shall end at midnight on December 31st of each hear.
ARTICLE II.
Functions of the association
Section 1
The Association will publish and circulate to its members an informative newsletter that is well
documented in a timely manner.
Section 2
The Association will assist members and other parties in supporting events to promote the genealogical
research.
Section 3
The Board shall meet annually to conduct Association business.
ARTICLE III.
Membership
Section 1
Membership is open to all that have an interest in genealogy or history.
Section 2
The Board shall establish membership dues.
Section 3
The newsletter shall be sent to each member.

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Continued…

ARTICLE IV.
Officers
Section 1

The President shall establish a nominating committee to identify members willing to serve as officers of
the Association.
Section 2
The association will notify all members in a timely manner by mail at their last known address of the
upcoming election and the slate of officers.
Section 3
The following Officers shall be elected for a two-year period. The Term of elected Officers shall begin on
July 1st of the even year, and Expire on June 30th of the even year.

1. The President will conduct and oversee all business of the Association.
2. The Vice President will work closely with the President and be able to take over the duties of
president should the President not be able to do so.
3. The Recording Secretary will keep the minutes of the Board, and General Meeting and
summary report of the General Meeting in the newsletter following such meeting.
4. The Treasurer will establish accounting practices and policies, and supervise the receipt and
distributing of funds and the accounting. An annual accounting is to be published in the first
newsletter of the following fiscal year.
Section 4
Any vacancy occurring among the officers and Trustees may be filled for the unexpired portion of the
term by a selection made by the majority of the Board.
Section 5
The Executive Board shall consist of the Officers and the appointed positions of Editor and Archive
Coordinator, and will meet once a year. They will confer an any other time necessary to the interests of
the Association.
The following Positions shall be appointed as needed.
1. The Editor will publish the newsletter.
2. The Archive Coordinator will oversee the genealogical information and maintain the
archives.
Section 6
All business and elections will be held at the yearly Meeting with those present deciding the issues by
majority vote. Any item for business may be submitted from the floor, or from any member not in
attendance by means of a written communication to the Recording Secretary prior to the yearly meeting.
Any item submitted for business must be seconded from the floor.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Page 13

March/June 2017

The

News Caster

Publication of The Castor Association of America (CAOA)

Continued…

ARTICLE VI.
Amendments
Section 1

These Bylaws may be supplanted, amended, or repealed by the Affirmative vote of a majority of the
members casting a vote. All members in good standing will be offered the opportunity to vote.
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Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Page 15

link:

March/June 2017

The

News Caster

Publication of The Castor Association of America (CAOA)

Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Page 16

link:

March/June 2017

The

News Caster

Publication of The Castor Association of America (CAOA)

Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Page 17

link:

March/June 2017

The

News Caster

Publication of The Castor Association of America (CAOA)

Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

Can anyone
guess who
this is?

Click here (samples on
next page)

Ballard, Sharon
4000 Cemetery Rd #66
Noble, OK 73068

Kaster, Randy
6970 Alabama Ln
Adger, AL 35006

sballard091@gmail.com

mrkaster@sbcglobal.net

Bresnahan, Iona
15422 Neece St.
Westminster, CA 92683

Keister, Dennis
3219 Spring Manor
Kingswood, TX 77345

ibresnahan@socal.rr.com

dnkeister@Hotmail.com

Caster, David Peter
18143 Ahmerst Dr.
Aurora, CO 80013

Perry, Patricia (Castor)
10408 Ravenswood Rd.
Granbury, TX 76049

careerrestart@Hotmail.com

pcperry@charter.net

Comp, Carol
Porter, Mary Lou
5633 N.W. 121st Cir
2290 Stanton Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73162 Franklinville, NJ 08322

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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carolcomp@gmail.com

mlporter342@yahoo.com

Connors, Marcia
3469 W. Marsh St.
Fayetteville, AR 72704

Sawmiller, Jane
308 E. O’Connor Ave
Lima, OH 45801

marciacon1@gmail.com

jas@wcoil.com

Gabriel, Eric A.
5039 W. Dakin St.
Chicago, IL 60641

Small, James E.
3305 Arthur Dr.
Ruston, LA 71270

Eric.Gabriel@outlook.com

jesmall@suddenlink.com

Kaster, Paula
134 W. 600 N.
Shelbyville, IN 46176

Vera, Susan
P. O. Box 3640
Winter Park, CO 80482

paula@kascomfg.com

svarra@comcast.net
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

MEMBERSHIP

link:
Continued…
Lineage Sheet(s)

Membership Application

Membership Renewal Form
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

Click here
Click here
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

(SAMPLE)
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

The CAOA is totally dependent on its
members volunteering their time. Please
consider helping out any way you can.
We especially need people who have
basic computer skills and are willing to
work with the project coordinator with
such things as transferring archived
documents to electronic medium. Those
of us who have been with CAOA for
several decades are in need of “passing
the baton” to the younger members. We
have an enormous amount of material
that needs to be preserved in an
electronic format.
There are always new projects being
generated by our members and we are
open to anyone’s suggestions. One idea
would be to help us create/form Regional
CAOA Get-Togethers that would allow
more of us to get together face to face.
The project would include going through
the current membership database and
sort by zip code and possibly creating a
CAOA Membership Location Map that
might encourage more local “gettogethers”.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Here’s the page you will open up if you click on the

link:

Continued…
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The Castor Association of America (CAOA)
Family Quilt
(Random Sampling)

June 08, 2000
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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The Castor Association of America Family
Quilt honoring Doris Foster Custer is a
beautiful piece of hand work created in the
minds of several members and then translated
into actual fact primarily by Doris Foster
Custer (Ken Custer and Brenda Custer
Randall’s mother) with help from some others.
Ken writes: A professional photograph has
been made. Our plans are to turn it into a
poster and on the back we will list all the
individuals who contributed to it as well as a
brief history of the Castor Association of
America and how to contact us. The quilt will
be available to display at various locations
throughout the country. The quilt measures
106” x 118” which means it is 8’10” wide by
9’10” tall. This is too large for most rooms.
The center of the quilt contains the 17
variations of the surnames spelled out on the
three sides of the quilt center. Ken Custer’s
signature appears along with the theme for his
term of office “Keeping the Spirit Alive!”
Under the Castor Association of America it
reads “Collecting and Preserving family
History.” Beneath the tree it reads “Like
branches of a tree we grow in different
directions yet our roots remain as one. Each
of our lives will always be a special part of the
other”. It is dated June 8, 2000 …
Ken and Brenda”

L-R: Ken Custer, Doris Foster Custer (23
Mar 1922 – 22 Oct 2000), Brenda Custer
Randall (06 Nov 1945 – 07 Jan 2017).
Brenda

(reprint from the News Caster, Volume XVIII, Number 3, September 2000)

The “quilt” will be on display at our upcoming
“Custer’s Last Clan” reunion in New Orleans in
July. We will be discussing several options that
would be willing to accept the quilt for
permanent display.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

The actual photos (quilt squares) in this issue
are to provide our members a sample of the
many hours of love, creativity, dedication and
hard work that went into this project. My
family will be devoting this year’s reunion to
my Mom and (recently passed) Sister for their
efforts to make this project a reality. The three
locations we are considering are 1) The
Germantown, PA Historical Society, 2)
Handley Regional Library in Winchester, VA
and 3) The Custer Museum in Monroe, MI.
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6

7

8

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27
31 32 33
37 38 39

C
E
N
T
E
R

28 29 30
34 35 36
40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66
Contributors (by square)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

CAOA Logo (Top Left Corner) – Covered Wagon – by Doris Foster Custer
Kaldenkirchen, Germany Fortress (-1600) – by Patricia Maddux Caster
Windmill in Holland (- 1700) – by Doris Foster Custer
Reformed Church in Kaldenkirchen, Germany (-1700) – by Brenda Custer Randall
Doorway of Reformed Church in Kaldenkirchen, Germany (-1700) – by Doris Foster Custer
Krefeld, Germany (-1700) – by Doris Foster Custer
Coat of Arms of Krefeld, Germany (-1700) – by Doris Foster Custer
CAOA Logo (Top Right Corner – Covered Wagon – by Doris Foster Custer
Thirteen (13) Original Colonies (1607) – by Doris Foster Custer
William Penn (1660) – by Doris Foster Custer
The Concord Clipper Ship (1670) – by Doris Foster Custer
A New Beginning (1670) – by Doris Foster Custer
The Mayflower Compact (1620) – by Doris Foster Custer
Germantown, PA Crest (1683) – by Doris Foster Custer
Germantown, PA Seal (1691) – by Kenneth (Ken) Stephen Custer
Concord (Germantown, PA) Schoolhouse (1708) – by Doris Foster Custer
Methacon Mennonite Church (1737) – by Doris Foster Custer
Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, PA (1743) – by Phyllis Custer Knepp
George Washington, Liberty Bell (1752) – by Doris Foster Custer
The Liberty Bell (1752) – by Doris Foster Custer
Betsy Ross Presenting 1st American Flag to George Washington (1776) – by Ken Custer
Minuteman (1775) – by Doris Foster Custer
St. James Episcopal Church – by Doris Foster Custer

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Page 26

March/June 2017

The

News Caster

Publication of The Castor Association of America (CAOA)

Contributors by Squares (continued)
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

Ballot Box (1796, 1920) – by Doris Foster Custer
Early Snow – Swanton, MD – by Mary June Custer Harvey
Supreme Court (1803) – by Doris Foster Custer
Meeting House (1805) – by Doris Foster Custer
CENTER: The CAOA Surnames/Family Tree/etc. – by Ken Custer
Wentz Reformed Church – by Doris Foster Custer
General George Armstrong Custer’s Birthplace/New Rumley, OH (1839) – by Doris Foster Custer
Abraham Lincoln (1861) – by Doris Foster Custer
General George Armstrong Custer’s Face (1865) – by Doris Foster Custer
General George Armstrong Custer On a Horse (1876) – by Gloria Gwinn King
Hardin, Montana – Custer’s Last Stand – by Doris Foster Custer
Statue Of Liberty – by Doris Foster Custer
Farm (Red Barn) with Sunflowers – by Juanita Mills Peters Andrews
Custers - From Coast to Coast – by Phyllis Custer Knapp
Farm (Red Barn) – by Juanita Mills Peters Andrews
Circle of Bird – Crest – by Doris Foster Custer
Richard and Mary Custer Home – by Eileen Custer
Maple Sugar Camp – by Evelyn M. Custer Steyer
Custer Blacksmith Shop – by Mildred Skipper
The Custers – 2000 – by JoAnn Custer
John Castor Sr. (1754) Migration Family Map – by Patricia Maddux Caster
Noah Castor Family Tree – by Patricia Maddux Caster
Benjamin H. Kester Family Tree – by Patricia Maddux Caster
General George Armstrong Custer’s Family Tree – by Mary E. Custer Carden
Johann Koester Family Tree – 1764 – by Mary Koelzer
God – Family – Country – by Juanita Mills Peters Andrews
Family Cooking In Fireplace – by Doris Foster Custer
Garrett CO, MD – Custer Country – by Dorothy Cathell
William V. Castor Family 1841-1994 – by Darlene Burke-Litzsinger
Custers From Maryland – by Mary Harvey
Texas Custers – Edward – by Doris Foster Custer
Louisiana Custers – Kenneth, Percy, Brown & Paul – by Doris Foster Custer
Alabama Custers – Frank – by Doris Foster Custer
Ohio Custer Clan – by Norma Bernard
Mark Custer – Gristmill Sandyville, VA – by Grace Custer Ebnetter
Clarence Irvin Custer Family (1876-1962) – by the Dale H. & Marie Custer Family
CAOA Logo (Bottom Left Corner) – by Doris Foster Custer
They Were All a Part of Progress – by Doris Foster Custer
Man Plowing In Field – by Doris Foster Custer
Covered Wagon – by Doris Foster Custer
Gristmill – by Deborah King Gordon
Drew Caster Family Tree – by Patricia Maddux Caster
Their Story Is Our Story – by Doris Foster Custer
CAOA Logo (Bottom Right Corner) – by Doris Foster Custer
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1

2

Germantown Historical Society
Historic house museum & library showcasing
Germantown's early history & artifacts.

Handley Regional Library
100 W Piccadilly St, Winchester, VA 22601
http://www.youseemore.com/handley/Museum
Facebook Page: Handley Regional Library

5501 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19144
http://www.germantownhistory.org/
Museum Hours: Tue 9AM - 1PM _ Thu 1PM - 5PM

Hours: Mon-Thur 10AM - 8PM _ Fri-Sat 10AM - 5PM

Sundays: CLOSED _ Public Library:

FREE Admission
Our very own CAOA member (and past president),
Pat Turner Ritchie, works there!
http://www.localdvm.com/news/virginia/historic-library-goingbeyond-the-books/734808456

Admission: Adults $3.00, Seniors & Students
$2.00, Children under 10 FREE. HG members
receive free admission to the museum.

Founders Statue _ Vernon Park
Germantown, PA

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

IN COMMEMORATION
OF THE
LANDING OF THE GERMAN COLONISTS
OCTOBER 6 1683
FRANZ DANIEL PASTORIUS
DIRK HERMAN ABHRAHAM GRAFF
TUENES KUNDERS LENERT ARENS
REINERT TISEN WILHELM STREPERS
JAN LENSEN – PETER KEURLIS JAN SIEMENS
JOHANN BLEIKERS – ABRAHAM TUENES AND
JAN LUEKEN WITH THEIR FAMILIES

For obvious reasons, the #1 choice is the
Germantown Historical Society Historic house
museum and library.
However, the Handley
Regional Library is a close 2nd _ primarily because
of our own Pat Turner Ritchie working there.
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3

Monroe County Museum & Custer Exhibit
126 S Monroe St, Monroe, MI 48161
http://www.co.monroe.mi.us/officials_and_departments/departments/museum/index.php
The exhibit traces General Custer's genealogy and birth, his association with Monroe, his West
Point experience, his Civil War victories, and his ultimate demise at the Little Big Horn.
Museum Hours: Monday through Saturday, 10:00AM – 5:00PM & Sunday: 12:00 Noon – 5:00PM

The Monroe CO Museum & Custer Exhibit is
our #3 choice. This doesn’t mean that any of
these three will be the new home for our
CAOA Family Quilt but the key is to find the
wall space large enough to display it. This is a
fun (but also challenging) project for “Custer’s
Last Clan”.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Custer - The Boy General
by
Gina Williams
(Great Granddaughter of Riley Oscar Custer)

History 1301: American History to 1877
Professor Scotty Le Edler
May 3, 2012
“I would be willing, yes glad, to see a battle
every day during my life”,1 stated George
Armstrong Custer. Major James Kidd of the 6th
Michigan Cavalry fiercely declared, “For all that
this Brigade has accomplished all praise is due to
General Custer. So brave a man I never saw and as
competent as brave. Under him a man is ashamed
to be cowardly. Under him our men can achieve
wonders.” 2 George Armstrong Custer became a
national hero at the very young age of twentythree, when he was promoted to the rank of
General, barely two years after graduating from
West Point, where he graduated at the bottom of
his class, and survived a court martial.
When he ordered a charge, he was always
out in front, and he would never ask his men to
attempt anything that he would not attempt to do
himself. Captain Manning Birge, of the 6th
Michigan Cavalry, remarked, “If they could charge,
he would draw his sabre and lead them….Every
man in his brigade worshipped him, and would
follow him through anything. They never went
back on him nor he on the men.”3General Custer
was a man of initiative and action. Quick thinking
and quick acting, his chief concern was for the
ultimate objective.4 From an early age, to his
formative years at West Point, then to the
battlefields, George Armstrong Custer was a
competent and brave military commander, who
exhibited extraordinary, as well as,
strategic
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

leadership
leadership abilities, and was responsible for
victories in many of the most significant and
influential battles of the Civil War.
Custer was born in New Rumley, Ohio, on
December 5, 1839. His father was the village
blacksmith along with serving as the local sheriff.
Both his father and his grandfather were members
of the Philadelphia County Militia, and his
grandfather fought in the Revolution. His mother
was a woman of fragile health and strong maternal
sensibility. She created a happy home for her
family; therefore, gladly embracing and carrying
on the traditional concept of the self-sacrificing
5
mother. Custer had four siblings and the household
was one of love. In a letter to his father, Custer
wrote, “I look back on the days spent under the
home-roof as a period of pure happiness, and I feel
thankful for such noble parents.” 6
Custer’s interest in the military service
began at an early age. When he was four years old,
his mother made him a soldier’s uniform and he
would wear the uniform when he attended
gatherings of the local militia unit, New Rumley
Guards, with his father. At these gatherings,
Custer, dressed in his soldier’s uniform and
carrying a toy musket or wooden sword, and his
father would march down the street with the citizen
soldiers. 7 Around this same time period, in
mimicking one of his older brothers, Custer’s
father reported the young George saying, “My
voice is for war.” 8
An attribute which would prove very
beneficial during combat, Custer also had an
interest and a love for horses. He had an
opportunity to be around horses while assisting his
father with small tasks around their farm and his
father’s blacksmith shop. The lad could be
depended upon when there were horses about, for
George took a special delight in riding the newly
shod horse bareback while his father estimated the
effect of his handicraft on the animal. 9 Custer was a
horse soldier and that made a difference. Mounted
warfare during the Civil War, by its very nature,
cherished mobility. 10
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Just as Custer’s initial desires had been
directed toward the military, he also exhibited
leadership qualities at a young age, even though he
was a prankster and prone to getting in trouble at
school. Custer always managed to complete his
homework. The school provided him with fertile
ground for his mischievousness and new victims
for his pranks, and he soon emerged as the leader
among his classmates. One thing could be said of
him, he always had his lessons.11
Custer attended the Methodist church
where he continued to be the instigator of
mischievous pranks. He gave the impression of
being attentive and listening to the sermon, but in
his mind he was constantly thinking of disruptive
ideas. During the prayer meetings, the boys rifled
birdshot with their thumbs through the
congregation. “We knew who was the promoter of
such schemes,” asserted the minister, “for George
was easily their leader.” 12
Because of Custer’s dislike of and failure in
school, his parents allowed him to drop out of
school and pursue an apprenticeship at a local
furniture maker. Custer ended up hating his job,
and as a result, his parents decided to send him to
live with his half-sister in Michigan, and attend
school there. During this time period, Custer’s
major interest was reading novels about military
service. He had already made up his mind to
attend West Point, and after graduating high
school, Custer applied to the United States Military
Academy at West Point, New York. Although, he
had considerable trouble getting the local
congressman to recommend him for the
appointment into West Point, in January of 1857,
Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis, notified Custer
that he would be accepted into West Point. Custer
arrived by steamer at West Point in early June
1957, where he was among a class of sixty-eight
pupils admitted that July 1st.
Unfortunately, he was not the most scholarly
student; his average grades put him near the
bottom of his class. Ironically, Custer did have an
exceptional record – his record of demerits was the
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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highest at West Point. Custer remarked regarding
his record, “My career as a cadet had but little to
commend it to the study of those who came after
13
me, unless as an example to be carefully avoided.”
His demerits, though not obtained through any
major offenses, made up in number what they
lacked in size; they were principally for tardiness,
disorderly uniforms and visiting after hours.
While at West Point, Custer’s loyalty and
leadership qualities were apparent. He earned the
reputation of being an independently minded cadet,
defying rules, participating in night-time
adventures and exhibiting an indifference to
schoolwork. His pranks, exuberance for life, and
disregard for regulations kept the unsympathetic
eyes of the superiors constantly on him. Though
he remained immature, impetuous, rebellious, and
felt that authority was meant to be tested, his
pranks resulted in laughter in barracks rooms and
probably sweet admiration. Custer once stood
before his professor and admitted that his lesson
was unprepared. The boys at West Point admired
his daring.14Custer possessed a personality that few
could resist. “He was beyond a doubt,” a friend
claimed, “the most popular man in his class.”15
Especially important to Custer, and
exhilarating news for the other cadets, in April of
1860, a bill was introduced to Congress to reduce
the school term from five to four years. Threats of
war were getting uglier; therefore, young officers
might be needed. Under the new plan, Custer
would only have one more year at the Point.16 Just
as predicted, in April of 1861, the Civil War broke
out when the southern artillery opened fire on Fort
Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, and it was
not long after that that the War Department issued
orders for West Point to graduate the Class of 1862
early. Custer graduated as the anchorman or the
last in his class of thirty-three cadets on June 24,
1861.
Custer was not even permitted a graceful
exit, inasmuch as his commencement exercise was
a court-martial to try him for failure to break up a
fist fight between two cadets while serving as an
officer
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officer of the guard. Luckily, his offense was not
serious, and he was let off with a slight reprimand
after one of his officers, Lieutenant Hazen, testified
17
on his behalf as to his general good conduct. The
very principle that brought him trouble on the eve
of graduation – allowing two cadets to fight rather
than stopping the fight, as his duty required –
would govern his behavior in the field: a fair fight,
and may the best man win.18
Custer’s attitude toward warfare was
shaped by his education at West Point, and less
than three days out of West Point, Custer received
orders to report to Washington, D. C., for
immediate deployment. When he arrived in
Washington, on the eve of the Battle of Bull Run,
he was assigned to his first unit, Company G,
Second U. S. Calvary. The first action began the
next morning, and Custer witnessed his first sight
of war. He observed nearly 18,000 men escaping
for their lives. Custer’s coolness under fire and in
the face of that mad, animal panic brought him the
attention and approval of his superiors. His
company was one of the last organized bodies to
leave the battlefield – Custer never let up, never
slackened control.19 The North had lost this battle,
but they accepted their defeat calmly, and began to
calculate the elements needed to win in the future.
After this defeat, General George B.
McClellan was retained to take charge of the
demoralized troops. Brigadier General Phillip
Kearny commanded the Jersey Brigade, and Custer
was briefly appointed to his staff. Kearny was the
first general officer Custer got a chance to observe
at close range for any considerable amount of time,
and Custer’s exposure to the flamboyant Kearny, as
short as it was, made a marked impression.20 Custer
learned the importance of discipline, something his
instructors had failed to teach him in four years of
study at West Point. 21
Custer’s
assignment
with
Kearny’s
regiment ended when Custer was sent back to his
company because an order from Washington
prohibited regular army officers from serving
under volunteer commanders. Custer was detached
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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as an assistant to the chief engineer on the staff of
General William Smith where he was frequently
sent up in a balloon to observe Confederate
movements. Custer, wanting a piece of the action,
served as an unofficial aide to General Winfield
Hancock during an assault on an enemy redoubt on
May 15, 1862, in Williamsburg. Lieutenant Custer
led the way into the midst of the Confederates.
Before any help could reach him, he captured a
captain, five men, and a battle flag, the first Rebel
standard ever taken by the Army of the Potomac. 22
On May 22, 1962, at the request of General
Barnard, Chief Engineer to General George
McClellan, Custer lead a daylight reconnaissance
to the Confederate side of the Chickahominy River.
Custer was ordered to jump into the Chickahominy
and find out how deep it was; without hesitation,
Custer jumped in. Never being spotted by the
enemy, Custer was able to quickly sketch all the
Confederate
positions
in
sight.
Custer
accomplished more than was expected: he
ascertained the depth of the river and scouted the
enemy’s position, returning with a plan for an
attack that he was then instrumental in carrying
out.23 It was after this triumphant achievement that
Custer was appointed as General McClellan’s aide
on June 5, 1862, and the two men began a lifelong
relationship. McClellan remarked, “Do you know,
you’re just the young man I’ve been looking for,
Mr. Custer. How would like to come on my staff? 24
Custer accepted the offer, and while assigned to
General McClellan’s staff, he gave input in battle
plans, was in charge of troop transfers, and also
communicated with field officers.
While serving on General McClellan’s
staff, Custer additionally took an active role in the
battles of Gaines’ Mills, Malvern Hill and the
Seven Days Fight whereupon he was promoted to
First Lieutenant in the Fifth Cavalry. He still
retained the rank of Captain on McClellan’s staff as
it was customary to maintain a permanent rank
while carrying a higher rank in performing
temporary duties.25 In November of 1862,
McClellan was relieved of his command by
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President Lincoln, which regrettably meant the loss
of Custer’s rank of Captain thereby making him a
Lieutenant again.
While a Lieutenant, in the spring of 1863,
after rejoining the Army of the Potomac, Custer
accepted an offer from General Pleasanton to join
his staff. Custer was able to demonstrate his
intuitive sense of timing and tactical abilities while
on Pleasanton's staff. General Pleasanton was an
extremely active officer and expected the same
from his subordinates. He demanded knowledge of
his front and it was Custer who took a vigorous
part in every movement that carried him across
enemy lines and kept Pleasanton supplied with
information of enemy positions.
After earning the praise and admiration of
General Pleasanton, the path to advancement
opened
unexpectedly
when
Pleasanton
recommended that Custer, along with two other
promising young officers, be promoted to
Brigadier General.26 On June 29, 1863, just two
days before the Battle of Gettysburg, Custer
received notice of his appointment: Brigadier
General. Custer was just twenty-three years old –
at that time, the Union Army’s youngest general.
Custer was now in command of the Fifth Michigan
Cavalry, roughly 2,300 troopers.
The Battle of Gettysburg, where more men
fought and died than in any other battle in
American History, took place on July 1 through 3,
1863. In this battle, General Custer distinguishing
himself as head of the Michigan Cavalry, made an
auspicious start by successfully evading a
superior’s order; thereby, becoming a key figure in
winning the greatest battle of the war.27The soldiers
of the Michigan Cavalry perfectly idolized General
Custer’s abilities in this battle. Who could not
admire such a leader, an officer who shared every
danger with the meanest private and was ever in
the forefront whenever trouble was to be found? 28
Just as General Custer had been at the front
watching enemy lines in the Battle of Gettysburg,
he was actively involved in many other battles
such as the Battles of Antietam, Yellow Tavern,
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Beverly Ford, the Wilder Waynesboro Winchester,
and Cedar Creek. In August of 1864, Custer joined
Major Sheridan in the final Shenandoah Valley
campaign. After a series of minor defeats, the
Union Army eventually gained the upper hand and
took control of the Shenandoah Valley. The Army
of the Shenandoah had been swept from their
camps by one of the war’s most brilliantly
conceived and executed offensives. After Custer
took part in the Shenandoah Valley campaign,
Custer’s display of judgment at such a young age
was reported to be compared to Napoleon
Bonaparte and his victory at Austerlitz.” 29
On the 19th of September, the engagement
at Winchester began. Here again, Custer displayed
an unusual ability to make quick, correct decisions
for a brigade while under fire. When this battle
was over, Custer’s command of about five hundred
officers and men captured more than seven
hundred men, fifty-two officers, seven battle flags
and numerous small arms.30 At the end of
September 1864, General Custer was appointed to
command the Third Division. In October, Custer
fought in the Battle of Woodstock where he gave
an order for a sabre charge. Sweeping down,
Custer surrounded the Confederates with a semicircle of horsemen before they realized what had
happened. The Confederates were thrown into
immediate confusion.31
During the final six months of the Civil
War, General Custer’s men captured 111 artillery
pieces, sixty-five battle flags, and 10,000 prisoners.32
General Custer, on the morning of April 9, 1865,
while just about to lead a charge into Confederate
forces, accepted a white-fringed towel as a flag of
truce from Major William Simms at Appomattox.
Lee had surrendered.33 Custer’s leadership abilities
and many victories in the Civil War were praised
by the press, generals and President Abraham
Lincoln.34
From his humble beginnings in Ohio, to a
beloved student at West Point, General George
Armstrong Custer not only courageously served his
country, but he became one of the greatest cavalry
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tacticians of the Union Army. He displayed raw
courage in combat, and was always out in front of
every action he commanded. Custer, being
rewarded with many well-deserved promotions,
became the youngest brigadier general in the
Union Army, who not only captured the first
enemy flag for the Army of the Potomac, but also
received the Confederate flag of truce which
represented the end of the Civil War. Graduating
last in his class at West Point, General George
Armstrong Custer was a heroic boy general who
victoriously led his troops into battle. It is no
wonder that he was idolized from President
Lincoln down -- the world loves a winner. 34
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General George Armstrong Custer
24”x36’ Oil painting done by S. Korean artist in 1976 (100 yr anniversary of CLS) for
Kenneth (Ken) Stephen Custer
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Custer’s Last Clan
Family Tree

Grave Monuments of our ancestors who are buried at
Salem Cemetery __ 15284 LA-9 __ Athens, LA 71003

(Original designed & hand painted by
Kenneth (Ken) Stephen Custer in 1978
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The above two posts were from when I first
joined the CAOA and was hoping to find someone
who could solve our major roadblock that I ran into
way back (in 1972) when I began working on our
“Custer’s Last Clan” research … trying to
document which brother (John M Sr. or Edward
M.) is our direct ancestor.
Guess what? The mystery has been solved!
Thanks to the wife of (2nd cousin) W. Frank Ennis,
Kris, we now have documented proof that our
direct link is to Edward M. There are many
interesting side stories (as in most genealogical
discoveries) that will have to wait for future News
Caster issues, but cousin Frank and his sister,
Kathy Kottenbrock, were both given up for
adoption by their biological birth mother but
through my very own DNA (and CAOA) they were
able to reunite with their biological Custer family.
I’ve already met Kathy and I’m anxious to meet
Frank and Kris at our upcoming reunion in New
Orleans. I decided to share with everyone what
Kris found out. She was able to link us through
Edward M.’s wife, Amanda Melvina Towner.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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Marriage license: Amanda M. Zorns and Edward M.
Custer, 20 Nov 1851, Champaign CO, Illinois (Vol A, p.
135).

Discovering our ‘Missing Link’
to Edward M. Custer
By Kris Ennis

Amanda Melvina
(Towner) Zorn
Birth: 10 Apr 1829
Vigo County
Indiana, USA
Death: 16 Jun 1902
Mahomet
Champaign CO
Illinois, USA

Amanda M. Zorn
Female
Edward M. Custer
20 Nov 1851
Champaign

Comments:

This record can be found at the County
Court Records, Film #0338047 – 0338056 &
1032301 – 1032305.

Marriage license: Mrs. Amanda M. Custer and Warren Siner,
17 Aug 1853, Urbana, Champaign CO, Illinois; Rev. Ira H.
Rees (Vol. A, p 162).

Amanda Melvina Towner was a daughter of Phebe (nee
Hicks) and Elijah Towner Jr. Amanda’s parents settled in
Vigo CO, Indiana in 1819 or 1829. Her father died there in
1831 and her mother also in 1837.
Amanda Melvina was married and widowed four (4) times:
1) Cyrus J. Zorn (7 Nov 1847); 2) Edward M. Custer (20
Nov 1851); 3) Warren Siner (17 Aug 1853) & 4) Jessie
Richards (13 Sep 1859).

The 1900 census indicates that Amanda had nine (9) children;
four of them then living (indicated with an asterisk):
1) Ulysses Vernon Zorns (*), 1850-1930
2) Edward R. Custer (*), 1852-1914
3) Olive Elizabeth Siner Warner (*), 1854-1912
4) Evangeline Siner Parnell (*), 1856-1927
5) Martha A. Siner, 1858-1858
6) James W. Siner, 1859-1860
7) Lanora Siner, 1860-1862
8) Benjamin F. Siner, 1863-?
9) Mary Siner, 1870-?
Notes
Marriage license: Amanda Towner and Cyrus J. Zorn, 7 Nov
1847, Champaign Co., Illinois. (Vol. A, p 88.). Amanda’s
brother, George W. Towner, was married to Cyrus’ sister,
Minerva Zorns.
1850 Census, Pekin, Tazewell Co., Illinois; dwelling 1715,
family 1715, lines 33-35, p. 124 (printed), 10 Dec 1850.
33. Cyrus “Gorens”, 28 laborer, Ky
34. Amanda, 21, la. [Indiana]
35. Eulicisses [son Ulysses], 1, “f” [female], III

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2

Name:
Gender:
Spouce Name:
Marriage Date:
Marriage CO:

1860 U.S. Census, Township 18N Range 10E [Sidney Twp.],
Champaign CO, Illinois; dwelling 1452, family 1421, lines 915, p. 483 (written), 1 Aug 1860.
9. Warren Siner, 28, miller, Indiana
10. Amanda _____, 32, Indiana
11. Olive _______, 6, Illinois
12. “Anglina” _____, 4, Illinois
13. James _______, 9/12, Illinois
14. Ulysses Zorns, 11, Illinois
15. Edward Custer, 8, Illinois
Warren Siner had personal property worth $150.

Marriage license: Mrs. Amanda M. Siner & Jessie Richards,
13 Sep 1879, Champaign CO, Illinois. Amanda, age 56,
daughter of Elijah Towner and Phebe Hicks; Jesse, age 61,
son of Stephen Richards and Katie Stockdale.
1880 U.S. Census, E.D. 9, East Bend Twp., Champaign CO,
Illinois; dwelling 165, family 167, lines 12-15, p. 131
(printed), p. 19 (written), 18 Jun 1880.
12. Richards, Jesse, 61, farmer, Maryland; parents born in
Maryland.
13. ____ Amanda, 51, wife, keeping house, Indiana; parents
born in Pennsylvania.
14. ___ Hanes, 16, son, Illinois.
15. Siner, Benjamin, 17, step-son, Illinois.
1900 U.S. Census, E.D. 16, Mahomet, “Mahomet Township”
[sic, Brown Twp.], Champaign CO., Illinois; dwelling 98,
family 109, lines 71-73, p. 63B (printed), p. 4 (written), 5 Jun
1900.
71. Richards, Amanda M., head, Apr 1829, 71, widowed, 9
children (5 living), Indiana; parents born in Pennsylvania;
dependent.
72. Hartman, Dollie A., grand dau., Dec 1884, 15, Illinois;
father born in Indiana, mother in Illinois; at school.
72. ____ Olive E., daughter, May 1854, 46, widowed, 7
children (1 living), Illinois; parents born in Indiana; nurse.
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Amanda Zorn Custer’s Obitiuary
04 July 1902
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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http://thelbha.org/home.shtml

Ken
Custer

June 24, 1988

Ken Custer and his Mom, Doris Foster Custer, were honored to participate in this most historical private tour
sponsored by the LBHA which included the last week (some 300 miles) of General George Armstrong
Custer’s life prior to the Battle of the Little Big Horn on June 25, 1876. The following photos are part of that
tour but are from the private land (then belonged to John L. Bailey, P. O. Box 2079, Forsythe, MT 59327.
This just happens to have been the place where Sitting Bull’s Sundance took place just prior to the Battle of
the Little Big Horn . I just recently came across the photos/scrapbook I gave my Mom after that trip. The
following pages include copies of these photos and notes that I would like to share. It has always haunted me
that this land was not purchased (or donated) to be included as part of the National Park. To my knowledge,
there has been no attempt to preserve these historical and sacred artifacts belonging to the Native American
Indians.
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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The tour took us to the sight where Chief
Sitting Bull had a vision of what was to
come. This famous place is called
“Sundance”. The land currently belongs
to an old farmer, John L. Bailey, who
purchased the land from the Sioux
Indians several years ago. He was in his
late 60’s (he is probably no longer alive
today) and did not allow people on his
property.

This site is viewed by the Native
American Indians as sacred. As the
story goes, Chief Sitting Bull had
hallucinations (after smoking his pipe for
a long time) and began dancing and
explaining his “dream” (vision) by
writing on the rocks.

There were two charter bus loads of
LBHA members and their guests.

Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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This is Mr. Bailey pointing out the
specific objects and explaining what they
meant. Sitting Bull is said to have seen
the soldiers coming toward them. The
White Man (Custer) is seen with his feet
in the air _ to signify his dying in battle.

More markings.

This looks like a wagon wheel.
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These photos help to document what we
actually saw but they are nothing like seeing
and touching them up close. It was an honor
and pleasure to be among all of these writers
and historians. Several came up to Mom and
me to ask us how we felt about being there.
They treated us like VIPs.

There were zillions of grasshoppers
all over the ground and even on the
rocks. They started up my britches
legs and I remember telling Mom
that maybe they were Native Indian
Spirits.
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Hopefully, this site will be
dedicated to the Little Bighorn
Battlefield National Park.

With all of the controversy over
the Indians not receiving equal
treatment over the Battle of the
Little Big Horn, you would think
this would be an ideal location
to honor those Indians who died
in the battle.

I’m wondering just how many
people actually know this is still
here. Someone should step in
and help before everything is
destroyed by the years and years
of erosion by the harsh weather
conditions in this area.
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45
members

Our very own
“CLOSED” CAOA
group page that
allows us to
share important
current
information with
our fellow
membership.
TRY it _ you’ll
LIKE it!
Volume XXXV, Issue 1/2
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The Castor Association of America
2122 E. Broadway St.
Logansport, IN 46947
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