News Caster
The

Publication of The Castor Association of America
Volume XXIII No. 1

March 2005

Tues Nov 8 1864

“The Great Political Battle of the Nation to be fought Today
Cast my vote for Abraham Lincoln & Andrew Johnson.”
[Elisha Ezra Caster] from his diary.

How E-mail will be the ruin of genealogy!
By Bruce Black
olitics aside, can you imagine how delighted I
was to have found such a quote by an ancestor! First of all it speaks volumes of the ancestor himself and helps the writer of his genealogy present a
fuller biographical rendering of him. Then there is the
advantage of having it in his
own handwriting which increases its research value.
But you are given fair warning that today’s generation of
E-mail users are going to ruin
history and genealogy for their
descendants. This sentiment
was shared recently by Fred
Kaplan who writes for Slate an
MSN internet magazine. Kaplan, under the headline, “The
End of History. How e-mail is
wrecking our national archive,”
voiced his concern that “When
tomorrow's historians go to
write the chronicles of decision-making that led to Gulf
War II, they may be startled to
find there's not much history to
be written.” His concern is my
concern although we view the
same subject for diverse reasons. He is rightly concerned
that some historians, the kind
that poke around military and
presidential papers, won’t find
a “smoking gun” in the form of a letter or memo or
note or even a scrap of paper that might reveal some
here-to-for unpublished history. How did the war get
started and who made the decision to order the
1 Questions
troops into battle and for what reason?

P

with no answers in the absence of a paper trail.
There was a time, to paraphrase Kaplan, that officials, let’s say of Cabinet rank, would write memos
and hand them off to lesser officials and assistants
who in turn would see that some secretary would type
them up and eventually the typed
memo would find its way into some
sort of distribution center and a
copy would find its way into the national archive for historians to dust
off at a later date. The historian,
armed with the facts, would then
write a novel to explain to the new
uninformed generation how “The
whole thing got started.” Of course
the opinionated Oliver Stone would
then tell them what really happened. Certainly author, Robert
Dallek wouldn’t have had fresh material for his new book about President Kennedy had Kennedy’s administration had the use of e-mail
instead of the recently released
presidential materials.
One specific concern of mine is that
generations to come just won’t
have the genealogical gems tomorrow that we are finding today. For
example, I have a couple of civil
war letters. Think about it. These
are at least one hundred forty years
old as of this writing. While I am
thrilled to have them, most important is their content.
We are fortunate that we can tap the national archive
for military records that contain degrees of genealogical data. Some packets are sparse in content and
mention simply when the recruit was enlisted and
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when he mustered out. Other packets, such as the
pension files, can be treasure troves of genealogical
information. They might include marriage certificates,
originals or copies, bible
pages, birth records,
and other documents
the pensioner needed to
prove his disability for
his pension application.
But lets get back to the
civil war letters themselves. In addition to
name, rank, whereabouts and recent battle
experiences, I found
connections to several
unknown or unnamed
ancestors in the few
paragraphs of brother to
sister, son to mother
writings.
ow are today's
soldiers communicating?
They are sending Emails; receiving them as
well. When questioning computer users who use Email as a mainstay of communication today they say,
“what they are doing or saying isn’t important” or “that
it is the fastest and best way to communicate
with someone.” The few that I’ve convinced
that their E-mail letters are important say “they
will save them!” How I ask? On a disc? Or a
hard-drive and on a computer whose technology will be ancient in a matter of months, if not
a few years, only to find the letters irretrievable? “Well I’ll print them out” is the reply.
How often have you heard that, and then
what? Where will the printouts be kept? I just
don’t trust that a person would save anything
that they have little regard for in the first place.
Letters just have a different importance attached to them. I still have letters and notes
and valentines from as far back as I can imagine. Even as far back as the first grade. Okay,
I’m a pack rat but aren’t all genealogists? Further, thanks to my mother, who for the love of
her children if for no other reason, kept a
scrapbook for each of her five children from
day one in the lives of each of us. I have a
page from the hospital with my footprint on it
from the day I was born thanks to her.
My wife is another example of historical virtue in my opinion. She has kept a daily journal since
1960. One can only hope that it will have some

meaning to another generation, I think it will.
My great-great-grandmother, Maude Painter, sent
a telegram to her daughter telling of the death of her
brother who had fallen from a horse. Not the
same as a letter but infinitely better than Email. I have several telegrams and if you remember the format they were brief because it
cost a certain amount of money for each word
printed. My copies are from the 1930s and 40s
and this was a convenient way for sender and
receiver to get a quick message. I would have
preferred a detailed letter but at least I have
something I can hold in my hand and I won’t
lose it if my computer crashes.
An aunt presented me with a few copies of my
uncle’s “V” mail, letters written to her while he
was in the service during World War II. During
the latter years of World War II, V-Mail became
a popular way to correspond with a loved one
serving overseas. V-Mail letters were written
on forms that could be purchased at five and
dime stores or the Post Office. These special
forms were photographed, put on film, flown
across the world and then reproduced at the
mail center closest to the recipient's position.
The development of the V-Mail system reduced the time it took a soldier to receive a letter by a
month - from six weeks by boat to twelve days or less
by air. However, the main advantage of V-Mail was its
compact nature. V-mail didn't replace regular mail. In
1944, Navy personnel,
for example, received
38 million pieces of Vmail, but more than 272
million pieces of regular
mail. The Smithsonian
Museum has an interesting web page about
V-mail. According to
their statistics, the
space savings ratio of
V-Mail was 37 to 1,
while for mail the weight
was 57 to 1. A number
of V-Mails today which
haven’t been saved by
family members have
ended up in Stamp collections and can be
seen and bought at the
more popular Stamp
Expositions and shows.
You might also find
them at flea markets
and now on E-Bay the internet auction site. For British veterans, a similar type of mail was used during
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access to their important information and communicathe war, but was called an Airgraph.
tions while on the road.” Am I really showing my age
Obviously the speed of sending and receiving eby not having one of these gadgets or wanting one?
mail has its advantages. They certainly matched the
I’m sure one of my ancestors looked up at the first
speed and efficiency of our troops in Iraq. But I doubt
airplane that flew over his head and said, “I’m too old
the descendants of these troops will see the content
for one of those new fangled things!” Hmmmm, I
of any of them. There is no question that the relative
think I’ll start looking in some of my old letters to see
ease of sending or receiving beats the use of carrier
if I can find that quote written down somewhere.
pigeons as the French used them during the War and
as early as 1871 while stranded in the then besieged
Sources:
city of Paris.
“The End of History. How e-mail is wrecking our
There are those genealogists who will still publish
national
archive.” By Fred Kaplan Posted Wednesonly the facts, primary information such as birth, marday,
June
4, 2003 Slate, MSN magazine
riage, death and little else. For them a Civil War letter
Robert
Dallek, “An Unfinished Life”, 2003
has little value other than as a keepsake. But my
BlackBerryTM
style is to tell as much of a story as I can. One that is
Smithsonian Museum and V-Mail:
factual and historically accurate. What I thought I
knew about an ancestor may be changed by a reveal- http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibits/2d2a_vmail.html
ing letter. For example, one of my Civil War ancestors grew up in a staunch Methodist family. So when
he wrote the following to his sister Kate, I was able to
M i n n e s ota B i rt h s - D e at h s
see another side of him. He wrote, “Cate i spent the
last Cent i had to day for A dozen biscuits i paid 15
I would like to make our readers aware of a valuCts for them that Was Cheap i have paid 30 Cts for
able online index of death records for the state of
little things cut out With A thimble and taste like rat tird
Minnesota. I have used it personally and was very
At that.”
successful in not only locating a death record for a
Then this comment when asking for directions,
non-Caster grandmother but also in ordering a copy.
“They are the darndest Set of fools down here i ever
I recently checked the index and there are dozSaw i met a man in the road the other day i Asked
ens of Castor and Caster surnames and variants inhim how far it Was to bernside point he said Wall i
cluded in their index.
dont no but it is a right smart heep of miles i recon i
If your Castor/Caster/Custer/Gerster/ etc., ancesWill tell you What i Said to him When i Come home.”
tor died in Minnesota then I suggest you look at this
Priceless, like sitting down with the man and listening
web page. Follow the simple directions and order
to him talk about his experiences while he sits on his
your certificates online with a credit card. The cost of
porch smoking a pipe.
one non-certified record is $8.00. If you are a new
E-Mail is convenient and while I have railed on
customer they will have you register. If you are a reabout them I must confess I make use of them myself.
turning customer you log in with name and password
But both my wife and I also send letters when we feel
and proceed to checkout.
we have something important to say. We also keep
The Minnesota Historical Society hosts this online
treasured letters and family newsletters we receive.
index of death records to improve access to this
No doubt, we are in the electronic age. One of the
popular and useful resource for genealogical and
latest tricks is to send messages using these hand
family history research. Currently, this database inheld devices called PDA’s or personal digital assisdexes the death cards from 1906 to 1907 and the
tants. PDA’s were regarded as trendy gifts in 2002,
death certificates from 1908 to 1996.
but were replaced on gift lists in 2003 by digital camMHS also recently added the 1900 -1907 birth
eras and sales have fallen off dramatically. The mesrecords index:
sages sent and received are also trendy and again
They will gradually be adding additional records
have little importance beyond the time of their having
as they receive them from the MN Department of
been sent and received. It’s certain an interested dehealth. The year 1908 will be online soon.
scendant will never see them.
Web Page address for Death Index:
he latest wrinkle in electronic messaging is
http://people.mnhs.org/dci/
TM
the BlackBerry The following is what we
Web Page address for Birth Index:
hear is being said regarding the reason for having
http://people.mnhs.org/bci/.
one. “It is the leading wireless enterprise solution that
Minnesota Historical Society - 345 W. Kellogg
allows users to stay connected with secure wireless
Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55102-1903 - 651.296.6126
access to email, corporate data, phone, web, and orGood luck [Editor]
ganizer features. Mobile professionals get effortless
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Sarah (Custard) Lair and grandson John M. Lair
PK.0.01.01.06.05 Sarah (Custard) Lair also known
as Sarah "Sallie" Custer was born 1766 in Rockingham County, Virginia, daughter of Paul and Lucinda
(Malone) Custer. Sarah married John Lair in 1787
Rockingham County. John was born in 1762, son of
Matthias and Catherine Lair.
They were neighbors of Paul Custer. At the time
of the Revolutionary War, John was underage for service, but followed his older brother Matthias and
enlisted.
Family tradition is that John told the enlisting officer "I have a strong wagon and a good team and I
can haul things, I reckon."
Around 1790, John and Sarah, along with Matthias
Lair and his family moved to Kentucky by going to
Redstone and down the Ohio River to Maysville and
over the Buffalo Trace to the Licking River. The settlement became known as the Lair Settlement.
John built a single cabin within sight of his
brother's double log cabin. This cabin became the
outside kitchen when John built a stone house in
1791 which they named Boscobel.
Soon after the completion of the log house, Sarah,
her children and the slaves had to hide in the cellar
while Indians roamed the upstairs eating everything in
sight.
In 1789 John and Sarah owned land in Mason
County, Kentucky on Johnson Fork of the Licking
River "a part of John Lair's survey of 400 acres."
John also bought land in Harrison county from Samuel Anderson, George Kirkpatrick and a Mr Callahan
of Opolusa in 1796.
After John died, his son, John Wesley Lair, ran the
farm. Sarah died in 1847 at Boscobel.
Their children:
1. Matthias Custer Lair born 1787 in Virginia; married
Jane Anderson.
2. William G Lair born 1789 in Virginia; married first
Mary Anderson, married second Mrs. Bradley.
3. Paul Custer Lair born in Kentucky; married Martha
Frazer, no children.
4. Jacob Lair married Miss Hall.
5. Catherine Lair married Mr. Young, no issue.
6. Mary Lair married Mr. Peyton.
7. John Wesley Lair married Catherine Smise, daughter of his first cousin; died 1869.
8. Sarah Lair married James W Berry of Harrison
County, Kentucky.

PK.0.01.01.06.05 John M. Lair farmer, P. O. Cynthiana, is a native of Harrison County, Ky., son of Matthias C. and Jane (Anderson) Lair. He was born on
South Licking, near Lair's Station, Oct. 7, 1820.
His grandparents John A. and Sarah (Custard)
Lair, were natives of Virginia, they emigrated to Kentucky in 1791, and settled in Harrison County at Houston's Fort.
His father was a native of Harrison County, and
during his life followed the occupation of farmer; he
died in 1860, aged sixty years; he was a Democrat.
His mother was a native of Harrison County, and
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Miller) Anderson;
she was a member of the Methodist Church; she died
in 1868, aged eighty-three years.
John M., the subject of this sketch, received his
education from the common schools of his native
county; at the age of eighteen, on account of his father's failing health, he became the manager of his
farm. In 1869 he bought the old homestead farm, and
remained on the same until 1876, when he sold it and
bought the farm upon which he now resides, of
George Redmon, having 167 acres of choice land,
situated one mile from Cynthiana, on the Cynthiana
and Lair's Station Pike, and is called "Sunnyside."
He has been quite an extensive stock raiser of cattle, mules, sheep, and hogs.
He was married in 1866 to Miss Mary S. Grimes,
daughter of David and Zerilda (Hedges) Grimes. She
has borne him two children; one of whom is living:
Zerilda A.
His wife died in 1879, aged eighty-four years. She
was a member of the Christian Church at Leesburg,
Harrison Co.
He is a Democrat and a member of the Granters'
Lodge at Cynthiana.
Source:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~kygenweb/kybiog/harrison/lair.jm.txt

History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison and Nicholas Counties,
Kentucky, ed. by William Henry Perrin, O. L. Baskin & Co.,
Chicago, 1882. p. 663. [Harrison County] [Cynthiana City
and Precinct]

Editor's note: you will find more information about
Matthias Lair by typing:
[Matthias Lair of Lair Settlement]
in your online search engine.

Sources:

DID YOU KNOW?

Background of the Lair Family 1738-1958\by Maude Ward
Lafferty & Helen Lafferty Nisbet, Kentucky Historical Society
(1958), pp 50-58.

Boscobel, Wisconsin is the Birthplace of the Gideon Bible
Don't know how this connects to John Lair's Boscobel
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West Valley Genealogical Society Library
In October of 2004 I visited the West
Valley Genealogical Society Library in
Youngtown, Arizona. I was impressed by
the friendliness of Deanna Hill, a volunteer aide who greets you as you walk into
the library. She was very helpful and
knowledgeable about what could be
found in the library.
The library
is maintained
by the West
Valley Genealogical SociWest Valley Genealogical Society Library
ety. The soci12222 N. 111th Ave.; Youngtown, AZ 85363-1225.
ety was organized in 1965.
donation of $5 per day reqested for non-members. Of
By the 1990's they had
course you can join the Society and receive their inout grown their facilities
formative THE DESERT TRACKER, that is published
and began looking for a
twice a year and their monthly newsletter TIDBITS.
larger one that would
he library started in the laundry room of one of
house their growing colits early members. After locating in several local
Deanna Hill
lection of books. In 2000
libraries
and rental properties, the library is now loLibrary Volunteer Aide
they moved to their new
cated in their own building. They are in the process of
building and by 2004 their
switching from their card catalog system to their just
collection has grown to 8000+ books which does not
purchased computer library cataloging program.
count periodicals, CD's, microfilms or microfiche.
It is a well rounded library that maintains books
The library is quickly becoming one of the largest gefrom every state in addition to a Canadian and
nealogy libraries in Arizona. The Society of 700+
French Canadian section. For those that are intermembers offers genealogy classes from October
ested in Johnstown, Pennsylvania they have the John
through April yearly. They also sponsor a yearly rePost Collection. For those interested in some of the
search trip to Salt Lake City. Since the Society does
original Dutch families that settled in New York, they
not receive any tax money or outside funds there is a
can delve into the Vinton Ostrander Collection, which
contains a large part of Vinton's research on the
Ostrander families. I have visited the library several
times and each time I have found information on the
surnames I have been researching.
They are located in the Sun Cities area near
Phoenix, which is a large retirement community.
Five of their members are 90+ years old. Their address is 12222 N. 111th Ave.; Youngtown, AZ 853631225.
If you are in the Phoenix area, please stop by and
visit the Library. Since the society does not receive
any tax money or outside funds, there is a daily research fee of $5 or your can join the society. For
more information about the society and library catalog visit their web site at http://www.rootsweb.com/
~azwvgs/Index.htm.

T

The library is very well organized, providing space for lap top
computers with plug ins on the left and tables on the right
where you can get to work as soon as you arrive.
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William Custer of Co H 105 Regiment Pennsylvania
CAOA Member Alexander Hall of Norristown, Pennsylvania has provided the following pension file and
family history of his ancestor William Custer.
William Custer of Norristown, PA. served with Company H, 105th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He did not
serve long, but he did serve.
William was drafted into the 105th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Co. H on March 2, 1865 under the name of
Kuster. The information was taken from his pension records and the history of the 105th Pa. Vol. Infantry Regiment. It appears that William participated in the Appomattox Campaign and was at Appomattox Court House at
the time of General Lee's surrender. He was mustered out with the Company on July 11, 1865 at Alexandria VA.
William's pension file contains several affidavits affirming to his character. I do have one that is written about an
injury he sustained from a fall that he took while on a march from Clover Hill, to Washington D.C. after the surrender of Lee. He was stationed at Camp Clover Hill VA. I found that Appomattox had at one time been named
Clover Hill.
Alexander Hall
There have been several Congressional acts under which a pensioner or his widow or dependent children
could apply for pension benefits for service during the Civil War.
March 3, 1865

January 29, 1887

June 27, 1890(I)

June 27, 1890(W)

March 3, 1891

February 15, 1895

March 2, 1895

February 17, 1897

May 9, 1900

June 28, 1902

July 1, 1902

June 28, 1906

February 6, 1907

April 19, 1908

May 11, 1912

March 4, 1913

September 8, 1916

May 1, 1920

July 3, 1926

June 9, 1930

[I] Invalid [W] Widow
William Custer applied for his pension under the act of
June 27, 1890 as an invalid and again under the act of
February 6, 1907.
William Custer, the son of William Custer and Mary
Walker, was born on December 10, 1827. He lived most of
his life in Norristown, Pa., where he was employed as a
day labor. William married Mary Ann Arp on May 26, 1849
at the Whitepain Reformed Church, Blue Bell, PA. The
Rev. George Wack officiated. The couple were married for
37 years and they had nine children.
(Continued on page 9)

William Custer Sr
Died March 25th 1909

Co H 105th Reg PA Inf
In the 81st year

DID YOU KNOW?
The last President of the United States to have served
in the Civil War was William McKinley!

Norris City Cemetery, West Norriton, PA
Page 6
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Their children were:
William, born September 24, 1851
Josiah, born April 22, 1853
Albert, born March 16, 1856
Henry, born 1858
Ephraim, born May 21, 1860
Abraham, born February 25, 1863
Rubin, born March 20, 1865
Mary Elizabeth, born 1867
Levi, born February 7, 1871
Toward the end of the Civil War William was
drafted into Company H, 105 Infantry Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteers on March 2, 1865. He took
part in the Appomattox campaign when General Lee
surrendered. He was discharged after four months of
service at Alexandria VA. on July 11, 1865.
He returned to Norristown and continued to
work as a labor. He also became an elder in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, DeKalb Street, Norristown. A position he held for sixteen years. His wife,
Mary Ann died on February 8, 1886 at their home on
Basin Street.
Later in life William was employed by the borough of Norristown to fill the oil street lamps. On
February 15, 1890 he married Emiline Emery Farrington, this was his second marriage. Emiline died
on March 3, 1891.
William died on March 25, 1909 at his son,
Ephraim's, home at 815 George Street, Norristown.
He is buried at the Norris City Cemetery, PA.
My relationship to William is:
William & Mary Ann --- William & Ada Van Fossen -- Rebecca Custer & Penrose Thomas ---- Alexander
J. Hall

From the CAOA Archives
PK.(E).0.0? Reiner Kuster 1542-1616
PK.(E).0.0?.0? Johannes Kuster 1576-1650
PK.(E).0.0?.0?.04 Arnold Kuster 1606-1679
PK.(E).0.0?.0?.04.07 Paulus Kusters 1644-1708
PK.0.07 Hermanus Kuster 1681-1760
PK.0.07.01 Peter Custer 1709-1769
PK.0.07.01.01 Herman Custer 1729-1800
PK.0.07.01.01.02 Peter Custer 1760-1799
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04 William Custer 1799-1849
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02 William Custer 1828-1909
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02.01 William Custer 1851-1910
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02.01.04 Rebecca Thomas 1883-1937
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02.01.04.02 Florence Hall 1915-1996
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02.01.04.02.01 Alexander James Hall
Census:
1860 Pa, Montgomery Co, Whitepain Twp, Blue Bell
1870 Pa, Montgomery Co, Norristown
1880 Pa, Montgomery Co, Norristown, ED 49
Baptism-Death: Evangelical Lutheran Church of the
Trinity\Norristown, Pa
William Custer baptism 30 June 1861
Mrs. Mary Custer baptism & conf. 14 April 1865
Mrs. Custer died 10 Feb 1886, age 61 years.
Marriage: Montgomery County Marriage Book 9, p 2392
William Custer, Sr, 65 yrs, of Norristown, son of William
and Mary, laborer, former wife died Feb 1886; to Emeline
Farrington, 65 yrs, of Norristown, housekeeper, on 15 Feb
1890, by Belville Roberts.

As a footnote to your research. If you are fortunate to
find references to a marriage and further, the name of
the preacher who married your ancestors as noted in
these typical Pension files try to find the preacher or
his records on line. This is just another way to open a
few doors into your ancestor's past. In this instance
Alexander Hall was aware of George Wack because
the Montgomery County Historical Society in Norristown has George's records. Alex has also seen
George's name on many documents during his research, which means this particular preacher must
have been very popular and trusted in the community.
Prior to my learning that Alex had access to George
Wack's records I went on line and found several helpful references. I have been fortunate in my research
to locate other records this way. When the Church
keeps an archive but may not have an individual
preacher's records, look to local townships and their
libraries or archives for such records. You may be fortunate enough to find a handwritten document, which
includes your ancestor's name.
Editor

Death certificate: William Custer, born 10 Dec 1828, age
80 years, 3 months, 15 days. Died 25 March 1909, buried
Norris City Cemetery. Informant - Ephraim Custer.
Burials: Norris City Cemetery, Norristown, Pa.
Melinda Custer, age 26 yrs, died 8 Sep 1885 pneumonia
Joseph Custer, age 10 months, died 16 Sep 1885 cholera
Mary Elizabeth Custer, age 58 yrs, died 8 Feb 1886
Albert Custer, age 34 yrs, died 20 Jan 1888, typhoid
William Custer

DID YOU KNOW?
Winfield Scott Hancock, 1824-86, Union general
in the Civil War was born at Montgomery Square,
near Norristown, Pa.
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CAOA and Little Big Horn Associates
Beautiful Monroe, Michigan, hometown of General George Armstrong
Custer and his family, served as the backdrop for an insightful and entertaining conference for CAOA members. Sandy and Steve Alexander organized the three day program and proved to be exemplary Hosts of the
event.

First stop for the CAOA
caravan on Thursday morning was the Monroe Historical Commission Museum
where Archivist Chris Kull
introduced the Commission’s holdings and provided historical context for
the Custer family in Monroe.
Photo by Mary-Margaret Ward

CAOA members Rebecca Del Frate (left)
and Catherine Burke enjoyed a moment at
General Custer’s Statue.
Photo by Catherine Burke

Jim Ryland, Museum Curator, took members on a personalized museum tour and introduced the Custer Collection, including the original grave markers which had
been placed for George Armstrong, Tom Custer, Boston Custer, brother-in-law Lt. James Calhoun, and
nephew Autie Reed after the Little Big Horn battle.
Harold Castor chatting with Jeanne Micka
Photo by Mary-Margaret Ward

George and Libbie

Photo by Mary-Margaret Ward

Photo by Rebecca del Frate
Page 10
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Joint Conference October 7-9 2004

Photo by Mary-Mart Ward

CAOA Members and family who
attended the event were:
Catherine & Walter Burke,
Harold Castor,
Mary Margaret Ward,
Rebecca DelFrate
Janine Lembo
(daughter of Rebecca)

Robert & Helen Sloney
Bonnie & Dana Goodman
(daughter and son-in-law of Robert and
Helen)

Monroe Historical Museum Commissioners, Dick and Jeanne Micka,
led the caravan to Woodland Cemetery, where G. A. Custer’s parents,
Emmanuel and Maria Ward
Kirkpatrick Custer, their son Boston
Custer, and grandson Harry Armstrong “Autie” Reed are buried. Boston and Autie were killed at Little Big
Horn. Margaret Custer Calhoun
Maugham, the General’s sister, is also
buried in the family plot. Woodland
Cemetery is the burial site for Judge
Daniel Bacon, Libbie Custer’s father.

Photo by Mary-Margaret Ward

Following a bountiful dinner
Thursday evening at Cabela’s,
CAOA and LBHA member Bill
MacAfee, presented the Custer family lineage. Bill, met his
Janine Lembo
Harold Castor Catherine Burke
Rebecca Del Frate
Photo from Catherine cousins Catherine Burke, Rebecca Del Frate and Janine
(Del Frate) Lembo for the first time at the conference.
On Friday, Sandy Alexander introduced CAOA members to Monroe County Public Library’s Chief Reference Librarian Carl Katafiaz.
Mr. Katafiaz discussed the Monroe Public Library’s web site and the
research which can be conducted through it.
The Custer collection web address is:
http://monroe.lib.mi.us/_special_collections_custer.htm
The Monroe Historical Museum and the Monroe County Historical Society hosted the premier of Destiny at Dawn: Loss & Victory
on the Washita, a film commissioned by the National Park Service for
Washita National Park. Mark Gardner, historian and screenwriter for
the film, introduced the film and after the showing, entertained guests
with a performance of music reflecting the Western Experience. Notable guests were General G. A. Custer (Steve Alexander), General and
Mrs. Thomas L. Rosser (Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harris) and Captain and
Mrs. George Yates (Mr. and Mrs. Roy Viessman).
The conference concluded with a festive dinner and auction, followed by General Thomas L. Rosser as portrayed by Robert Harris.

Libbie Custer aka Sandy Alexander
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Col. Russell Alger, General Custer & Mrs. Col. Alger
Also known as
Richard Micka Steve Alexander Jeanne Micka
Photo by Catherine Burke

NEWS CASTER MARCH 2005

On Saturday, CAOA members and LBHA members joined for
the joint conference, which included a tour of Monroe and Custer
sites. They stopped for lunch at the Bacon Custer Home now
owned by Steve and Sandy Alexander.

See Page 16 and Page 18 for more
pictures and story.

Photo from Catherine Burke

A very BIG thank you goes to the following people for putting on such
a great event:
Steve and Sandy Alexander
Hosts of the CAOA-LBHA Joint Conference
Dick and Jeanne Micka
Monroe Historical Museum Commissioners.
Chris Kull
Monroe Historical Museum Archivist
Jim Ryland
Monroe Historical Museum Curator
Carl Katafiaz
Chief Reference Librarian, Monroe County Public Libraries
Mark L. Gardner
“Historian, Writer, Musician of Western Experience”
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Steve and Sandy Alexander
General George Armstrong Custer and his wife
Libbie
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The Custer Conspiracy
By Jane McBride, The Enterprise, Beaumont, Texas
Published 20 July, 2003.
Beaumont--So what if General George Armstrong
Custer really wasn't an Indian-hating megalomaniac
who charged into Little Bighorn, ignoring orders to
wait? What if he was following orders issued by a
commanding officer under the direction of an electionyear president whose brother Custer had embarrassed during a public inquiry?
What if the President, the General of the
United States Army and the Secretary of the War all
had good reason to want Custer dead?
Yes, the word conspiracy figures prominently
in this scenario, but its theorist swears he doesn't
dream about black helicopters or frequent Web sites
where sinister plots hold center court.
Rex Stevenson, III is a private security administrator/consultant with a passion for military history
and a deeply held respect for soldiers of any kind,
from Civil War cavalry officers to those who fought in
Vietnam.
Stevenson, 54, has spent numerous hours in
the National Archives in Washington, D.C., and libraries across the country, researching any materials he
could find on Custer and the 1876 battle that took his
life, along with those of 226 officers and enlisted men.
He even walked the battlefield, wanting to retrace what happened there.
It is his theory that Custer was targeted for
assassination by a group of conspirators that included
several high-ranking military and government officials,
a conclusion he hopes to eventually turn into a book.
Stevenson, who said he always has been interested in history, grew up watching old war movies.
"I remember watching "To Hell and Back' with
Audie Murphy. My dad would put us in our bunny-feet
pajamas and take us to the drive-in. It was mandatory."
As he grew older, Stevenson developed an
interest in three specific wars: the 300 Spartans who
he said held off "half a million" Persians; Custer and
the Little Bighorn; and Gen. George Patton and WWII.
"I'd go through two or three books a week,"
Stevenson said. "When I was younger, I saw through
different eyes. I was saddened because Custer and
his entire command were wiped out. I've watched the
Errol Flynn movie about it a hundred times. I never
get Tired of it."
Stevenson said he began to view the "well
over 100" books on the battle and "thousands" of articles differently when he started noticing some startling
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discrepancies.
"The problem with the books is they're trying
to figure out what happened at the battle, and they're
only concerned with that one day."
Stevenson did, and said his conclusion is
this: "I think he was sep up to be assassinated.
They had to eliminate him and they let the Indians do
the job for them."
According to Stevenson, Custer had just testified about the harsh treatment of Native Americans
before two Congressional hearings in Washington a
month or so before the battle, embarrassing Orville
Grant, President Grant's brother and the director of
Indian Affairs.
"People say Custer was an Indian hater,"
Stevenson said. "He was not. He risked his career to
go to Washington and tell what was happening."
Stories about the corruption were "all over
the papers," Stevenson said, causing Secretary of
War William K. Belknap to resign.
Another troubling issue was erupting at the
same time, Stevenson said, concerning railroad expansion.
The railroad wanted the land around the
Black Hills of South Dakota for expansion. The Native Americans who owned it said, "No."
So, Stevenson theorized, those who wanted
to see Custer dead could accomplish two tasks at
once: have the Indians kill Custer and destroy sympathy Americans were feeling for the Indians, leaving
the door open to take the Black Hills without public
outcry.
The details are intricate; including telegrams
Stevenson said contradicted information sent to Custer that he "might encounter 500 to 800 poorly-armed
Indians."
"In reality, the general officers sent telegrams
that he might encounter 3,000 warriors," Stevenson
said.
"The history books say Custer underestimated the Indians' strength and was overwhelmed,"
Stevenson added. "That's not what happened. He
was set up to be killed, under orders to seek out the
enemy and return them to the reservation."
When asked if he had shared his theory with
anyone else, Stevenson said he once wrote an author of one of the books on Custer and the battle.
"He told me I was full of hooey," Stevenson
laughed.
He did share his views on several message
boards, where he found others who, after discussion,
agreed.
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Ralph Wooster, professor of history at Lamar
University, said that he's skeptical of theories that revolve around a conspiracy and "would question
(Stevenson's) findings so far," then added, "but then, I
haven't seen them."
Wooster, who said he is "by no means" an
expert on the subject, has read a great deal about
Custer. Some of what Stevenson proposes is not
new, Wooster said.
"For instance, the charges of Grant's brother
being out to get Custer. The best book on Custer we
have so far is the one by Robert Utley and he doesn't
agree (with Stevenson) on Custer's view of the Indians."
Wooster said research like Stevenson's is
something historians do, sometimes with results that
change history.
"That's the reason we're historians, to discover new facts and reexamine events. New materials do turn up and he may have found those."
As to why he has pursued this so doggedly,
Stevenson said the answer is simple.
"I'd like to see justice done. People say he
was a megalomaniac. I'm not saying he wasn't vain

or that he didn't want glory. They all did. It was the
only way to be promoted in peacetime, but on that
day, and in that engagement, it wasn't his intent. He
was a soldier following orders to bring the Indians
back to the reservation."
Custer became a general when he was 23
and was considered one of the best cavalry generals
during the Civil War era, Stevenson said.
"People can change history, pervert it," Stevenson said and he feels compelled to set this story
straight.
"It took Libby Custer, Custer's wife, three
years to get a court of inquiry, and only then because
she insisted on it. There were no survivors of the
battle. No two testimonies at the court of inquiry
were alike," he said.
"Vindication is what I'm after."
CAOA thank you to member, Naaman J. Woodland,
Jr., for sending this to our attention.
(Permission was granted by the author to publish the
article. )

CAOA Florida Get-Togethers in spite of the Hurricanes
Lunch at Delaware Bay Restaurant in
Boynton Beach, on the Atlantic Shore

Lunch at Pappas Restaurant in Tarpon Springs
north of Tampa/Clearwater
Jack and Jo Kester, Geri and Dan Thurman and
Buck and Bonnie Custer got together on 15 December 2004. Dale and Marie Custer and Richard Keister
had planned to be there, the aftermath of the hurricanes prevented their attendance.

Standing L-R Evelyn Verrone, Nell Custer,
Sitting L-R Roy Custer Jr., Bonnie Custer, Buck Custer

We had a nice luncheon get-together at Boynton
Beach on 1 December 2004. Roy Custer, Jr., Evelyn
Verrone, her sister Nell, Bonnie and I had an enjoyable time. Roy, Evelyn and Nell have a lot in common as they are descended from Arnold Kuster. He
is a descendant of PK.0.01.01.05. and they are descendants of PK 0.01.01.11 —
Buck
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Jo Kester, Dan and Geri Thurman, Bonnie and Buck Custer
not in the picture is photographer Jack Kester
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American POW Camps
It was announced in the December News Caster
that Paul Joseph Custer, formerly of North English,
Iowa, had died November 10, 2004. Paul had served
as a Prison Guard in Eldora, Iowa where he was stationed at a German Prisoner of War Camp during WWII.
If you are surprised to learn that German soldiers
were kept in the U.S. as prisoners then this is a reminder that life is short and history fleeting. This chapter in World War II history is unfortunately being forgotten like the stories from soldiers whose ranks are being
depleted daily. This editor will suggest that in just 60
some years researches can't even agree on the number
and location of American POW camps or the number of
internees. Statistics run from a little over 500 branch
and main camps to over six hundred plus.
Since the United States is such a distance from
the actual battlefront younger readers may be startled
to learn that by the end of the Second World War some
400,000 German, Italian, and Japanese POWs found
themselves imprisoned in the United States. Those
who were too young to remember such events and may
not have been taught this part of history in school might
now find it interesting.
The Camp that Paul Custer was attached to was
actually a branch camp. The main camp in Iowa was
Camp Algona in Kossuth County. The camp Custer
worked at in Eldora was one of ten Iowa branches.
Many States utilized branch and mobile camps outside
of main camps, which were used specifically for the
needs of local communities. In the case of some mobile camps in New Mexico, for example, the prisoners
were used as farm laborers, picking cotton and other
crops.
In June of 2004, the Camp Algona POW commit-

tee, citizens of Algona, signed a contract with the
Iowa State Bank, purchasing the former Furniture
Loft Building at 114 South Thorington Street in Algona and opened their doors on July 9th 2004. According to Committee Historian, Jerry Yocum, their
goal included the development of an exhibit display
facility (museum). Beginning in April 2005, the museum will be open Saturday and Sunday each
week from 1:00-4:00 p.m. The Camp Algona committee is continuing to accept artifacts that directly
relate to military or civilian experience in World War
II. They are committed to telling the story of Algona
area residents who were involved in World War II
either in a military or civilian capacity.
Lt. Col. Arthur T. Lobdell, was the first commander of the prisoner of war camp at Clarinda,
Iowa and commanded the camp at Algona from
June of 1944 until it's closing in February of
1946. After 14 years of research and writing, Professor Emeritus George H. Lobdell, nephew of the
commander, has published a 325-page work The
Golden Rule Challenge: Command of World War II
German POW Camps in the Upper Mid-West on
the role of leadership in the operation of Camp
Clarinda and Camp Algona.
Today the long disputed difference in the
treatment of foreign POWs in America and American POWs in Europe is still being expressed in bitter discussions by former POWs some of which you
can access on the Internet. Foreign POWs in the
U.S. were paid to work and given adequate food,
shelter and medical attention. The same cannot be
said for American POWs. One American POW
who wishes to remain anonymous said that he was
180 pounds when he went into the service and was
captured near the French-German border in December 1944. After four months in the Stalag near
Dresden he was down to 140 pounds. He spent his
four months at hard labor with rations that included
soup, which was mostly water and scraps of bread.
Then there were the American and Philippino
POWs forced to march 10 days and 70 miles in the
Bataan Death March and kept in camps where
more than half died.
An interesting sidebar when you find certain
troops Italian, German, Japanese, in certain camps
in the United States, one of the reasons was climate. The Geneva Convention of 1929 required
Photo courtesy of Camp Algona POW committee
see http://www.pwcamp.algona.org/museum.htm
View remarks of Lt. Col. Arthur T. Lobdell
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that prisoners of war be moved to a climate similar to
that where they were captured. As a result camps
that were located in Texas, for example, housed
many of the Afrika Corps troops of Germany; the climate in Texas considered similar to Africa.
The Following is written from a taped interview
with Caster descendant, John Edgar Mott, whose
words offer a candid perspective of Camp life during
his time as a guard at Monticello, Arkansas.
“I was with the Mounted Military Police in Arkansas...I was with the Military Police escort
taking care of Italian prisoners. They were
from the African front (originally) from Sicily".
(The U.S.) "Brought them into New Orleans
by ship and narrow gauge railroad up to Monticello, Arkansas...then we rode down and
took a bunch of them down to New Orleans
and set up a camp. The prisoners of war
built it...built the barracks...it was for the Army
Nurse Corps training center.”

C AOA - L B H A bac k i n t i m e

Roy & Lana Viessman portraying Capt. & Mrs. George (Annie)
Yates, Bob & Vivian Harris portraying General & Mrs. Thomas L.
(Betty) Rosser, & Steve Alexander as General George A. Custer

The joint conference of the Castor Association
and Great Lakes Region LBH Association was held
October 7 thru 9, 2004 at Monroe MI. The conference
was hosted by Steve and Sandy Alexander (Custer Reenactors) of Monroe, MI. General George Armstrong
Custer was raised in Monroe, MI and was the subject of
the entire three days. At the Monroe Historical Museum,
Monroe County Library and Dorsch Library there
were many archives of interest and items that had belonged to the Custer Family. We visited the local cemetery where most of the Custers are buried (including two
who were killed at Little Big Horn. My great Uncle
Emanuel (father of George) is also buried there. A dinner and session at Cabelas was interesting. Bill McAfee
was the speaker and introduced his Custer relatives. Another buffet dinner featured music and
speaking by an employee of a National Park. A bus
tour took us to many local sites, including the Custer
Monument, the church where George and Elizabeth
were married and other Custer landmarks. During a
short break my daughter and I strolled the beach of Lake
Erie. At lunch time we were served box luncheon in the
yard of the house that was owned by George Custer
and Libbie. Now it has been restored beautifully by
Steve and Sandy Alexander who presently own and live
there. Dinner at the inn was lovely. The table seated
officers of the Civil War both Union and Confederate. They were all in period uniforms and served as reenactors every two years in the Little Big Horn Massacre of 1876. My daughter, Janine Lembo and I
were lucky enough to be asked to sit at the head table
with these men and their wives. There were many interesting speeches and remembrances. All who attended
the dinner were given a replica of George's shaving mug
which was originally kept in the local barbershop but is
now in a local museum.

In a letter to his sister he writes: [March 21,
1944]
“About the prisoners sis, they seem very
glad to be here at least the ones I’ve had so
far. They are getting more money here,
80cents a day; about $23.00 per month and
the ones that don’t work get $3.00 a month. In
Italy they only got about $15 a month. They
are not the type of people to fight. When we
take them out to work, they sing and laugh,
hell, they don’t have it so bad. Sometimes I
feel sorry for them and other times, I could
shoot them all. I’m making $17 a month.
Haven’t had any trouble so far with my prisoners, I guess they like me, because I’m so good
to them. We have 500 Italian prisoners and
there are 100 of us.
After (New Orleans) we went back to the
mail pool at Monticello and then in [Late April]
'44 they broke it up and I had to go back to the
combat medic infantry in Abilene, Texas. We
soldiered there just outside of Abilene.
We were told that some camps we were
going to use for prisoner's of war...the Germans they brought over from the same front
area... that the red cross said that it was inhuman to have anybody stay there...it was good
enough for us though.

[Editor's note] If you have an interest in campsites in your
state I would suggest you begin on the state level and if you
are not satisfied then try the county level beginning with former or current military posts.

All this effort was accomplished by Steve and
Sandy. They were so gracious and willing to
please. They are wonderful co-hosts.
Rebecca Del Frate
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N e w s C a s to r

W e b C a s to r
Have you checked out the new look of the CAOA
web page? I found some time this fall to redo the web
page. There is still a lot of work that needs to be
done. I have heard from several members that they
like the new look. Take a look and let me know what
you think.
The CAOA Guest Book has some interesting entries in it and Fred Custer our guest book monitor has
reported that in the year 2004 there were 22 visitors
that signed it, 10 of those have provided possible
new data for CAOA and 11 requested data from
CAOA.
The web page has been viewed 10,223 times
since the counter was installed.

Let us help you link up with other
researchers looking for the same people.
Further information wanted: James W. Custer, of
Tennessee, appointed Captain by Congress of Confederate States, August 1861.
Editor, Newscaster
Editor@caoa-gen.org
Henry A. Jean Caster’s Files. Henry A. J. Caster
compiled information for "The Castors of Castorland"
printed in 1910. His compilation was published as
part two of a single manuscript, the first part of which
was "The Castor family of Pennsylvania", authored
by George Castor Martin.
It is the supposition of this editor that a great deal
of correspondence passed between Henry A. Jean
Caster and the subjects of his research. This correspondence along with other files and family documents may have been passed on to his family or
hopefully archived in a local library possibly in New
York or Pennsylvania and since forgotten. Any information leading to the whereabouts of these files is
greatly appreciated.
Contact Editor, NewsCaster
Editor@caoa-gen.org.

Have you visited our online directory? There
will not be a new membership directory until July
2006.
As the renewals come in I have been adding
names to the directory. So if your name is not there
please send me a note. I hope to have all of them in
by the time this issue is published.
webmaster@caoa-gen.org

C a s to r F i l e s
I attended a TMG (The Master Genealogist) Conference in Arizona last October and learned a great
deal about how to better utilize TMG for preserving
the data we
have in the
CAOA Archives.
Bob Velke, who
created TMG
with a genealogists needs in
mind, spent
some time with
me. His hands
on help has enabled me to be
Bob Velke
Patricia Caster
more successful
Jean White in background
in entering the
data we have in the Archives into TMG . Since October I have been able to get 3 small lines with the text
files entered.
hanks to Alexander Hall for sending the military records of William Custer
PK.0.07.01.01.02.04.02. We now have new information about William that we did not have. I will be entering the data as soon as I can to our TMG file.
Patricia

T

If you have an important question that you feel our
readers may have an answer to please send them to:
NewsCaster Query
Editor@caoa-gen.org

C a s to r F l a s h
Do we need to update your file?
Have a new mail address—phone number?
Want to be on the caoa-org@caoa-gen.org email list?
Have the user id and password for the Online Dir?
Seen your name in the online directory?
Send an email to membership@caoa-gen.org or
send a note to Gary Custer, Membership VP.
(address on page 19)

Brock’s Gap Heritage Day announced:

The 15th annual BROCKS GAP HERITAGE DAY will
be held at Fulks Run Elementary School, Fulks Run,
on Saturday, April 2, 2005, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact Pat Ritchie for more information:
1559 Moffett Dr.,
Winchester, VA 22601
pritchie2@earthlink.net
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From the President Buck Custer

want to take this opportunity to thank Sue and Bryce Wanless for the wonderful job they have done as
Publication Manager of the Association. After many years of doing this job they have earned a welldeserved rest. I have taken over the function of Publications Manager and, as a result, you will notice that the
News Caster is now coming from Orlando, Florida. I hope that I will be able to do the job nearly as well as Sue
and Bryce.
We have held three regional get-togethers in Florida (see separate article in this issue) and we are planning
a couple more during the next months. I hope that other regions will follow our example. It is really enjoyable to
meet with fellow members.
Just before the December issue was published the CAOA Board made some changes that would benefit
both the Association and the members. They were mentioned in the December issue with a promise of more information in the March issue. This was necessary to be able to implement the changes on January 1 of 2005.
The first change was in the dues structure. Many members expressed feelings that they would not mind paying more in dues to help keep CAOA financially sound and to have improved newsletters. The board being aware
that many of the members could not afford a raise in dues did some brainstorming. Bruce came up with the idea
of a three tiered level for the dues, which would allow everyone to contribute on a level that would fit their
budgets. It has been successful, many members have sent their dues as Contributing Members and several have
renewed at the Sustaining Member level, while others are continuing to renew as Members. All of these contributions are helping to keep the Association going.
The second change involves the lineage report that a new member receives. When the Association began in
1983, the amount of information available for sharing was limited. After receiving 20+ years of research data from
the members it is not so limited. Depending on the lineage line of a new member, reports now may be limited to
what the new member sent or 5 to 75+ pages of data. The amount of time it takes to put a report together can
vary from a couple of days to months. After some discussion of this process the Board has approved and outlined a new process which includes:
** The CAOA Archive Coordinator will make every effort to answer queries from members and nonmembers in a timely manner in the order received basis. There will be no charge for this service.
** The CAOA Archive Coordinator upon receiving a new membership application will determine the
lineage chart and what books and reports are available for the new members line.
** The CAOA Archive Coordinator will send a Lineage Chart. A list of currently available books and
reports with their cost will be provided should the member decide to order one or all of them.
** The CAOA Archive Coordinator upon notification by the treasurer that reports have been paid for
will proceed to create and send the reports to the member.
** Ordered books will be sent by the Treasurer as soon as payment is received.
The CAOA Board is looking at ways to provide our members with better newsletters and access to
the information in the archives. Buck
Be sure to check the mailing label to see what year you are paid thru — If it says 2004 this is your last issue.

T h r e e C AOA M e m b e r s M e e t C o u s i n s f o r t h e 1 s t T i m e
L-R Janine Lembo, Bill McAfee Rebecca Del Frate and Catherine Burke.
Photo from Catherine Burke

Rebecca, her daughter Janine and Catherine met their cousin
Bill and each other for the first time after dinner at Cabelas on
Thursday evening while attending the CAOA-LBHA Joint Conference in Monroe Michigan.
Bill, was the featured speaker who talked about his research
as a genealogist, of his Custer ancestors.
All four are cousins of the General and have a keen interest in
the General and Libbie.
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The Castor Association of America is a non-profit corporation
dedicated to the discovery and preservation
of family history for all variations of the family surname.

Castor Association of America
Balance Sheet End December 2004
Fiscal Year: 1 January — December 31

Kuster Koster Custer Kusterd Kuester Kester Custard
Kustard Kaster Kistard Kister Gerster Caster Castor
Kastor Koester Kiester Keister

Income
General Fund-Dues-News Caster
General Fund Donations
General Fund Interest
Book Orders
Publication Fund Donations
Publication Fund Interest
Prepaid Dues
From Prior Year Surplus
Gaylord Fund Donations
TOTAL
Expenses
General Fund
Publication Fund
News Caster
Other
Other Printing
CAOA-LBHA Conference

$3,785.00
1,260.00
273.25
360.00
25.00
5.26
900.00
544.26
25.00
————$6,089.25

TOTAL

$1,093.52
29.54
1,641.98
16.15
519.66
946.00
————$4,246.85

INCOME(LOSS)

<1842.40>

Officers
President……………….………...Charles D. “Buck Custer
Vice President………………. . . . . .………….Gary Custer
Secretary………………………….…Mary-Margaret Ward
Treasurer……………………………..……..…….Joe Lacy

Appointed Positions
Archives Coordinator…………...………….Patricia Caster
Editor…………………………………..……...Bruce Black
Publications Manager……...…………………Sue Wanless
Historian……………………………………..Phillip Castor
Web Master……………...…………...……...open position
Library………………...……………...…….Patricia Caster
CAOA Queries
Charles “Buck” Custer President
1815 Billingshurst Court
Orlando, FL 32825-8438
President@caoa-gen.org
Membership and Change of Address
Gary L. Custer, Vice President, Membership
438 Hiway 74
Twin Falls, ID 83301-0300
Membership@caoa-gen.org
Secretary
Mary-Margaret Ward, Secretary
2214 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA 94115-1930
secretary@caoa-gen.org

Haven’t seen your Ancestor’s lately?
OOPS In the News Caster I mean
The articles in the News Caster are from the
members and from suggestions by the
members. If you haven’t seen your ancestors, let us know and we will see what we
can do about it. Letting us know about any
interesting stories or queries helps to make
this a great Newsletter —–
Bruce, Editor

Membership Dues...Book Purchases…News-Caster Issues
Joe Lacy, Treasurer
302 County rd. 6720
Natalia, TX 78059-2113
Treasurer@caoa-gen.org
Articles/Suggestions for News-Caster
Bruce Black, Editor
PO Box 959
Sugarloaf, CA 92386-0959
Editor@caoa-gen.org
Archives and Lineage Questions
CAOA Library Books
Patricia Caster, Archives Coordinator
PO Box 955
Windsor, CA 95492-0955
Archives@caoa-gen.org

Please ask before you use it
All material published by the
Castor Association of America
including the News Caster, information on the CAOA web
site, books, or materials in any other form, including materials developed from the CAOA Archives, may be used
only with the express written Permission of the
Castor Association of America.

The News Caster is published quarterly by the
Castor Association of America. Past issues may
be ordered from the Treasurer for $5 an issue.

http://www.caoa-gen.org
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This quote sums up what we have been hearing from our members:
“I really enjoy the News Caster. They are interesting and I always
learn new information about the many Castor/Caster families, etc.
The officers do a great job”
Thanks to all of the members who have contributed their time, ideas and information that
have made the News Caster a great publication! Keep the ideas and articles coming in!
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Else Kuster Stem and Catherine Stem/Sterns Owen
Are They Mother and Daughter?
By Pat D. Saunders
t took me some
5 Aug 1807.
years and a lot of
It was after the year 2000
help to find that Else
that I found a will that
Kuster is probably an anseemed to identify Cathcestor of mine. Kelly
erine’s family. An entry from
O’Leary, who descends
“Genealogical Records:
from William Saunders
Pennsylvania Wills, 1682and Mary E. Ashton as I
1834” appears to list the
do, has shared her family
family of Balzer Stem when
treasures with me and
he died. The abstract
brought me much inforcomes from “Abstracts of
mation from the internet.
Philadelphia Co. Wills,
Marguerite Zawislak, who
1777-1790, Will Abstracts”
descends from Ismael
as published on the Family
Owen and Catherine
Archives CD #209. I say
Stem as I do, has done
“appears to list” because of
much research and
the many versions of his
Ismael and Catherine (Sterns) Owen homestead
brought back great photoname that I have seen; BalPhotograph from Joe and Marguerite Zawislak
graphs of the places
zer Stame, Balthar Stam,
where our ancestors lived
Joh. Balth. Stamm, Baltzer
in Pennsylvania. These cousins who were strangers
Stam, Baltes Stamm, Baldaser Stam, Balthas Stam,
to me have shared my enthusiasms and supported
and Battes Sterns have all appeared in print. The abme when I was ill; they have greatly enriched my life
stract of the will says,
and helped me to understand my family.
Some time before 1993 my father gave me the
“STERNS, BATTES. Providence, Co. of Phila. Aupages of family information that his father, Freas
gust 30, 1781. September 26, 1781. S.16.
Wife: Susannah. Children: Conrad, Peter, John,
Saunders, had copied. One of the pages was
Catharine, Anna, Jacob, Abraham, Betty.
headed “The Dalles, Oregon”. Freas identified the
Exec: Brother: Conrad Sterns. Brother-in-Law:
information as, “Copy of the record of the family of
Jacob Keester [Kuster].
Ismael Owen, grandfather of my father, William SaunWit: Christopher Sorver, Mathias Moyer.”
ders, in the hands of my father this seventh day of
February, A.D.1893.” He listed Ismael Owen, b. 20
ints of the other forms of this man’s name
Apr 1748, d. 1820, and Catherine Sterns, b. 24 Mar
were pointed out to me in a history of the
1763, d. 11 Mar 1846, along with their 11 children.
area
where
Ismael Owen died in 1820. A History of
These children were Morris Owen b. 12 Feb 1788,
the
Juniata
Valley
And Its People, written by John W.
Henry Owen b. 19 Mar 1791, Elizabeth Owen b. 10
Jordan,
LL.D.
in
1913
says of Catherine, “She was a
Oct 1792, David Owen b. 1 Mar 1794, Rebecca
Miss
Catherine
Stem
before
her marriage, born
Owen b. 26 June 1796, William Owen b. 28 Nov
March
24,
1763,
the
daughter
of Conrad Stem, of
1797, Sarah Owen b. 20 Aug 1799 d. 11 June 1876,
German
descent.”
I
have
since
satisfied myself that
Rachael Owen b. 5 Apr 1801, Lewis Owen b. 18 Feb
Conrad
Stem
was
our
Catherine’s
grandfather, not
1802, Owen Owen b. 16 Apr 1805, and Mary Owen b.
her father, but the name Stem started me searching
21
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buried at Skippack Mennonite Burying Ground.
2. Jacob Custer, Oct. 14, 1731-Dec. 14, 1804; married
April 17, 1760, Elizabeth Van Fossen; buried at Skippack Mennonite Burying Ground.
3. Else Custer, born about 1733; married Balzer
Stame (Stem).
4. John Custer, 1735-1794; married Sarah---.
5. Paul Custer, 1737-1800; married Elizabeth---.”

in the right places.
The Will of a Conrad Stam was dated 9 12 1744
and proved 2 1 1779; it identifies Balthar Stam as the
son of Conrad Stam. This entry from Philadelphia
County, Pennsylvania Wills, 1682-1819 is posted on
Ancestry.com. The abstract of Conrad’s Will says:
“Stam, Conrad. New Providence, Co. of Philadelphia.
Yeoman. Dec 9, 1744. Jan 2 1779. R.152. Wife:
Maria Catharina. Children: Frederick, Conrad,
Balthar, Catharina, Magdalena, Salame. Exec: William Shepherd, Maria Catharina, Stam.”

M

y next step was to identify Catherine’s
mother’s parents. This has led to questions
as well as answers since the information that I found
listed Else Kuster Stam, not Susannah (?) Stem. Peter Custer’s will was written in 1768, which was after
Catherine Stem was born. I have not yet found any
primary documents stating that Else Kuster married
Balzer Stam before Catherine was born. Nor have I
found a death record for Else. Until I find primary records for Else, the idea that she is Catherine’s mother
is only my best guess.
An abstract of the will of Peter Kuster [Keester?]
from Will Book O, page 278 says,

Pages 14 and 15 do not appear to give the sources of
this information. Perhaps the reference information is
on the pages of the article that I have not seen.
I believe that it is Peter Custer's father, Hermanus,
who wrote the following will abstracted in Pennsylvania Wills, 1682-1834:"
:
“KUSTAR, HERMONUS. Perkiomie, Co. of Philadelphia. Yeoman. January 9, 1760. February 23, 1760.
L.394.
Wife: Isabella.
Children: Gertrude, Margaret, Modlin, Rebecca, John,
Paul and Peter.
Grandchildren: Isabella and Barbara Tyson.
Sons-in-Law: Henry Umsted, Gesbert Bohrs, Henry
Tyson, Henry Pennebaker.
Friend: Gertrude Switzer.
Exec: Isabella and Peter Kuster, Henry
Pennebaker.
Witnesses: Peter Johnson, Dirrick Keyser, Malchior
Waggoner.
Codicil: February 1, 1760.
Modlin Tyson.
Witnesses: Dirrick Keyser, Mechior Waggoner.”

“Will of Peter Custer
Made 28th Sept. 1768. Proved 19th Oct. 1769.
I Peter Custer of Worcester township...
First. I will my just debts and funeral charges be satisfied...
Secondly. To my youngest son Paul the plantation
whereon I now live containing 110A. He must pay
100 pounds for the same.
Thirdly. To my daughter Else Stam now wife of Balzer Stam the sum of 40 pounds.
Fourthly. All moveables shared equally alike between
my five children: Namely Harman, Else, Jacob, John
and Paul.
Executors brother John Kuster and son Jacob Kuster
Witnesses
his
Anthony Harp
Marked Peter P. Kuster
Arnold Zimmerman
mark”.

This abstract was printed on page 15 of The Perkiomen Region, Vol. XII-Nos.3 and 4, Whole Nos. 46,
47, October 1934. This was a journal of The Perkiomen History and Science Society.
Also on page 15 of the above journal is printed,
“Children of Peter (Hermanus, Paul) and Ann
(Godshalk) Custer
1. Herman Custer, Feb. 26, 1729-Jan. 26, 1800; married Eve Van Fossen, May 24, 1734-Sept. 29, 1816;

On page 14 of The Perkiomen Region, Vol. XII-Nos.3
and 4, Whole Nos. 46, 47, October 1934, is printed,
“Children of Hermanus Custer and Isabella Conrad
1. Peter Custer, born about 1700, died 1766;
married Ann Godshalk, daughter of Jacob
Godshalk, the Mennonite minister.
2. Gertrude Custer married Henry Umstadt.
3. Margaret Custer married Gesbert Bohrs.
4. Modlen Custer married Henry Tyson, son
of Mathias Tyson and Barbara Sellen.
5. John Custer, born about 1715, died 1793;
married Esther Johnson (married by Rev.
George M. Weiss---‘J. Koster and John Johnson’s daughter’). Issue Mary. Married (2d)
Catherine Miller.
6. Paul Custer, born about 1720, died 1794;
married Gertrude Johnson.
7. Rebecca Custer, born about 1718; married Henry Pennebacker, born 1717---son of
Hendrick and Eve.”
Further on page 14 and 15 is, “Peter Custer, eldest
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son of Hermanus and Isabella, was born about 1700.
He was brother-in-law to Godshalk Godshalk and to
William Nash.
He acquired several large tracts bordering
his father’s property. He described himself as of
‘Metachin.’ The Mennonite church in Worcester is
known as ‘Methacton Church.’ Many of his descendants are buried in this graveyard.
In 1727 he bought 50 acres which he and his wife
Ann sold but recovered. It was later bequeathed to
his youngest son Paul, who dying intestate, the court
adjudged to his son Paul (2nd).
Those who organized the (Methacton) Dutch Anabaptist Society - 1739 were Henry Rittenhouse and
wife Martha, Jacob Stine, Christopher Zimmerman,
Conrad Stem, Peter Keyser, Peter Custard, Frederick Baker and Frederick Marsteller.”...

Did You Know?
There are many legends of pirate treasure
associated with the Tampa Bay area. During the 1700's, a pirate named Caster
used Egmont Key off Tampa Bay as a
base of operations. Before being captured and beheaded by the Spanish, he
buried a sizeable treasure near Egmont
Key
Today the Egmont Key is a refuge of 328
acres located off shore from the town of
St. Petersburg, Florida. Boasting an annual 150,000 visitors it is accessible only
by boat. Established in 1974 the refuge
had a colorful military and historical past.
Now it provides nesting, feeding, and
resting habitat for various birds and other
endangered species.

I

t is exciting to find such well-documented ancestors. I just hope I can verify that Else Kuster is the
mother of Catherine Stem so I can truly claim these
Kusters as my ancestors.
Pat D. Saunders
PatSaunder@aol.com

WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE YOU BEEN?
With today’s gas prices what do you expect?

C

AOA is a big family organization and we don’t
have a chance to see each other.
The News Caster is one way of
sharing information with each
other.
One of the most often things I
hear when people see a picture is
published of someone they only
know by name is “Ahhh, now I
can put a face to the name.”
You can see that Jack Castor is
having the time of his life. Jack is
one of the founders of the CAOA.
Do you have an interesting photo
of yourself in some far off land or
interesting event with a story behind it?
Share your photo with us. Send
it to the Editor Bruce Black.

Jack Castor and his trusty stead sometime in 2004.
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NC.0.03.01.03.04 Guy B. Castor 1879-c1913 and Family
Guy B. CASTOR was born 31 Aug 1879 in Green

Thelma, Gordon, Ruth and Margaret

Guy B. Castor and son Gordon

Township, Ashland County, Ohio.
His parents were Edmund Castor and Mary Boyd
Castor who resided in Green Township. Both of his
parents were born and raised in Ashland County.
Guy married Winnona "Maud" Bevington sometime
around the turn of the century. She was an attractive
women with a strong personality.
Guy died about 1913 while still a young man. I
have been unable to find Guy's place of death or burial.

Winnona Maud BEVINGTON (known as Maud)
was born 16 Jul 1884 in
Middletown, Champagne
County, Ohio. She was the
daughter of Jacob BEVINGTON (1842-1919) and Polena ENGLE BEVINGTON
(1854-1895). After the death
of Guy Castor she married
Emile HERDLIKCA. He was
the building superintendent
of the Canton Art Institute.
They lived in the Institute for
many years. She died on 23
Aug 1968 in Stark County,
Ohio.

1) Thelma Castor was born 18 May 1904. She married James Pennell circa 1935. They had one daughter, (living) Pennell. born about 1937. Thelma died in
Canton, Stark County, Ohio on 31 Mar 1970.
2) Gordon Tobias Castor (1906-1966) (continued
after Zada Margaret)
3) Ione "Ruth" Castor was born on 01 Nov 1907.
After her father's death,
Ruth was raised by the William Henry family in Savannah, Ashland County, Ohio. He was a former
mayor of Savannah. She married an (unknown)
Gaume and had one daughter, Jacqueline Gaume.
Unfortunately, Jackie contacted multiple sclerosis and
died shortly after she married. Ruth died on 16 Oct
2001 in Canton, Stark County, Ohio.
4) Zada Margaret "Peg" Castor was born on 24
May 1909. She married Elmer Martin 14 May 1945 in
Canton, Strark County, Ohio. She owned and operated the Rice Gift Shop in Canton. She had no children. She died on 11 Feb 1996 in Ohio.

Winnona Maud Bevington

Guy and Maud had three daughters and a son.

Dr. Gordon Tobias CASTOR was born on 13 Aug
1906. His father died when he was about seven years
old and Gordon was sent to live with the James BENTON family in Savannah, Ashland County, Ohio. The
relationship between the two families is unclear.
He spoke often of his boyhood in Ashland County.
Once, while he was riding his pony he rode into the
middle of a Klu Klux Klan meeting. They told him to
ride and ride he did, fast! He also talked about the
Page 24
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movies--for a nickel you
could get a ticket and sit
there all day watching the
movie over and over again.
In the 1910 Census Gordon
was living with his parents;
Guy and Maud Bevington
CASTOR; and his sisters
Thelma, Ruth, and Margaret
in Akron, Summit County,
Ohio.
In the 1920 Census he was
listed as Gordon BENTON,
Dr. Gordon Tobias Castor the son of James and Alice
BENTON, living in Green
Township, Ashland County, Ohio.
In the 1930 Census, Gordon was living with his 2nd
cousins, Carey and Maude Benton BOYD, in Clear
Creek Township, Ashland County, Ohio
Gordon graduated from Savannah Academy, Savannah, Ohio in 1926 and then graduated from Ohio
State University in Columbus, Ohio in 1931 with a
degree in Veterinarian Medicine. He was a country
veterinarian the rest of his life. Times were hard
when he started out and he was frequently paid in
produce or live stock.
He married Lena Louise DONAHUE on 31 May
1933 in New Castle, Pennsylvania. She was the
daughter of Reuben Ellis
and Della Mae SHIELDS
DONAHUE. She was
born in Cottageville, Jackson County, West Virginia
on 14 Aug 1908. She had
been married and divorced from Frederick
CULLER before she married Gordon.
The family lived in Ashland, Ohio, until about 1941 when they moved to
Waupaca, Wisconsin. They lived for awhile in a
house on Lake Street, and then they moved out to a
350 acre farm.
The farm was a great place to live. The children
had a pony, and there were horses, cows, sheep,
and pigs. They also had a cottage on the Chain of
Lakes and Lena and the kids spent their summers
there. Gordon would spend the week-ends with
them.
They lived in Wisconsin until about 1949, the year
when there was still snow on the ground on Memorial
Day. At that point Lena decided a move to a warmer
place was needed and the family moved to Point
Pleasant, West Virginia. There, Lena and Gordon
remained until their death.
They both died in Holzer Hospital, Gallipolis, Gallia
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County, Ohio; Gordon on 8 Sep 1966 and Lena on 16
Sep 1968. They are both buried at Kirkland Memorial
Garden near Point Pleasant, in Mason County, West
Virginia. Gordon and Lena had four children, two sons
and two daughters.
To learn more visit the website of Lola Thompson at

http://lolathompson.net/index.html
NC.0 Noah Castor 1764-1829
NC.0.02 Conrad Castor 1789-1871
NC.0.03.01 Tobias Castor Sr. 1814-1896
NC.0.03.01.03 Edmund M. Castor 1853-//
NC.0.03.01.03.04 Guy B. Castor 1879-1913
NC.0.03.01.03.04.02 Dr. Gordon Tobias Castor 1906-1966

Nancy (Castor) Hardy
PK.0.01.01.11.10.01
I was talking with Mildred Fink about her mother’s
upcoming 100th birthday when she asked me about
Nancy Caster daughter of Edward Caster
(PK.0.01.01.11.10) who married Rufus Hardy. She
would love to know more about this family. I checked
our files and found that all we had was:
Nancy Castor was born 4 October 1816 in Pennsylvania, daughter of Edward and Catherine
(Snee) Castor. Nancy married Rufus Hardy.
Nancy died 30 May 1902,and is buried at the
Castor Cemetery in Hancock County, Ohio.
Their children:
1. Eliza Hardy born about 1842 in Ohio
(probable child of Rufus & Nancy).
2. Valentine Hardy born about 1844 in Ohio;
married Rachel _______.
3. Victoria Hardy born about 1848 in Ohio.
There were census records for 1860, 1870, and
1880.
In 1860 Nancy, Eliza, Valentine, and Victoria were
living in the household of William Gilmore, in Delaware Township, Hancock County, Ohio. There were
also Gilmore children John, Catherine, Mary, Martha,
Rachel, Margaret, and William. Nancy is listed as
Nancy Gilmore.
In 1870 they are still in Delaware Township. The
census lists Nancy as Nancy Hardy. William Gilmore
is the head of the household and only two Gilmore
children are at home, John and Rachael. Valentine
Hardy has established his own household with his
wife Rachel.
In 1880 Nancy is listed as a servant in the William
Gilmore household, only his son John remains at
home.
It would appear that Rufus Hardy died before
(Continued on page 33)
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15th Annual Brock’s Gap Heritage Day
Saturday, April 2, 2005
Pat Ritchie, past CAOA President, and her parents, Garnett and Lena Turner, sponsored the 15th annual Brock’s Gap
Heritage Day at the Fulk’s Run Elementary School on Saturday, April 2. Despite a blustery and rainy day, Pat reports
that 275 people signed in for this annual event.
Brock’s Gap neighbors, out-of-state researchers, people
from neighboring counties and communities, and anyone interested in the
history and genealogy of the
Shenandoah Valley come to
share the area’s
history. There
were three people from CaliforTable manned by Gifnia – a man from Registration
ford Turner, Custer descendant .
the Palm Springs Wearing the white baseball cap in
area, Margaret
the background is Pat’s oldest uncle
Bonney from San Granvil Turner in his wheelchair.
Juan Capistrano
and CAOA member Mary-Margaret Ward from
San Francisco.
People bring their family histories, historical
documents that they have in their family, artifacts,
and whatever may add to the understanding and
history of the area.
The Trumbo’s of Brock’s Gap

Pat sets up the school gymnasium with tables to display boards illustrating the family
histories and the development of the area.
One family had a large display covering several tables that they had developed as an insightful and thorough explanation of their family history and relationship to the Brock’s Gap
area. In addition,
Pat and her mother, Lena Turner brought
their personal libraries for research, which
were set up in the cafeteria. Pat’s family
Page 26
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(nephews and nieces, brother and
sister-in-law, husband and sisters)
help her with many tasks of the day
including copying documents for people and scanning files to CD. Her uncles were manning the reception table
and her aunts the copier!
The Harrisonburg-Rockingham
Historical Society were present with a
display of books for sale from the
Society’s store. Cootes Store had a
big display showcasing their history.
Turner Hams, owned by Pat’s brother
Ron Turner, provided county ham and turkey sandwiches and
soft drinks for
sale.
This is a
great day and
anyone interested in the history of Brock’s
Gap, Singer’s
Glen, Broadway, Pendleton
County, Hardy,
and Hampshire
Peggy Turner, wife of Ron Turner, Pat’s brother.
counties in WV,
should attend.
You feel as though you are meeting old friends as you encounter the descendants of the area’s pioneers with familiar
names – Custer, Ritchie, Turner, Trumbo, Beggs, Dyer, Fulk,
Lair, Heavener, Ruddle, Dove and many more!
Mary-Margaret Ward
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Isaac Kister
Company K, One Hundred and Ninety-second Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry
Isaac Kister was born in December, 1823, in Newberry Township, York County, and is the fourth of
nine children of Henry E. and Tacey (Hart) Kister, natives of York County, and of German descent, both
deceased. The father was a farmer, and acted as justice of the peace several times during his life. Isaac
Kister was brought up as a farmer, and remained with his mother until he was sixteen years of age, when
he hired out to work on a farm, performing any kind of labor until he was thirty-three years of age, when
he purchased some land, where he finally made his home. He built large and commodious buildings,
adding acre after acre to his farm, and has now a fine farm of seventy acres, as the result of his industry.
In 1856 he married Letitia H. Shelley, who died in 1874. They had nine children, four now living: Crull
S., Ulysses G., Annie E. and Harry. Those who died were Viola, Flora E., Ida and two infants. In 1876 he
married Mrs. Sarah Gross, widow of Daniel Gross; they have one child: Charley.
Mr. Kister enlisted in February 1865, in Company K, One Hundred and Ninety-second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and served until the close of the war. Although in no engagement, he received a severe injury in the right knee in crossing a fence, the top rail giving way and throwing him to the
ground.
In politics he is very liberal, always voting for the man rather than the party.
Source: York County, Pennsylvania Biographical History, John Gibson, Chicago: F.A. Battey Publishing Co.,
1886. Kister, Isaac

F ro m t h e a rc h i v e s

I

saac H. Kister was born on 12 Dec 1823 in Newberry Township, York County, Pennsylvania. He
grew up as a farmer, staying at home until he was sixteen. He then hired out to work on other's farms as a
laborer doing any kind of work until he was 33 years
old. At that time he purchased some land for his own
home. He continued to purchase acreage and build
buildings on his farm. By 1855 or 56 he had seventy
acres of land.
He married Letitia Hortense Shelly in 1856. She
died at age 42 on 26 Nov 1874.
He married Sarah // in 1876.
Isaac H. and Sarah appeared on the 1880 census
for Newberry Township, York County, Pennsylvania.
Also living in the household were Crull S. Kister, Ulysses Grant Kister, Annie E. Kister, Harry E. Kister, and
Charles Kister.
Isaac died at age 63 on 21 Nov 1887.
His wife, Sarah died in 1905.
Children of Isaac and Letitia
1 // Kister was born say 1857. // died in infancy.
2 // Kister was born say 1858. // died in infancy.
3 Crull S. Kister was born in Sep 1860. He married
Ervie Kurtz, daughter of Abram Kurtz and Adah Hays,
in 1887. Crull died at age 78 on 18 Mar 1939.
4 Ulysses Grant Kister was born in 1864. He married Alice J. Fetrow in 1886. Ulysses died on 22 Jun

1946.
5 Annie E. Kister was born in 1867. She married
Ellis Downs circa 1885. Her husband, Ellis died in
1892. She married Joe S. Straley circa 1895. Her
husband, Joe died in 1929.
6 Harry E. Kister was born in 1869. He married Lottie Prowell circa 1889. Harry died on 5 May 1944.
7 Flora A. Keister was born on 12 May 1871. Flora
died at age 6 on 23 Sep 1877. She was buried at the
Paddletown Cemetery.
8 Ida Kister was born circa 1872. She died young.
9 Viola Kister was born on 19 Nov 1874. She died at
age 1 on 18 Nov 1876. She was buried at the
Paddletown Cemetery.
Child of Isaac and Letitia
10 Charles Kister was born circa 1877. He married
Alice Shroll circa 1895.
Sources:
1. The Kister Family\by Lulu Groom, p 48.
2. Heinrich and Cadrina Kester and Descendants Files Castor Association of America, Archive Coordinator, PO Box 955, Windsor, California 95492-0955, www.caoa-gen.org.
3. 1880 U.S. census, York County, Pennsylvania
Newberry Twp, ED 4, p 42
Isaac Keister 56
Pa
Sarah "
45 wife
"
Crull "
20 son
"
Ulysus G "
15 son
"
Annie E "
14 dau
"
Harry "
11 son
"
Charles "
3 son
".
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1939 CUSTER REUNION AT NEW RUMLEY, OHIO Attendance List
A little bit late but, as promised in the March 2004
News Caster here is the attendance list for the 1939
Reunion. I have not had time to try to identify any of
the names. I would really appreciate it if you would
let me know if you recognize anyone so that I can
add them to our archive files. Enjoy Patricia
archives@caoa-gen.org

Albaugh, Harry M. -Ohio
Allison, Mrs. George -Missouri
Arbitter, Ella Custer (Gordon) -Michigan
Bricker, Mary -Ohio
Bricker, Emma -Ohio
Barnes, J. Luther -Ohio
Bowers, Mrs. G.M. -Ohio
Bunn, Dr. John M. -Ohio
Bunn, John D. -Ohio
Bunn, Dr. Ralph -Ohio
Butters, James H. -Ohio
Betts, S. S. -Ohio
Brandon, Mrs. James -Ohio
Bair, Mrs. Bertha D. -Pennsylvania
Boston, Mrs. James M. -Ohio
Blake, Lester -Ohio
Custer, Garfield -W. Virginia
Custer, Harvey -W. Virginia
Custer, Emory -W. Virginia
Custer, Harvey E. -Ohio
Custer, Mrs. Charles -Illinois
Custer, A. Jay -Ohio
Custer, Jesse -Ohio
Custer, C. F. -Ohio
Custer, George C. -Ohio
Custer, Harold -Ohio
Custer, Mr.& Mrs. Monford D. -Ohio
Custer, Frank -Ohio
Custer, J. Lattimer -Illinois
Custer, Miss Mary -Ohio
Custer, George A. -Ohio
Custer, Mrs. Effie (L. E.) -Ohio
Custer, Miss Bertha -D.C.
Custer, Eugene -Ohio
Custer, Luzern -Ohio
Custer, James Calhoun -Michigan
Custer, Miss Lulu A. -Michigan sister of James Calhoun
Custer, Miss Margaret -Michigan sister of James Calhoun
Custer, Miss Miriam -Michigan sister of James Calhoun
Custer, Charles Armstrong -Michigan
Custer, Brice Calhoun -Michigan
Custer, Miss Myrtle -Maryland
Custer, Thomas -Maryland

Custer, Mr.& Mrs. Olin -Ohio
Coats, Mrs. Lena -Illinois
Coulter, Mrs. T.C. -Ohio
Curry, Rev. J.F. -New Jersey
Curtis, Mrs. Laura -Ohio
Coleman, James L. -Ohio
Cooke, Mr.& Mrs. Eugene -Ohio
Crim, Mrs. Maude -Ohio
Crill, Mrs. Laura -Indiana
Crum, Mrs. S.H. -Ohio
Custer, C.W. -Ohio
Custer, Mr.& Mrs. Clark B. -Ohio
Custer, Leroy -Ohio
Custer, Ray (Ellen) -Michigan
Custer, George R. -Maryland
Cummings, William -Indiana
Cummings, Walter -Oklahoma
Cummings, Franklin W. -Indiana
Cummings, Miss Irene -New Jersey
Cummings, John -Kansas
Cummings, Clarence -Kansas
Cummings, Mrs. Anna -Ohio
Cummings, George S. -Pennsylvania
Cummings, J.L. -W. Virginia
Devore, L.T. -Missouri
Devore, D.S. -Wyoming
Devore, James M. -Missouri
Dobbs, Mrs. Ida -Ohio
Dure, William M. -Indiana
Dye, Miss Marian -Ohio
Eaton, Mrs. E.W. -Washington
Eichelberger, Mrs. William -Ohio
Elmer, Mrs. May Custer -New York
Engstrom, Mrs. J.A. -Indiana
Finch, C.O. -Ohio
Fribley, Mrs. Ella -Ohio
Fisher, S.J. -Ohio
Fisher, Mrs. H.A. -Ohio
Fisher, Forrest -Ohio
Fisher, James -Ohio
Fisher, Rev. Brady -Ohio
Fisher, Josephine -Ohio
Fuller, Mrs. B.J. -Pennsylvania
Fletcher, George -Ohio
Gamble, Elmer -Ohio
Giles, John -Ohio
Giles, William -Ohio
Gans, Emmet W. -Maryland
Gallagher, Mr. L.P. -Ohio
Gallagher, Margaret -Ohio daughter of L.P.
Geisinger, Mrs. M. -Ohio
Graham, Mr.& Mrs. Elmer -Ohio
(Continued on page 32)
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Winfield Resident Emily Kaster Moore is 101 years old – or is it 100?
From the Winfield Daily Courier on April 14th 2005 with permission.

the Dexter High School Basketball Team. She was also
ifelong Cowley County resident Emily Kaster
a member of a traveling basketball club that toured
Moore turned 101 years old on April 21. Emily
southeastern Kansas. She played in a uniform that was
was born in Cedar Township, southeast of Hick’s
wool twill with bloomers.
Chapel, in the middle of the Kansas prairie. Her father
Emily and her brother Press, the two youngest
was Clark Kaster and her mother was Amelia Buch.
Kaster children, ran a trap line on Grouse Creek, which
Emily had six siblings: Ann, John, Sleamon, Reuben
meanders through Dexter and forms the fertile Grouse
Fletcher, Hattie, and Press. She is the only surviving
Creek Valley. They trapped whatever they could get
family member. Her father was a cattle
but they particularly liked getting a big, fully
trader and she recalled him buying catcolored skunk, which would bring the hightle in Texas and then driving them up to
est price. Their mother used to hand their
Cowley County where he wintered the
clothes out the door and make them
herd before sale. Indians still traveled
change in the shed when she smelled them
by horseback across the prairies in the
coming after trapping a skunk.
early 1900s and Emily told of them
Emily met David Earl Moore, the son of
stopping at the Kaster property where
Dexter doctor D. J. Moore, and they marClark and Amelia would give them a
ried in Newkirk, Oklahoma, in 1929. Earl
meal and let them sleep in the barn or
had a degree in geology from the Univercamp on the ranch.
sity of Colorado. He also had managed his
The U.S. Government decided how
father’s pharmacy and assisted him in his
old Emily is. Like many people born in
medical practice. Life was very difficult
the early 1900s, she did not have a
during the Great Depression and Emily and
birth certificate filed when she was
Earl worked whatever jobs they could get.
born. Her father always told her she
Earl taught school, sold insurance, and towas born on April 21, 1905. However,
gether they ran a restaurant in Dexter.
because she had started school before
They even managed a family farm in
she was five years old, and the Social
Jonesboro, Arkansas, which Emily rememEmily Kaster Moore
Security Administration looked to
bers as the ‘cucumber summer” when they
PK.0.01.01.11.04.01.02.01.02.07
school records to establish birth dates,
primarily ate cucumbers and tomatoes they
she officially became a year older when
had grown. Earl was appointed Postmasshe obtained her Social Security card.
ter at Dexter in 1939, became a rural mail carrier in
Emily has lived in Winfield since 1947, when she, her
1941, and their financial crisis was eased. He died in
husband David Earl Moore, and daughter Mary1970.
Margaret, moved from Dexter. She lived at her home on
Although teaching jobs were hard to come by in the
East 18th Street until July 2002 when she suffered an
1930s, Emily continued teaching in rural schools. Evenincapacitating fall while picking apples. Since that time
tually she was hired by the Winfield School District in
she has been a resident of Cumbernauld Village. Her
1948, working first as a substitute teacher and then as a
daughter says Emily would enjoy birthday cards sent to
permanent teacher, traveling between the elementary
her at Cumbernauld Village, 716 N. Tweed, Winfield, KS
schools to relieve each principal one day a week. She
67156.
retired from teaching in 1960 and began a new career
A teacher for over 40 years, Emily began teaching
working at the Rexall Drug Store and then Graves Drug
when she graduated from Dexter High School at age 17.
Store. After her “permanent retirement” in 1970, Emily
To get her college degree, she attended summer school
was an active volunteer with the Cowley County Muat Pittsburgh State and Southwestern College until she
seum. She was a regular poll worker and assisted with
accumulated enough college credits to graduate.
local assessments. She has been a member of Grace
Emily’s first teaching job was in a one-room schoolMethodist Church since 1947. She was a member of
house located east of Arkansas City near the Oklahoma
Rosetti Circle and the Peleg Gorton Chapter of the D.A.
border. Teachers at that time “boarded” with a family
R.
and would share a room with the children. She was reEmily has one daughter, Mary-Margaret (Moore)
sponsible for keeping the fires banked overnight at the
Ward. Mary-Margaret and her husband, Lauren Ward,
school and for the custodial work both inside and outside
live in San Francisco, CA. They have two children: Patthe school. She says that itinerant “tramps” would break
rick, a graduate of Middlebury College and currently in
into the school at night and burn all her fuel, leaving the
the Master of Business Administration program at the
school cold for the children. Her first class included sevUniversity of California at Davis, and Lindsay, who is a
eral young men who were older than she as well as
junior at the University of Vermont majoring in art hismuch larger!
tory and French.
Emily was an avid basketball player and played on
Mary-Margaret Ward

L
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Helen Marguerite (Hosafros) Branen is 100 in December
Helen Marguerite Branan who was born in Arlingon September 19, 1925. They were the parents of two
ton, Hancock Co., Ohio, on December 17, 1905 will
daughters and a son. One daughter is deceased. Her
be celebrating her 100th birthday this year. She is
son, Russell Branan, and daughter, Mildred (Branan)
the ninth child of ten children born to Martin and R.
Fink, still live in Hancock Co., Ohio.
Caroline (Orwick) Hosafros. She is the granddaughHer husband, Wilbur died in 1959 and she never
ter of Catherine (Castor) Orwick.
remarried.
Her father was a merchant in
One of her fondest memories is of
Arlington until Helen was five
her Dad buying a 1922 Model T Ford.
years old when he purchased a
It was one of the first cars in the
farm about four miles from town
neighborhood. Many of the neighbors
and moved his family there.
soon came to visit and take a ride in
Helen attended a one room
the new car.
school her first eight years and
Helen now ninety-nine years old,
walked two miles to school and
lives alone in her home in Arlington.
home each day. Since her faShe still makes homemade noodles
ther was a progressive thinker,
and her special “oatmeal cookies” for
she and her younger sister, Florfamily gatherings. She spends much
ence, were among the few
of her time sewing, reading and croneighborhood girls who attended
cheting.
high school.
She has twelve grandchildren,
Prevailing thought maintained
twenty-one great grandchildren, and
that education was wasted on
six great-great grandchildren, all of
girls. While attending high
whom have received an afghan which
school she and Florence drove a
she has crocheted.
horse and buggy to Arlington
Helen has been a member of the
and boarded the horse at a local
Arlington Methodist Church as long as
Helen Marguerite (Hosafros) Branan
livery stable while they attended
she can remember.
PK.0.01.01.11.10.11.05.09
classes.
Mildred Fink
She married Wilbur H. Branan

Emily and Helen 3rd Cousins 2 times Removed

H

ow can that be? Since they are both the same age you would think
they are from the same generation. I just couldn’t believe what I was
seeing. When looking at the relationship chart I put together it still did not
look right. I thought “How can there be 6 people in one line and only 4 in the
other if the two descendants are the same age.
So I put together a contemporary chart. James and Edward who were
born 13 years apart start off the generation difference with a good start. Another contributing factor is their birth order. James’ descendants are either
the 1st or 2nd born children while Edward’s descendants are the 10th or 11th
child. This further expanded the generation difference.
—Patricia Caster

Contemporaries
James

1776
1789

Benjamin

1797

William

1820
1829

Reuben

Edward

Catherine

1841

PK.0.01.01.10 Benjamin Kaster 1741-1826
Brothers
1st Cousins
2nd Cousins
3rd Cousins
Once removed
Twice removed

04 James 1776-1847
01 Benjamin 1797-1847
02 William 1820-1871
01 Reuben F. 1841-1907
02 Leamon C 1868-1933
07 Emily 1905-

10 Edward 1789-1841
11 Catherine 1829-1898
10 Rachel Orwick 1867-1945
09 Helen Hosafros 1905-
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Custer Reunion in New Rumley, Harrison County, Ohio. Date unknown. Photo sent to Catherine (Custer) Burke by Rebecca
(Wagner) Del Frate. Her father A. N. Wagner in on the far right of the picture.
(Continued from page 29)

Hendricks, Morris W. -Ohio
Huffman, Mrs. Marion -Ohio
Keyser, William P. -W. Virginia
Keyser, Miss. Elsie -W. Virginia
Keyser, Frank -W. Virginia
Kinsey, Arch A. -Ohio
Knight, Mrs. A.L. -W. Virginia
Koehler, Mrs. Mary Fisher -Ohio
Leach, Judson D. -W. Virginia
Lohr, Mrs. Marshall H. -Ohio
Loigh, Mrs. Goldie -W. Virginia
Moore, Charles C. -S. Dakota
Moore, Miss. Emma -Ohio
Morris, Mrs. Rosa -W. Virginia
McAfee, Mrs. Nellie -W. Virginia
McLandsborough, Joseph -Ohio
McKee, Mrs. George H. -California
McGhie, Mrs. Alice -Missouri
McGonagle, Albert -Ohio
McGonagle, Eugene -Ohio
McGonagle, Mr.& Mrs. Robert R. -Ohio
McGonagle, Ralph -Ohio son of Robert R.

Glardon, Mrs. J.C. -Ohio
Graham, Mrs. Blanche -Ohio
Heidy, Mr.& Mrs. Ralph -Ohio
Heubner, Mr.& Mrs. L.E. -Ohio
Hutton, Mrs. Fred -Ohio
Horne, Mr.& Mrs. -Ohio
Hendricks, A.B. -Ohio
Hendricks, Mrs. A.C. -Ohio
Hendricks, Henry W. -Ohio
Hendricks, Emanuel -Ohio
Hendricks, E.N. -Ohio
Hendricks, W.D. -Indiana
Hendricks, W. -Ohio
Hendricks, Morris A. -Ohio
Hendricks, Grover C. -Ohio
Harrison, William -Ohio
Harrison, Joseph T. -Ohio
Hendricks, Jasper -Ohio
Hendricks, Seamore -Ohio
Hendricks, J.W. -Florida
Hendricks, Ira -Ohio
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Markley, Mrs. A.A. -Ohio
Mortland, Mr.& Mrs. Custer -Ohio
Mortland, George -Massachusetts
Minsker, Mrs. Emma L. -W. Virginia
Newell, Harry, Jr. -Ohio
Newell, Mr.& Mrs. Leroy C. -Ohio
Newell, Mrs. Isola C. -Ohio
Noble, Mrs. James -Ohio
Nupp, Mrs. Cora Slates -Ohio
Nupp, Mrs. Mary -Ohio
Nupp, J.E. -Ohio
Nupp, Mrs. Ella -Ohio
Nupp, George E. -Ohio
Parry, Mrs. John R. -Ohio
Parry, Ward Hudson -Ohio
Parry, Dr.& Mrs. T.L. -Ohio
Prill, Mrs. Emma (J.G.) -Ohio
Potts, William S. -Ohio
Potts, Mrs. Sadie -Ohio
Pierce, Col. Carleton C. -W. Virginia
Rogers, Mrs. Margaret Cornell (G.E.) -Pennsylvania
Schlossnagle, Mrs. Florence -Maryland
Shuman, Mrs. Ella -W. Virginia
Slates, Mrs. Martha -Ohio
Snodgrass, Earl -Pennsylvania
Stark, Mrs. Ruth -Ohio

Sutton, Mrs. Alice -W. Virginia
Scott, W.H. -Ohio
Shulz, Mrs. Ruth -Ohio
Slates, Mr.& Mrs. Homer -Ohio
Slates, Mrs. Sadie Potts -Ohio
Shoemaker, Mrs. John A. -Pennsylvania
Sturm, C.W. -Ohio
Snyder, Custer -Ohio
Smith, Miss Minnie -W. Virginia
Sturm, Mrs. M.E. -Ohio
Tiocals, Mrs. T.W. -Ohio
Vivian, Mrs. Clara C. -Michigan
Vyse, Mr.& Mrs. -W. Virginia
Wagner, Albert N. -W. Virginia
Wagner, George W. -W. Virginia
Wagoner, J.N. & J.W. -Ohio
Waldeck, Albert -W. Virginia
Waldeck, Mrs. Josephine (Custer) -W. Virginia
Waldeck, Boyd -W. Virginia
Werstler, Mr.& Mrs. Marion -Ohio
Wheaton, Paul Custer -Ohio
Wildman, Mr.& Mrs. Hugh -Indiana
Witten, Dr. J.W. -Virginia
Willett, George W. -California
Zellers, W.C. -Ohio

(Continued from page 25)

1860. Curiosity got the best
of me and I started searching
for him in the 1850 Census. I
found them in Wayne, Allen
County, Indiana. Rufus was
43 and worked as a tailor.
He was born in Ohio. It lists
four children we did not know
about. Gildroy M., Mary,
Martha and Rufus B. along
with the three we do know
about Ann Eliza, Valentine
and Victoria.
From this information I believe Rufus must have died
before 1860 and possibly before 1858. There is a curious
entry in the census of 1860 of
two William Gilmores beside
the father. One is age 1 and
the other is age 8. Is it possible that the one year old is
William and Nancy’s child?

Old tin-type of three of the Castor
sisters. The one in the center is
Catherine Castor Orwick and we
believe the on on the right is Nancy
Castor Hardy since it looks a lot
like our picture of her alone. We do
not know the one on the left but
suspect it might be Margaret. What
do you think?
Mildred Fink
sfink@woh.rr.com

As usual, I would love to hear if you have any more information
on this family.
Patricia archives@caoa-gen.org
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Castor Cemetery — Meigs County Ohio
The Castor Cemetery is cemetery #16 in Section #32 on Road #S-689. There are 351 graves in the cemetery
located on a hill that overlooks Point Rock and the Columbia Chapel in Meigs County, Ohio. The cemetery census was completed 4 July 1976 by H. E. Throckmorton. The list was sent to CAOA on 11 March 2004 from
Karen Mackey.
Surnames found in the Castor Cemetery:
Anderson, Baird, Beckley, Bobo, Bolton, Bowen, Bratton, Canode, Caster, Castor, Cone Cooper, Cottrill,
Cross, Cummings, Dennen, Dixon, Faulk, Foster, Gilkey, Graham, Green, Gregory, Hall, Hampton, Harvey, Hnesler (sic), Hill, Holcomb, Hoyd, Johnson, Knapp, Levis, Litle, Lowther, Mace, Mark, Martin, Mac
Blane, Mc Kibben, Mc Laughlin, Merritt, Midkiff, Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Neumeyer, Nichols,
Nixon, Peck, Pettit, Phetteplace, Phillips, Pugh, Queen, Radekin, Ragan, Rife, Romine, Roy, Saxton,
Searls, Shirkey, Silvus, Soward, Swearingen, Trainer, Turner, Vale, Walburn, Warner, Webb, Weyand,
Williams, Wilson, Wood, Wortman
[I have listed all of the surnames found in the cemetery in hopes that someone might know of their relationship to
the Castor’s. Please let me know if you recognize a connection. Patricia archives@caoa-gen.org]
Listed in order of census reading. [Data in square brackets from Archives]
(DS Double Headstone) (OSS On Same Headstone)
JAC.0.02.09.10-S Bobo, Francis M[arion] b 11-3-1839 d 1925 (DS1)
JAC.0.02.09.10
Bobo, Sarah A[nn] b 2-14-1844 d 11-17-1902 nee Castor (DS1)
JAC.0.02.09.01.03 Bobo, Lovina b 1867 d 1921
JAC.0.02.09.10.08 Bobo, Viola b 1881 d 1982
JAC.0.02.09.10.07-S
Bobo, Carrie 93y b 1873 d 1971 nee Litle
JAC.0.02.09.10.07 Bobo, Jarrot 95 y b 1876 d 1971
JAC.0.09.03.01
Caster, Oliver W. 73 y b 10-30-1853 d 1926 (DS2)
JAC.0.09.03.01-S Caster, Isabell 100y b 1860 d 1960 nee Sharp (DS2)
JAC.0.05.06.04.05 Caster, Elwood b 1898 d 1939 Infantry (DS3)
JAC.0.05.06.04.05-S
Caster, Octa M. b 1902 d 19 (DS3)
JAC.0.09.07
Castor, Lewis b 1836 d 1913 (DS4)
JAC.0.09.07-S
Castor, Lovina b 5-16-1835 d 1915 nee Green (DS4)
Castor (Infant)
JAC.0.06.02.07
Castor, Elizabeth d 7-27-1858 Daughter of J.R.
JAC.0.06.02.06
Castor, Elias b 1853 d 6-27-1855
JAC.0.06.02-S1
Castor, Jerusha 51y 21d d 3-25-1874 nee Green
JAC.0.06.02
Castor, James Ripley 62y 22d d 1-7-1879
JAC.0.06.02.05.04 Castor, Martin b 1882 d 1914
JAC.0.06.02.05
Castor, James Lewis b 1851 d 1889
JAC.0.06.02.03
Castor, William G. b 1845 d 1923 GAR (DS5)
JAC.0.06.02.03-S Castor, Emeline Vale b 1843 d 1920 (DS5)
JAC.0.06.02.02-S Johnson, Thomas b 1848 d 1918
JAC.0.06.02.02
Johnson, Martha C. [Caster] b 1840 d 1914
JAC.0.09.03.02-S Lowther, Jackson b 1850 d 1933 (OSS1)
JAC.0.09.03.02
Lowther, Emily Jane 88y b 1856 d 1944 nee Caster (OSS1)
JAC.0.09.03.02.03 Lowther, Alta Faye Webber b 1897 d 1918 (OSS1)
JAC.0.09.03.02.01-S
Lowther, Myrtle L. b 1884 d 1929(DS6)
JAC.0.09.03.02.01-S
Lowther, Lewis V. b 1877 d 1955 (DS6)
JAC.0.09.03.02.01-SF
Lowther, Jesse b 12-25-1821 d 11-7-1899 (DS7)
JAC.0.09.03.02.01-SM
Lowther, Unity b 1819 d 1899 nee Wood (DS7)
JAC.0.06.02.03.02-S
Morris, William M. b 1869 d 1953 (DS8)
JAC.0.06.02.03.02 Morris, Martha. b 1870 d 1959 nee Castor (DS8)
JAC.0.06.02.03.02.0?-S
Morris, Evea M. b 1903 nee McLaughlin (DS9)
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JAC.0.06.02.03.02.0?
Morris, Dailey Vale b 2-26-1896 d 9-23-1964 WWI USN (DS9)
JAC.0.09.06.05
Radekin, Estella b 1885 d 1967 nee Castor (DS10)
JAC.0.09.06.05-S Radekin, John E. b 1883 d 1965
JAC.0.09.06.05.02 Radekin, George A. b 1912 d 1989 (DS11)
JAC.0.09.06.05.02-S
Radekin, Wanetta b 1913 nee Morrison
JAC.0.06.02.03.03-S
Turner, James A. b 1866 d 1947 (DS12)
JAC.0.06.02.03.03 Turner, Rose C. b 1875 d 1847 nee Castor (DS12)
Their ancestor James Caster (JAC.0) was born in 1747. By tradition, he was born in Wales and had two brothers, Thomas and Vincent. James lived in Virginia. He married Druzilla //, who was born 2 April 1755 and in
Wales. They located in Ohio in 1832. James died 18 April 1836 in Vinton County, Ohio. Druzilla died 17 July
1848 in Vinton County, Ohio. Both were buried at Radcliff Cemetery, Radcliff Station, Vinton County, Ohio.
Their Children:
1. // Caster (male) died in infancy.
2. // Caster (male) died in infancy.
3. Eleanor Caster was born on 12 May 1784. She died 16 August 1853 or 1859. She married 23 December
1802 James Radcliff in Harrison County, Virginia.
4. Sarah Caster was born 28 November 1804. She married Jonathon Radcliff in Harrison County, Virginia.
5. David Caster was born between 1775 and 1784. He died in 1828 in Harrison County, Virginia. He married
Mary "Polly" Gregory on 6 October 1808.
+ 6. James Hezekiah Caster was born about 1788-1791 in Harrison County, West Virginia. He died about
1876 and was buried at Scioto Furnace, Scioto County, Ohio. He married Susanna Graham on 12 January
1815.
7. Lewis Caster Sr. was born (1798?) in Harrison county, Virginia. He died in 1852 or about 1860 in Vinton
County, Ohio. He married Elizabeth McLaughlin in 1809, in Harrison County, Virginia. They had no children.
8. Margaret Caster married David Greathouse on 16 September 1814 in Harrison County, Virginia.
9. Samuel Caster was born 1 January 1820. He died 10 September 1853 in Ohio. He married Margaret
Pritchard in Harrison County, Virginia.
Sources:
1. James Hezekiah Caster 1794-1876 CAOA Ancester File
3. James Castor #2808 Census Summary
4. Richard Cross CAOA Application
5. Donald Louis Gebers CAOA Application

So you are Looking for Nellie Caster—–

T

he plight and general desecration of many
cemeteries under the guise of progress is
always subject for a lengthy debate and subject
for a serious article. Here however, we must applaud the New Jersey Turnpike Authority and the
citizens of New Jersey for doing the right thing.
Not only did they carefully remove the remains of
those interred at a Potter's field burial ground but
also they were just as carefully reinterred with
markers. Here are the facts, as we know them.
The New Jersey Turnpike Authority has plans
for a new interchange called the Secaucus Interchange which will be located between interchanges 15E and 16E/18E on the Eastern Spur
and will provide direct access to the recently constructed New Jersey Transit Secaucus Rail Station on the Northeast Corridor Line as well as the

Secaucus Warehouse District. The new interchange
would run through a cemetery which authorities claim has
been abandoned for at least 40 years. The Turnpike Authority agreed to fund the exhumations and subsequent
reinterment of the site. Reinterments at the Maple Grove
Park Cemetery in Hackensack, New Jersey have already
been completed. A memorial with the names of those
listed in the original Hudson County Burial Ledgers will be
erected, and the Turnpike Authority will create trust funds
for the perpetual care of both the memorial and reinterment site. A marker at the original Potter's Field grounds
will identify the site as a former burial ground and direct
visitors to the Maple Grove Park Cemetery.
One of those reinterred was NELLIE CASTER. If anyone has any information about Nellie please contact our
Archivist, Patricia Caster.
Bruce Black
Page 35

VOLUME XXIII ISSUE 2

NEWS CASTER JUNE 2005

Tombstones for Rockingham County Pioneers
Pat Ritchie, past CAOA president and
current Rockingham-Harrisonburg Historical Society president, raises money for
tombstones. sShe places them in restored
pioneer cemeteries of Rockingham
County area pioneers. CAOA members
who attended the 1996 Harrisonburg Reunion will remember visiting the Custer
Cemetery near Brock’s Gap, one of Pat’s
first projects.
Richard Custer, Jr. (1788-1857) and
Elizabeth Trumbo Custer, his wife are
buried in the Custer Cemetery, west of
Brock’s Gap. Pat and the Custer cousins
cleaned the graveyard, erected a new
fence, and placed stones for all who were
believed to be buried there, including
Richard Custer Sr. and Jane Humble
Custer Cemetery in 2000 after stone for Richard Custer Sr. was set. Custer. They placed a memorial stone for
The Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) held a ceremony hon- Conrad Custer 1695-1773, grandson of
oring Richard’s service in the Revolutionary War.
Paulus Küsters, who came to Brock’s Gap
in 1763. Conrad is reputed to have had 27
children and thus is the progenitor of numerous Custer/Castor/Kaster lines.
Pat buys tombstones for the graves of
Rockingham County pioneers with donations raised specifically for that purpose. At
the recent 2005 Brock’s Gap Heritage Day,
everyone attending had an opportunity to
contribute to the fund. Pat’s preteen nieces
were making Hershey Kisses roses which
they sold for $1.00 and contributed fifty
cents to the fund. By the end of the day
they had made $35.00 for the project.
If you would like to help with the project,
you can send your contribution to
Pat Ritchie
1559 Moffett Dr.,
Custer relations building the fence for the newly restored Custer
Winchester, VA 22601.
cemetery, left to right: Terry May, Wayne Turner, Granvil Turner,
Mary-Margaret Ward Lane Turner (with beard), Keith Turner, Shirley Trumbo (owner of
land where cemetery stands), Pat Ritchie, Lareth May.

F lo r i da M e m b e r s M e e t at
Bu c k a n d B o n n i e ’ s
We had another small get-together in Florida, this time at my
home. Present were member Carol Symonds on left, her sister Rita in the center and Rita's daughter Linda on the right.
Linda used to be a member but dropped out. She is planning
on re-joining .
Buck
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Roberta (Anderson) O’Connor 1935-2005

PK.0.01.01.11.05.07.03.01.04.03

Roberta joined CAOA in 1985 and was very active in CAOA. Roberta and Terry
hosted the 1988 CAOA Conference in Altoona near Des Moines. She and Terry always
volunteered to help at every reunion they attended.

On behalf of The Castor Association and those members who had the
pleasure of knowing Roberta from Association events we would like to remember her here and to Terry whom we have known from the same fellowship we send our sympathy.
“In the evening of life think of one who loved thee in it’s morning” From a
mother to her daughter April 21st 1892
Beverly Young,
step-daughter of
CAOA Member Phyllis (Kaster) Ernst.
PK.0.01.01.11.04.01.03.06.01.01.01

Robert L. Custer 1932-2005
PK.0.07.01.01.02.03.11.06.01.01 PK.0.07.02.03.08.11.06.01.01

CAOA Member Fred
Custer said that his
younger brother,
Robert was a very
intelligent person but
disliked formal education. That didn’t
stop him from being
successful. “He was
a genius when it
came to anything
that interested him.”
As a Staff Sergeant he earned the
Korea Service Ribbon with a silver star
for being in 5 major
battle campaigns.

This photo appeared in Life magazine. There
is a question of whether it is Robert or of another Marine. Several have claimed it was
their picture. The photographer failed to get
the name of the Marine in the picture. It is said
he did it deliberately.

Robert in Korea 1950
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F ro m t h e P r e s i d e n t
Greetings to all you members. I want to welcome the renewals, thanks for your continued support, and a special welcome to our new members, I hope your membership proves to be helpful in your research. It is very gratifying to see the number that opted for "Contributing" and "Sustaining" memberships. This support will enable us
to greatly increase the help we can provide to researchers.
I just got back from a month-long trip to the west coast and Hawaii. On the way back I went through a little
town called Gravity, Iowa and located my g-grandfather's grave (on my mother's side). As a result, I was able to
contact some "cousins" and received a download of 999 names!!! to add to my family tree, going back to an ancestor who came to Virginia on the first supply ship, the "Phoenix" in 1608. So much for the johnny-come-lately's
on the Mayflower who didn't get here until 1620. None of this has anything to do with the Custer side of my family,
but it's exciting anyway. Any time you stumble into a windfall of data it's a great feeling. This line also entitles me
to membership in the "Sons of Confederate Veterans of the Civil War", I already belong to the Union Veterans
organization, so now I can argue with myself if I can't find anyone else!
I hope that all of you are lucky enough to get this sort of a boost to your research into whatever line you're following.
Until the next issue, GOOD HUNTING!! Buck
OSBORN, GLADYS
Frankenmuth
Passed away March 31, 2005, at the Meadow Brook
Home in Bellaire. Gladys Kester was born August 28,
1908, to Albert and Emma Kester in Millington. She
graduated from Tuscola County Normal in 1926 and
started teaching at Hopkins School in Tuscola County.
She later graduated from Eastern Michigan University.
Gladys married Archie Osborn on June 8, 1929. Archie
and Gladys had a daughter, Katye Ann, born in June
1935. Gladys became a member of Huldah Rebbecka
Lodge #168 in 1928 and was a past Noble Grand. She
was also a member of United Methodist Church.
Gladys and Archie owned and operated Archie Osborn
Sales and Service, an International Harvester dealership in Millington, prior to their retirement. The couple
retired to Higgins Lake and enjoyed traveling with their
daughter. They were active in the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. Following Archie’s death, Gladys and Katye Ann moved to Independence Village in Frankenmuth. Gladys was preceded in death by her husband
Archie; daughter Katye Ann; sisters Leona and Essie;
and brother Cleon. She is survived by sister-in-law
Hilda Kester and brother-in-law Ronald Osborn; several
neices and nephews, including Lonnie and Gailan Kester, Toni Bechtol and Pamela Brown;and special family
friends, the Walsworth family. Funeral will be Friday,
April 15 at 11 am at the Cedarberg Funeral Home of
Frankenmuth, 590 N. Franklin St. Rev. Wayne Jenson
will officiate with burial in the Millington Cemetery. Visitation will be held Thursday, April 14, from 5-7 pm at
the Funeral and Friday, April 15, from 10 am until the
time of service. Lasting memorials may be directed to
Frankenmuth United Methodist Church or Muscular
Dystrophy Association.
—Tuscola County Advertiser [Michigan] April 9, 2005
Contributed by Thomas Passingham

A search of the 1900 and 1910 Census records
shows that Gladys was the second child of Albert
and Emma. Leona was born c 1903 and Essie and
Cleon were born after 1910. Albert’s father John Kester was born in May of 1833 and his mother Sophia
was born in June of 1843. Both parents were born in
Germany. Albert was born in June of 1886. His older
siblings, sister Dora in June 1876 and brother William in April 1878. Clara a younger sister was born in
1888. They were all born in Michigan. Living next
door is Herman Kester who was born in 1872 in
Michigan who may be Albert’s brother since it shows
his parents being born in Germany also.
—Patricia Caster

N e w s C a s to r

I

think you will agree that the June issue of the
News Caster is very informative. We appreciate and encourage the type of participation from our
members whose articles and stories are a benefit to
all of us. The Editor wishes to thank Pat D. Saunders, Lola Thompson, Mary-Margaret Ward, Mildred
Fink, Jo Kester, and Phyllis Ernst. This kind of participation will insure excellent future issues. In addition, continued thanks to Archivist, Patricia Caster.
The archive continues to be a valuable asset to the
Castor Association supplementing our News Caster
stories and articles and of course member research.
Thanks to Wanda Deitemeyer, who has been
scanning the News Casters for the Archives. She
has already completed 1994 through 1998 and Dec
of 1993. We are well on our way to being able to provide the back issues of the NewsCaster on CD’s.
If you would like to help in this project to help preserve our News Caster’s please let Patricia know at
archives@caoa-gen.org.
—Bruce Black
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The Castor Association of America is a non-profit corporation
dedicated to the discovery and preservation
of family history for all variations of the family surname.

C a s to r F i l e s

Kuster Koster Custer Kusterd Kuester Kester Custard
Kustard Kaster Kistard Kister Gerster Caster Castor
Kastor Koester Kiester Keister

In the "its a small world category", the Hicks
Chapel mentioned in the article about Emily Caster
Moore by Mary-Margaret Ward was founded by Methodist Deaconess Letitia Hicks. The Hicks Chapel will
celebrate 100 years having been founded about the
time Emily Caster Moore was born. Editor Bruce
Black and wife Vikki have just returned from Albuquerque and a visit to his cousins Marion Hicks and Margaret Hicks Hufham nieces of Letitia Hicks.
BETTY KENT needs help in finding the birth record
for Joseph Ellsworth Kastor who was born 25 December 1860 in Pennsylvania. Please take a look through
your records and see if by chance you might have him
in your ancestors. His father and grandfather were
also named Joseph Ellsworth Kastor. You can reach
Betty at bnbkent@bellsouth.net

Officers
President……………….………...Charles D. “Buck Custer
Vice President………………. . . . . .………….Gary Custer
Secretary………………………….…Mary-Margaret Ward
Treasurer……………………………..……..…….Joe Lacy

Appointed Positions
Archives Coordinator…………...………….Patricia Caster
Editor…………………………………..……...Bruce Black
Publications Manager……...…………………Buck Custer
Historian……………………………………..Phillip Castor
Web Site Coordinator ..……………..……...Geri Thurman
Library………………...……………...…….Patricia Caster
CAOA Queries
Charles “Buck” Custer President
1815 Billingshurst Court
Orlando, FL 32825-8438
President@caoa-gen.org

KOESTER (KESTER) Francis M. - Served with the
111th Infantry. He reportedly was from Lyons Township, Wayne County, New York. Francis was killed
during the Civil War. Any information can be sent to
our Archivist, Patricia Caster.

Membership and Change of Address
Gary L. Custer, Vice President, Membership
438 Hiway 74
Twin Falls, ID 83301-0300
Membership@caoa-gen.org
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Secretary
Mary-Margaret Ward, Secretary
2214 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA 94115-1930
secretary@caoa-gen.org

Geri Thurman has volunteered to be the CAOA
Web Site Coordinator. She will be the main contact for
coordinating questions, comments, ideas about the
web site and web page projects.
If you find a bad link, have an idea for a page, or a
general question you can reach her at
webmaster@caoa-gen.org.

Membership Due…...Book Purchases…...News-Caster Issues
Joe Lacy, Treasurer
302 County rd. 6720
Natalia, TX 78059-2113
Treasurer@caoa-gen.org
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Articles/Suggestions for News-Caster
Bruce Black, Editor
PO Box 959
Sugarloaf, CA 92386-0959
Editor@caoa-gen.org

We recently had a new neighbor call the local
township administrative office to request the removal of the Deer Crossing sign on our road.
The reason: Too many deer were being hit by
cars and he didn't want them to cross there anymore.

Archives and Lineage Questions
CAOA Library Books
Patricia Caster, Archives Coordinator
PO Box 955
Windsor, CA 95492-0955
Archives@caoa-gen.org

Please ask before you use it
All material published by the
Castor Association of America including the News Caster,
information on the CAOA web site, books, or materials in
any other form, including materials developed from the
CAOA Archives, may be used only with the express written
Permission of the Castor Association of America.

The News Caster is published quarterly by the
Castor Association of America. Past issues may
be ordered from the Treasurer for $5 an issue.
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Collecting family documents and history since 1986 and finding only scant information from
one year to another on Dr. Rhoda Hendrick, researcher, Bruce Black, a shirt-tail relation to Dr.
Hendrick, feels he has finally collected enough accounts of her life to write the following article
while he continues to look for more information. Her remarkable contribution to society given
the attitudes and politics during the time, in which she lived, is inspirational and is well deserving of the article’s title.

A Michigan Woman Not To Be Forgotten
Dr. Rhoda Grace Hendrick, Physician, Suffragette, devout Methodist
Rhoda was born on the 16th of December 1874,
children in Jackson, Michigan. The 1903 Jackson,
in Hamburg Township, Livingston County, Michigan
Michigan city directory lists Rhoda Grace as a physithe daughter of Willard W. Hendrick and Marion Jane
cian whose office hours were 2 to 4 and 8 to 9pm at
Jones. Her grandparents were Abigal
308 W Main. The phone was Bell teleCaster and Peter Hendricks and Great
phone #41. She remained there for about
grandparents Ezra Caster and Rhoda
seven years.
Whiting. She grew up with two brothers
Rhoda then took her post-graduate work in
and two sisters and a number of Caster
Vienna in 1910 and 1911 and received her
aunts, uncles, and cousins many of
Zeugnis (diploma or certificate) from the
whom had settled locally in Dansville and
University of Vienna having studied in the
Brighton. Others of this close-knit family
Schauta and Wertheim clinics in diseases
were in Oakland County. Her father, a
of women and children. Friedrich Schauta
veteran of the Civil War, had been born
an Austrian surgeon and gynecologist, born
in New York but moved with his family to
July 15, 1849, in Vienna, contributed to the
Michigan about 1839 and was among the
new achievements in research on radiology,
pioneer settlers in Livingston county.i
bacteriology, histology and serology, by recognizing the importance of these pioneering
Her mother was born in Ann Arbor and it
fields. His major importance, however, lies
was her family that may have had an inin gynecological surgery. Ernst Wertheim,
fluence upon Rhoda’s later schooling.
an Austrian gynecologist,
Rhoda grew up on
was born on February 21,
the family farm attending
JD.0 John DeCasterer - Anna Calkins
1864. In 1910 Wertheim was
rural schools as a precurJD.0.04 Ezra Caster - Rhoda Whiting
appointed director of the First
sor to her admittance to
JD.0.04.02 Abigail Caster - Peter Handrex [Hendricks]
University Women’s Clinic in
the University of Michigan,
JD.0.04.02.06 Willard Hendrick - Marion Jones
Vienna. Firmly determined to
Ann Arbor. She was one
JD.0.04.02.06.03 Rhoda Grace Hendrick
replace unsatisfactory surgiof fourteen women out of
cal procedures with improved
a class of seventy-one in
ones. Wertheim gained world fame for systemati1898 to graduate Doctor of Medicine from the Departcally developing – to the point where it became stanment of Medicine and Surgeryii. The graduation must
dard practice – a radical abdominal operation for cerhave been melancholy as her younger brother, Elroy
vical cancer. Rhoda studied with both men and in
Aldrich Hendrick, died in October of that year.
their clinics learned surgical procedures and pracIt was not long after her graduation that she set
ticed those methods, as they were known at that
up a practice specializing in the care of women and
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time.
cluded, instruments, equipment and clothing, and it is
On her return to Michigan, Rhoda renewed her
a considerable undertaking to get this in readiness.
practice out of a new residence listed in the1912 city
Dr. Hendrick is president of the Florence Crittendirectory at 307 West Cortland in Jackson where
ton circleiv and has taken an active part in this foundboarding with her was her 73 year old father Willard.
ing of the home in this city as well as its maintenance,
Rhoda’s mother had died in 1905. Her residence and
and much of the success of this undertaking rests
office changed to 319 West Cortland in 1914. It is
upon her. She has been prominent in the suffrage
possible that as Jackson grew her residence recause and has done much to advance it in this city,
mained the same but the house numbers changed as
and she also is deeply interested in the Y.W.C.A. and
new houses were built in the area. Of course it’s also
all other undertakings of a worthwhile nature, besides
possible that she found a more attractive accommomaintaining a large and lucrative practice.
dation a few houses up the street. Her hours then
While Dr. Hendrick will be greatly missed by a
were 2 to 4 and 7 to 8pm, and she
wide circle of friends and cocould be reached at telephone Bell
workers, still all will wish her
2448. Her father remained with her.
Godspeed and success in her
Many years later, on July 9, 1931 he
new venture which is such an
died, and he would be acclaimed one
altogether worthy, patriotic one.”
of the oldest residents of Hamburg
Thirteen men from her graduatTownship, Livingston County, and one
ing class went to Europe during
of the few surviving Civil War veterans,
the World War while she was the
aged 91 years, 9 months and 28 days.
only woman in her class to do
Rhoda was an active member of a
so. She volunteered her serliterary society called the Tourist Club
vices to the United States Army
Abbeyof Royaumont
and was the Secretary of the Jackson
and was turned down. She perAsnie’res-sur-Oise (Neighbourhood of
Saint-Denis)
County Medical Society from 1902 to
sisted and was assigned to the
1906 and again in 1908 and 1909. She
Scottish Women’s Hospital atalso served as Secretary of the Jackson county Equal
tached to the French Army, A. E. F. where she reSuffrage Society.iii
mained for about 16 months at the Abbe de Royaumont Ansieres.vi
The Jackson Patriot newspaper printed the following article Wednesday, October 17, 1917. “Dr.
She was at the front near Paris among a staff
Grace Hendrick will go to France with woman’s unit
composed of 80 women, physicians, assistants,
for Foreign Service of the New York Infirmary for
nurses and ambulance drivers—all women, no men
women and Children, to do her “bit” for humanity’s
being connected with it in any capacity. There were
sake in this great hour of need. The object of the unit
600 beds in the hospital. Sometimes, after an air
is to care for the women and children in the devasraid, 60 wounded men would be brought in at one
tated district overseas. A hospital of 200 beds is altime. During an air raid the physicians had to get to
ready in a state of preparation for this unit, and this
the wards to be with the men and all lights extinwill be located “somewhere in France: back of the line
guished, even if operating. During the war they had
of bombardment only so far as safety necessitates.
6,000 patients and only 189 of the 6,000 paid the suAlthough it will be necessary to go into the danger
preme sacrifice. Some patients were there as many
zone after the women and children at times, this will
as six different times.
be voluntary service.
On the outbreak of the First World War, Elsie
Dr. Hendrick is the only woman physician from
Inglis, an Edinburgh graduate and one of the founMichigan to go on the mission, which is a decided
ders of the Scottish Women's Suffrage Federation,
honor. Some of the personnel of the unit were physisuggested that women's medical units should be alcians with whom Dr. Hendrick was associated in the
lowed to serve on the western front. With the finanSchauta clinic in Vienna six years ago and warm percial support of the National Union of Women’s Sufsonal friends are also among the list. The unit is
frage Societies [NUWSS], Inglis formed the Scottish
composed of twelve physicians and the proportionate
Women's Hospitals Committee. The American Red
quota of nurses.
Cross also helped to fund the organization.vii
Dr. Hendrick expects to sail some time before
“Let no one trained in a big New York hospital
Christmas, going to New York to join the unit. She
suppose we had a furnace to heat the wards
will continue her practice until leaving the city.
or our own rooms or running water and bathIt is necessary to take everything for the hospital
rooms. We had barely the necessities for a
as well as for the maintenance of the doctors and
hospital...Tinned food, horse-meat, red wine
nurses, which includes supplies of all kinds, food inthat tastes like vinegar, mouse-trap cheese—
Page 2
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Uknown woman driving ambulancearing for
American wounded in France

we are so hungry we eat it all.”viii
Albert Deahl of San Diego, whose mother,
Marion Hendrick, was a niece of Rhoda, says he
knew Grace as “Auntie.” In fact she was his
grand aunt. Albert wrote in 1999, “Aunt Grace
was the ‘Indiana Jones’ of her time. I remember
her telling me stories of her service in the French
army as a surgeon. At the outbreak of WW1 she
attempted to join the U.S. Army Medical Corps,
and was turned down because she was a
“Woman.” So, she joined the French forces and
survived over a year taking care of the wounded.
She was bombed to include a raid by Zeppelins.”
Albert says he still has shell casings that are
now used as umbrella stands. He said, “after
she returned to the U.S., she had to ride a bicycle to her patient’s homes because no respected
woman, especially a doctor, would be seen driving a buggy alone. She spent several years in
India as a medical surgeon, returning after contracting typhoid fever. She then became the
Medical Advisor of the Camp Company of Jackson, Michigan.”ix
When Rhoda returned from the theatre of war, she
returned to her practice and community involvements.
Her involvement in women’s issues paid dividends
when women won the Suffrage on 26th August 1920
when the Nineteenth Amendment was certified.
In 1922 R. L. Polk & Co.’s city directory lists her as
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Physician and Surgeon with previous office hours,
only now her Sunday hours were by appointment.
Her office and residence is now 319 and 321 West
Cortland.
Not one to sit still she went to India about March of
1923 as a Medical Missionary from the First Methodist church. The trip took 5 weeks to complete and in
a letter to her brother, Myron Hendrick, said that the
first year will be spent mastering the native language
in Vellore. After which she will teach medicine and
surgery to the 65 women students in the hospital for
women. It is expected that these students will graduate and go out as physicians among the people of
India. A colleague, Miss Davis of Chicago, Illinois,
accompanied her.
After serving nearly all of her five-year commitment Rhoda contracted typhoid fever and had to return to the United States. In Jackson she once again
took up her profession. She was also employed by
the S. H. Camp & company in 1928. The S. H. Camp
Company published anatomical studies for Physicians and Surgeons. Her medical experience was
consulted liberally and used in the publication of
these studies. During this time period she alternately
lived in Ann Arbor and Chicago and then retired in
1939 at which time she went to live in Tucson, Arizona.
Rhoda was very interested in her Dutch and
French heritage and both she and a second cousin,
Margaret Elizabeth Burnham MacMillam, Professor at
Western Michigan College, applied for membership in
the Daughters of The Revolution.x Rhoda descends
from a heroic line of patriots including her father,
Willard, who was enlisted in Company G. of the Eleventh Michigan Cavalry, her grandfather, Peter
Schuyler Handrex (Hendricks) fought in the war of
1812, and great great grandfather, John Casterer,
served several enlistments in the Revolutionary War.
Her ancestral line also goes to Elder William Brewster
of the Mayflower.
She passed away on 3 April 1958 and was interned April 7, 1958 in grave 1, lot B, block 37, section 10, in South Lawn Memorial park in Tucson.
Bruce Black

i.

Family records compiled by Bruce Black.
Calendar of the University of Michigan 1898-1899, Ann Arbor, Mich., Published by the University.
i.i.i.
Woman’s Who’s Who of America, 1914-15
i.v.
First known as The Florence Crittenton Volunteer Circle, FCAgency's Auxiliary holds special events to raise funds in support of FCA programs and services. Florence Crittenton Missions were founded in 1883 by Charles Nelson Crittenton and
named after his daughter Florence who died in 1882 at age 4.
v.
Microfilm, Jackson public library, Jackson, Michigan.
vi.
Calendar of the University of Michigan 1898-1899.
vii.
The Literary Digest 16 February 1918, pg 43.
viii.
“Hospital Heroes” pub Jan 1919, Elizabeth Walker Black (an American Nurse in France)
ix.
Letter to Bruce Black from Albert Deahl Jr. Dec. 14 1999.
x.
Dr. Rhoda Grace Hendrick, DAR # 133960 (PG 296 DAR Lineage Book, Volume XLII 1903)
i.i.
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Helen Marguerite (Hosafros) Branan had a stroke on June 18 and
died on June 27. She was in a light coma from the time of the stroke and never
recognized any of us. She was in the hospital 8 days and then transferred to
Heritage Manor where she died 48 hours later.
We all miss her greatly but realize that she was truly blessed to be able to live
alone in her own home at the age of 99 1/2.
I have included an article from the paper “Region” The Blade, Toledo, Ohio
Thursday, June 30, 2005.
Mildred Fink.
Helen was featured in the June 2005 issue of the News Caster.

Phone operator Used cord board
Helen M. Branan, 1905-2005
Arlington, Ohio — Helen M. Branan, 99, an operator in the days when cord boards were used to connect telephone callers, died Monday in the Heritage
Manor, Findlay, after a stroke.
Mrs. Branan went to work as an operator in the Arlington office of the former Ohio Associated Telephone Co. in 1946.
“At that time they had a switchboard that you
would pull up as say to a caller, ‘Number, please?’ ”
Mildred Fink, her daughter, said. “She worked as an
operator right up until the time that Arlington went to
dial phones.”
Her job brought her in close contact with the people of the small community.
When it was the end of the line for cord boards,
she did not lament the loss, her daughter said. She
saw the new phones as a sign of progress. She continued working at the office handling customer billing
and taking service calls.
Her job gave her a measure of independence and
allowed her to live on her own after her husband
Wilber Branan died suddenly of a hear attack in 1959,
Mrs. Fink said.
She lived in her own home up until earlier this
month.
Mrs. Branan retired in 1970 as the commercial office supervisor for the Arlington office of the former
GTE Corp.

Helen Marguerite Branan
PK.0.01.01.11.10.11.05.09

She enjoyed good health for many years and at
times was skeptical about medical advice, Mrs. Fink
said.
At 92, Mrs. Branan’s doctor recommended she follow a diet to reduce a high cholesterol reading. She
confided to her daughter she wasn’t likely to follow his
recommendations.
“She said, ‘You know, when he gets to be 92 , he
can tell me what to eat,’ ” Mrs. Fink said.
In retirement, Mrs. Branan enjoyed crocheting,
reading, and baking. “Every time we had a family dinner, she made homemade noodles and would bring
her oatmeal cookies,” Mrs. Fink said.
A 1925 graduate of Arlington High School, Mrs.
Branan was the second youngest of 10 children. She
and a sister took turns driving a horse and buggy to
school, boarding the horse at a stable while in
classes.
Surviving are her son Russell; daughter, Mildred
Fink; 12 grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; and
six great-great-grandchildren.
Services will be at 3 p.m. tomorrow at Arlington
United Methodist Church, where the body will be at 1
p.m. tomorrow. Arrangements are by the Beach Funeral Home, Carey, Ohio. The family suggests tributes to the Appleseed Emergency Service or to Arlington United Methodist Church.

OOPs —correction needed
Just realized that I had one of the names wrong for the picture I sent of attendees to my get-together. The correct identities are: L to R Carol Symonds, her sister Loreta Hodge and Loreta's daughter Linda Caster.
Buck
DO YOU HAVE PHOTO(S) YOU CAN SHARE IN THE NEWS CASTER?
Contact the Editor Bruce Black at editor@caoa-gen.org
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The NewsCaster, a research tool as it was intended!!
The Castor magazine came yesterday and I noticed the article on Nancy Castor
and I was excited to see the picture of the 3 Castor sisters. I think the one on the
left is my 1st great grandmother Margaret M. Gilmer.
My mother Verlie Margaret Wood had a very keen memory of her people and did
go back to visit in Ohio in 1907 . . . Then kept up on family matters thru her Mother,
Gertie Warner who visited Ohio every few years and of course I grew up (before radio and TV) with our parents telling us a lot about the family. They grew to be real
people to us and the stories of their lives were really inspiring to us.
I joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 1946 and have done
genealogy ever since. I taught a class for over 50 years . . . all on paper and now
am learning the computer. I have a wonderful instructor who keeps me up to date
with the latest programs. I have a lot on these families and have been helped by
others. I would like to know more about Catherine Margaret Snee. I used to go to
the Library often but am mostly at home now and miss doing research.
I enjoyed the article by Mildred Fink about her mother Helen Marguerite
(Hosafros) Branen. My mother spoke often about the Hosafros family.
Valentine Hardy
When I saw the pictures I thought of one I have (handed down from my grandPK.0.01.01.11.10.02.05-S
mother Gertie Warner). Valentine has his hat down well over his ears, so I have included one that you can see him in. If you know of anyone who would like a copy of the large picture I would be
glad to send it to them.
Florence Austin

L-R unknown, Amanda (Elsea) Hempy, Rachel (Gilmer) Hardy (PK.0.01.01.11.10.02.05), Valentine Hardy,
unknown, and Rufus Daniel Hardy.
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A CANADIAN CASTOR FAMILY
USING PHOTOGRAPHS TO SEARCH FOR GENEALOGICAL DATA
By Ardis Kamra
How many times have you mounted a photo in an
album and thought either, “I’ll write the names and
dates on later” or, “I don’t have to put a name on that
one – I will always recognize my son, my husband,
my mother.”
Time passes. The album falls into other hands –
and who are these people smiling at us from long
ago?
My cousin Bill Castor and I began to search for our
Castor antecedents in the middle 1980’s. Other than
knowing that our respective grandfather’s were brothers, we knew little of our Castor line. With the help of
Bill’s father and the discovery, in the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City,
of a copy of the “Castors
of Castorland,” we began the search based
on the similarity between the names of our
great uncles and aunts
and those of the descendants of John De
Castorer …particularly
the descendants of his
son, Rufus. Rufus, according to that genealogy had a son, Asa who
settled in “Collinswood,
Upper Canada”. Our
great grandfather was
James Asa Castor who
settled in Collingwood,
Upper Canada, now Ontario.
Our first piece of hard
James Asa Castor
evidence was the 1866
marriage record of my great grandparents in which
James Asa’s parents were named as Rufus Castor
and Maryanne Young. When we located James Asa’s
1901 obituary, the De Castorer family connection
was further confirmed by his place of birth, Redfield,
Oswego County, New York.
James married Isma Ann Muttart in Buffalo, NY on
Dec. 3, 1853. She probably died in the summer or fall
of 1860.
According to his obituary James had been a steward on a steamship that made runs from Detroit to
Collingwood, Upper Canada. In 1857 his captain suggested that he open a laundry in Collingwood as there

was none there. So James moved to Collingwood
with his pregnant wife and small son and in 1859,
opened a laundry.
The laundry was not economically viable so he
turned to other occupations such as unloading grain
vessels, forestry and then plastering. In the 1871
census he is listed as a mason. Shortly thereafter he
became associated with Davis photographers, soon
buying out the business and operating it as Castor
Studios.

James Asa Photography Studio

James Asa’s children by the first marriage were:
William Henry Aug., 1855 – Sept, 25, 1936 m. 1)
Estella G. abt. 1887 possibly in Carthage MO; 2) Alice abt. 1919 in Denver; & 3) Gertrude Milton Harris
after 1921. There were no known children from any
of his marriages. He died in San Francisco but is buried with his first two wives in Fairmount Cemetery,
Denver.
Sara Matilda, 1857 –Dec. 1929 m. James Marion
Hickerson on Feb. 13, 1896 in Denver. In December of 1896 she had a son named for his father.
Sarah is buried in the Castor plot in Fairmount
Cemetery, Denver.
He married a second wife, Ruth McAlister on the
24th of February, 1866. The children by the second
marriage, all born in Collingwood, were:
Robert John, July 01, 1861 – March 29, 1944. He
married Lulu Belle Johnson in Carthage, MO, 19
July, 1886. There were three children. He moved to
Logan, Oklahoma in 1900 and, after his death on the
29th of March, 1944, was buried in the I.O.O.F.
Cemetery in Garfield.
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Rufus Harvey,
Chester. He moved from Edmonton beJD.0 John DeCastorer 1748-1835
Feb. 10, 1864 –
fore 1920 and there is no more informaJD.0.06 Rufus Castor 1782-1862
Dec.31, 1899. He
tion about him.
JD.0.06.06 James Asa Castor 1820-1901
married Ida Belle R.
Oscar Herbert, October 13, 1876 – OcJD.0.06.06.01 William Henry Castor 1855-1936
abt. 1886, possibly in
tober 26, 1876
JD.0.06.06.02 Sara Matilda Castor 1857-1929
Carthage, MO. He
JD.0.06.06.03 Robert John Castor 1861-1944
Paul Mark, April 18, 1879 – Dec.13,
was interred in the
JD.0.06.06.04 Rufus Harvey Castor 1864-1899
1943. He married Phoebe Maude
Castor plot in FairJD.0.06.06.05 Albert Godfrey Castor 1867-1926
Moore in on Dec. 25, 1901 in Kentville,
JD.0.06.06.06 Charles Duncan Castor 1869-1870 NS. They had two children. Paul and
mount Cemetery,
JD.0.06.06.07 Cornelia Emily Castor 1872-1899
Denver.
Maude are buried in Edmonton.
JD.0.06.06.08 Joseph Sherman Castor 1874-//
Albert Godfrey,
When my mother, Paul’s daughter, died
JD.0.06.06.09 Oscar Herbert Castor 1876-1876
July 17, 1867 – Sepin 1994, I inherited my great grandfather
JD.0.06.06.10 Paul Mark Castor 1879-1943
tember, 3, 1926. He
[James Asa Castor’s] family photo almarried Anna Elizabeth Coburn in Pike, NY. and fabum. He had become a portrait photographer in 1871
thered ten children. He’s buried in Edmonton, Canso most of the photos were of studio quality. In addiada.
tion to the album, my sisters and I shared several
Charles Duncan, 31, March, 1869 – June 6, 1870.
hundred family portraits. However very few of these
Ira October 14, 1870 – abt. 1941. He married
loose portraits or of the pictures in the album were
Mamie [Mary] D. either in Denver or Chicago abt.
identified as to person, let alone date.
1890. A bricklayer, he lived out his life in Chicago.
My mother had identified the photos James Asa
He was visited by his brother Paul in 1940 or 1941.
and those of her father, Paul. She also identified two
There is a snapshot of that visit but no further inforof her older uncles, Robert John and William Henry
mation.
as well as one of William’s wives [according to my
Cornelia Emily, 18 December, 1872 – June 30,
mother he had been married three times]. Portraits of
1899.
Robert John’s wife and two of their children had been
Joseph Sherman, 10 December, 1874 -// Married
sent from Oklahoma and contained names. There
Beatrice. In early adulthood he changed his name to
were also names on the portraits of James Asa’s
brother, Harvey and his family members. Harvey was
James’ only surviving brother and he had settled in
Carthage, Missouri in the middle 1800’s.
My cousin, Bill Castor and his father, Wes, were
able to ID Bill’s grandfather, Albert Godfrey and great
grandmother, Ruth... The rest were a mystery as
were any data concerning how they had lived out
their lives.
The photos of the children in the album were of all
ages. Those of my grandfather included baby shots
along with photos of the other four born after James
became a photographer. Three of these died young,
two boys in infancy, and the only girl at 16.
The task was to determine which of the photos
were of Sarah, Rufus, Ira, and Sherman and to learn
how and where they, William, and John lived out their
lives.
Six of James’ seven surviving sons had followed in
their father’s footsteps and became portrait photographers, William, John, Godfrey, Chester [Sherman],
Rufus and Paul.
We did know from the portrait frames that William
had a photography studio in Denver and that John
had gone to Marshall, Oklahoma. We also knew from
the probate of James’s Will that by 1900, Willam and
Sarah were living in Denver and that Rufus had died
there leaving a widow and two children.
Requests were placed on the “One Great Family”
James Asa and Ruth (McAlister ) Castor
query board asking for information and promising to
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share photos.
per County MO History Centre that three of my great
The first response was from
uncles, William, John and Rufus had operated
Kathy Lund in Minnesota. She
“Castor Brothers Photo Studio in Carthage from
was researching her Muttart
about 1881 to 1900.
line and was able to identify for
Rufus had moved to
me the name of my great
Denver from Carthage in
grandfather’s first wife. In rethe early 1890s and Wilturn I was able to send her picliam and John left
tures of William.
around the end of the
During correspondence over
century. William turned
two years we learned the date
up in both the Carthage
of Sarah’s marriage and the
and Denver Census refirst names of her husband.
cords in 1900 but John
She also provided a copy of a
was enumerated in MarAbove photo received from
letter which my great grandfa- Jennifer Seaton labeled
shall, Oklahoma by then.
ther had written to a brother-in- “Harvey” The one on the right
Jennifer had photos that
is labeled James. Is it the
law as his wife lay dying.
matched mine of John
same photograph? If so is it James or Harvey?
A Kathy from New York who
and one of a man who
was no relative sent copies of
matched other photos in
Colorado census pages and someone identified as
my great grandfather’s album. This then had to be
MRD sent a copy of Rufus Harvey Castor Jr.’s 1917
Rufus. She also included a photo of her great-greatDenver draft registration.
great-grandfather, Harvey Castor. In my collection
Shelley Leonard, a genealogist in Denver found the
was the very same photo but my mother had claimed
Fairmount Cemetery Castor family plot in Denver and
it was her grandfather. Jennifer’s picture was taken
provided me with burial dates for William, his first two
at Castor Brothers in Carthage, but mine had no phowives, Sarah and her husband, Rufus and his daughtographer’s imprint. We may never know for sure
ter, Ethel and two unknowns, a Mary Castor who died
which brother it is. There was a strong family resemin infancy and a Roy Wilson.
blance between the two brothers.
Then Marcia Hellam from California wrote to Kathy
I was able to send Jennifer photos of Harvey, his
Lund. Her step grandmother had married William
wife, Elvira, as well as of their son and two daughCastor, possibly in Denver. They moved to San Franters.
cisco where he opened a Photography Studio on MarThrough my correspondence with Jennifer, I was
ket Street, teaching the business to his third wife and
also able to ascertain which photo in my collection
her children. He was listed in the 1930 San Francisco
was probably of Ira and wife Mamie and which was
Census and the 1936 California Death
of Chester and Beatrice.
Index. She sent a photo of her step
Information about my great Uncle
grandmother in exchange for photos of
John came to me from Izzy Lockhart
William. but any photos from the studio
who has placed the Lockhart Genehad long before disappeared.
alogy on line. John’s wife, Lulu Bell,
Then “Cousin Connect” brought a letit seems had a Lockhart for a
ter from Diane in Kansa City, MO. She
mother. I was able to send Izzy a
was a Hickerson and was able to send
portrait of Lulu Belle. From her
me a portrait of my great Aunt, Sarah,
Lockhart genealogy I learned that
husband James, and small son, James,
John’s son R.J. died in Texas in
taken of course, in Denver by Sarah’s
2000. If R.J. had children, I would
brother William. From this portrait I was
be happy to send them a photo of
able to identify a huge portrait of a female
their father.
and an equal sized copy of a hand drawn
Still to be identified are photos,
portrait as Sarah and her husband.
most likely of James Asa’s sisters,
These pictures were about two feet by
their husbands, and their children.
two feet Diane also had a postcard of the
There is a charming photo from the
couple taken at the Denver Zoo.
time of the civil war, a Mrs. Inman of
Mrs. A. R. Inman from Sackets Watertown, NY, and circa 1860
The next find was a site on the interHarbor near Watertown, NY
net of “Unknown Castor Photos” posted
photo of a mother and baby … sevby Jennifer Seaton in Carthage Missouri. has the typical Castor hairline. eral tintypes …the search goes on.
I had already discovered from the JasPage 48
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Ardis is a retired educator who spends her time enjoying her family, traveling, traveling, and hunting
for family history.
Selected References:
-Census of Simcoe County, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 & 1901.
-1900 Census of Jasper County MO
-Census of Denver, Colorado, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1920 & 1930
-Obituary of James A. Castor, Collingwood Bulletin, March 21, 1901
-Colorado Marriages 1859 – 1900
-Census of Oklahoma, Logan County, 1900, 1910, 1920 & 1930 [Sarah to James Marion Hickerson].
-Family History Center Record [by e-mail] marriage of -James Caster to Isma Ann Muttart, December 3, 1853 at
an Episcopal Church in Buffalo, NY
-Census of California, 1930
-Denver Directories of 1901 & 1913
-Denver Genealogical Association, Shelley Leonard, -Fairmount Cemetery Data
-Wesleyan Methodist Register of Baptisms, Simcoe County
-Church of Scotland Marriage Registers [Marriage of -Ruth McAlister to James Asa Castor].
-Dating Old Photographs: 1840-1929, a Family Chronicle Publication.

Note:
Bruce Black had made arrangements to meet with
Ardis’s cousin Bill Castor after the 2000 CAOA Reunion in Kansas City. They were to meet in Carthage.
Bruce was not able to contact him when he was there.
He found out after he got home that Bill had died just
before the Reunion took place.

This is possibly James Asa and his first wife. C 1860
Unidentified mother and her baby. C 1860
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Help Needed with fact checking the new edition of
Benjamin Castor 1741-1826 and his Descendants
Benjamin Castor 1741-1826 and his Descendants was the first book published by the Castor Association of
America in 1984. Charlie Scholer and other CAOA founding members corresponded with a great many Caster
relatives to put together the original document, which has served as the foundation for much of the research into
the Castor/Caster families. The CAOA board decided around 1998 that it was time for an updated edition. We
have the benefit of much new information submitted by our members plus the research that many researchers
have shared with us. In 2000, I decided to take on the task of updating the book.
The CAOA Board agreed with my suggestion that, because of the size of the task, the new book will be limited
to four generations: Benjamin, his children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. This parallels the approach
taken in the Paulus Küsters book, edited by Jean White and published by CAOA in 1990. By concentrating on
the first four generations, the book will take researchers past the important 1850 U.S. Census after which the
government usually collected and maintained more individual information.
I need the help of CAOA researchers who are descendents of each of Benjamin’s 10 children to fact check
and proofread chapters of the book. So far June Herron, Evelyn Verrone, Gloria Heitsman, Wanda Deitemeyer,
and Terry O’Conner all have graciously agreed to assist with those chapters relating to their respective ancestors. Sandee Lacy has spent hours pouring over old News Casters searching for relevant information on the 10
children and their lines.
Please email me at mmward@mac.com, or call me at 415-921-4909, or write me at 2214 Clay Street, San
Francisco, CA 94115, if you can help. Mary-Margaret Ward

Lieutenant William C. Custer of Homer, Illinois
PK.0.01.01.06.08.04.04
Custer, Lieut. W. C. of Homer, Ill. was born near Washington Court House, Ohio, Jan. 8, 1841, a son of Jacob
M. and Elizabeth (Ocheltree) Custer, natives of Va. In 1843 his parents moved to Ill. settling upon a farm in the
neighborhood of the present town of Homer, where they became engaged in farming and stock raising until 1856,
when they removed to Homer and engaged in the hotel buisness, but soon again returned to the farm. The father
died in 1865. Our subject enlisted August 10, 1861 in Co. F. 26th Ill. Vol. Inf. and became one of the noncommissioned officers. In Oct. 1864 he was appointed 2nd Lieut. and subsequently commissioned as such. He was mustered out at Louisville, and discharged at Springfield on June 28, 1865 after a service of over 4 years. Lt. Custer
brought back a young black youth home with him from Georgia and educated him. His name is Wiley Jones; he
now resides in Homer, having married one of his own race.
Lieut. Custer's brother James F. died before he could enlist. His brother John M. enlisted but served only a short
time when he was taken sick and discharged. Lieut. Custer married in 1870 to Maria L. Noble.
Biographical Information from Soldiers and Patriots Biographical Album Illinois Published 1892
Union Veteran Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois
Just received from Carol Warren. Thanks Carol for sharing this with us. This is about all we have on William. If you have any information on his children please let me know. Patricia archives@caoa-gen.org

HELP WANTED with the ARCHIVES
HELP, I am getting so far behind that I am beginning to feel overwhelmed. I think I have finally figured out a way that
members can help me get the data from the files into TMG. If you have a genealogy program such as PAF, Family Tree
Maker, or TMG and have the time to put the data from a few files into it and send it to me I will be able to import that data
into TMG. I would like to work on one line at a time. I would like to work on the smaller lines that we have. We may be
able to tie them together once the data is in the Archive database. When it is done I can then publish a book from that line.
If you can help please contact me at archives@caoa-gen.org. or 707-644-5939 Patricia
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Benjamin and Ruth Custard aka Phil and Elizabeth Haines
Benjamin and
Ruth Custard
regularly visit
Oliver Miller at his
home, the stone
house in South
Park, Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania. A neighbor
of the Custards,
Oliver Miller was
an early settler
and neighbor of
the Custards.
The Oliver Miller
Homestead is a
national historic
site
and staffed and maintained by the Oliver
Miller Homestead Associates, an allvolunteer group, in close cooperation with
Allegheny County Parks Department.
CAOA members Phil and Elizabeth
Haines are volunteers at the homestead
and play Benjamin and Ruth Custard.
Benjamin and Ruth generally visit the Millers when special events occur each
month; such as the spring sheep shearing
that took place May 15. Friends and
neighbors of the Millers can be observed
quilting, spinning and weaving, cooking on
the massive fireplace, forging tools in the
blacksmith shop or demonstrating skills
such as musket loading on the homestead grounds.
Phil and Elizabeth wear period correct clothing, including straight last shoes and proper headgear. Ruth
may greet visitors as they enter the stone house and
Benjamin will describe colonial life in the “parlor” of
the house. Sometimes Phil, in his Benjamin Custard
persona, entertains by playing the viola da gamba.
Phil explains that
musical instruments available on
the frontier were
those that were
portable and light.
The viola da
gamba is a six
stringed instrument
about the size of a
Page 51

modern cello and played with a bow.
Oliver Miller was appointed a judge of the court for
Yohogania County, established by the Virginia legislature. The court’s first session
was held December 23, 1776.
He would have crossed Benjamin Custard’s land on his
way to court, initially held at
Andrew Heath’s house, and
later moved to a location at
the top of the hill in what is
now Lobb’s Cemetery. After
Oliver died in 1782, his son
James acquired titled and patented the land, calling it
“Mansfield.” Mansfield, about
425 acres, straddles the Snowden Bethel township line.
Sources
Crumrine, Boyd. Virginia Court Records in Southwestern Pennsylvania.
Originally printed 1902-1905. Reprint,
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing
Co., Inc., 2001.
National Register of Historical Places.
Pennsylvania – Allegheny County.
http://www.
nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/
PA/Allegheny/state3.html
The Oliver Miller Homestead. A Pioneer Landmark and Whiskey Rebellion Site in Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania.
http://
www.15122.
com/OliverMiller/
enter.htm
Warrantee Atlas
of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, 1914,
Plate 15,
Snowden Township.
http://
digital.library.pitt.
edu/maps/
warrantee/
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Peter Keister 1759-// GEO.0.01
Thanks go to Naaman Woodland for bringing Peter Keister’s pension file to our attention by sending us an article
Peter Keister was born about March 1759 in (Northumberland County, Pa?), the eldest of the sons. [Is Peter the
son of George Kester of Buffalo Township, Northumberland County who died 1795? George left a will naming
his oldest son, Peter, daughters Elizabeth and Christina, and sons John and Henry.] While residing in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, Peter enlisted about 1 October 1773 and served until August 1776 in Captain Peter Grove's Pennsylvania Company of Rangers. The company was formed at Sunbury. They protected the settlements of the western frontier from the attacks of Indians. About 1799, Peter moved from Pennsylvania to Adams County, Ohio, and lived nine miles from West Union. About 1811, Peter moved to Montgomery County,
Ohio, living on Big Twin Creek near Germantown in Germantown Township. In 1813, Peter joined the membership of the German Reformed Church in Montgomery County. In 1839, Peter applied for pension for service in
Revolutionary War, but was denied pension as those who could vouch for his service were dead.
State of Ohio, Montgomery County SS
On this thirtieth day of September eighteen Hundred and thirty nine personally appeared in open Court, before
the Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of said county now sitting Peter Keister - a resident of said County
aged about eighty years who being first duly sworn stated on oath this declaration in order to obtain the benefit of
the Act of Congress passed June of 1832. That about the first of October seventeen hundred and seventy three
he enlisted in the Company of Peter Grove (Captain) at Sunsbury - Northumberland County Pennsylvanisa, he
cannot say whether they were enlisted under the authority of the confederation (US) or whether by the State of
Pennsylvania he enlisted for the term of three years, their Captain was Peter Grove, their Lieut James Allison,
they acted only as a Company, not being connected with other troops as Ranging, Captain Thomas Hartley before that - came up with his Regiment to defend the frontier and in settlements and lay with his troops in Buffalo
Valley on the West Branch of the Susquehanna some short time under the orders of General Washington as it
was said the Indians conceald themselves and the regiment did not prove of much service and was recalled and
two Companys of Rangers formed, one on the West Branch, and the other on the North Branch of the Susquehanna, of one of which he was as aforesaid, the other Company of Rangers was Commanded by Captain
______ Whitsell from Reading Berks County, Pennsylvania. he states that up to the time of their discharge they
were continually in active service the Indians never attacked them in a body and the largest number that was
seen together was forty-two, they ranged up to Bald Eagle creek and Muncey Valley about seventeen or eighteen miles from Sunsbury - The Indians lurked around but never attacked them and the County had been abandoned by the inhabitants in consequence of the Indians but upon forming these companys of Rangers a few of
the men came back to their farms without their families and some of them were killed by the Indians - The Indians would take advantage of any temporary advance of the Rangers, and burn property, kill and make prisoners,
and drive off cattle, they now kept continually on the alert marching to and fro to protect the country from an enemy whose presence was only known by his sudden burning and murders and his escape to the depths of the
forrest, it was their practice to send out a single Ranger in the night to look round a farm to discover Indians he
was ordered to join the main body by day light and they lost several men in that manner. in this manner he
served until the month of August seventeen hundred and seventy six when he was discharged at Sunbury, the
Comapny was marched there to be discharged - They were all made armed as Riflemen during this Service &
drew their arms at Sunsbury, such was the nature of their service that he cannot state any prominent fact which
entered into the history of the Country, it was an arduous service marked by individual murders and burnings of
the Indians of our men I recollect Michael Lamb, John Ebby, John Clinchsmith and Jacob Beeckle were killed by
the Indians, John Stombel and his wife were murdered on their farm up the North Branch - The news came that
the Indians had been their and our Company came up, they were tomahawked and scalped and the old man was
a resident of Northumberland County, he had a certificate of discharge signed by Captain Grove He lost it in
Pennsylvania - he burnt some of his old papers when he left Pennsylvania Forty years ago and moved to Adams
County nine miles from West Union State of Ohio and as he is no scholar he may have burnt it at that time as he
cannot read English, he thought old papers would not be much use to him so far into the woods, he knows no
man who can prove his services at this date he has written several letters to Pennsylvania without getting an answer. Captain Grove is dead, and after much enquiry he found four years ago that Lieutenant Allison lived on
the Little Miami he went to see him and upon arriving there he was dead & had been buried to days since that
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time he despaired of getting a pension being told that he must have some evidence of his services until lately he
has been induced to present his claims, he removed from Adams County Ohio twenty eight years ago to Big Twin
Creek in Montgomery County Ohio near Germantown where he now lives, he was born in March year not
recolected but was near fifteen when he enlisted in Northumberland County Pennsylvania, has no record of his
age his youngest brother has the Bible in which his age was but when he came to examine the Bible twenty years
ago the leaf was torn out he is the oldest of sons. that part of the family other than him if they had lived are dead.
the other questions by the Court are fully answered in the body of the disposition, the names of those in my
neighborhood who can testify to my veracity and their belief in my servces as a soldier of the Revolution are
Judge Thomas Winters & William C Emrick.
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his
name is not on the pension role of the agency of any State.
Sworn to and subscribed )
in open court the day and )
year aforesaid
)

Peter Keister

E W Davies Clk
We Thomas Winters, a Clergyman residing in the County of Montgomery aforesaid and William C Emrick, residing in the same hereby certify that we are well acquainted with Peter Keister who has subscribed and sworn to
the above statement or declaration. That we believe him to be about eighty years of age that he is reputed in the
neighborhood where he resides to have been a Soldier of the Revolution and that we concur in that opinion. And
the affiant Thoms Winter further states that he the said Peter Keister has been for twenty six years past, now is, a
communicant member of the German Reformed Church of which he is pastor.
Thomas Winters
Sworn to & Subscribed
William C Emrick
in open Court this 30th
day of September 1839
E W Davies Clk
Sate of Ohio Montgomery County SS
And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion, after)
the investigation of the matter, and after putting the )
34,87,4
interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, that ) Peter
the above named applicant was a revolutionary Soldier ) Keister
and served as he stated. And the Court further certifies)
Ohio
that it appears to them that Thomas Winters who has
) Application
signed the preceding certificate is a clergyman )
for
resident in said Montgomery County and also one of
) Pension
the associate Judges of this Court and in
)
that William C Emrick is a credible person and
)
that their statements is entitled to credit
)
I, Edward W Davies Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas of the County of Montgomery aforesaid do hereby certify that the foregoing contain the original proceedings of the said Court in the matter of the application of Peter
Keister for a pension.
In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal of Office at Dayton, this 22nd day of October Eighteen hundred & Thirty nine
E W Davies Clk
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One of the problems working with the archives is that not everyone is identified. I keep having to see if I can
find someone in the census records. I decided it would be very helpful if I could get as many people identified in
the census records as possible. I have started with the 1820 Census records for PA. I have gone through the
archive text files, printed out the Ancestry.com index and started there. Below are a few of the counties where I
need help identifying heads of households. I have not identified those who do not have an LIDDID listed. I still
need to get the records for those whose age is not listed. I will continue to work on that. If you can identify any
of these names or find errors please let me know. It will help me a great deal. I can tell you without help I am
never going to be able to get the records into the database. I will need another 50 years to do it.
Patricia archives@caoa-gen.org
City

County

LIDDID

Surname

Name

age

Montgomery

Hatfield

PK.0.05 see note

Custer

Daniel

Montgomery

Limerick

PK.0.05.01.02.01.01

Custer

Jacob

m26-45

Montgomery

Limerick

PK.0.05.01.02.01.03

Custer

Samuel

m26-45

Montgomery

Lower Merion

Custerd

John

Montgomery

Lower Providence

Custer

Jonas

m45+

Montgomery

Lower Providence

Custer

John

m26-45

Montgomery

Lower Providence

PK.0.05.01.01.02.04

Custer

William

m16-26

Montgomery

Lower Providence

PK.0.05.01.01.05

Custer

Levi

m45+

Montgomery

Skippack

PK.0.07.07.07

Custer

Abraham

Montgomery

Upper Merion

Custard

William

Montgomery

Upper Providence

PK.0.05.01.02.01

Custer

Peter

Montgomery

Whitemarsh

PK.0.05.01.03.03

Custard

Isaac

Montgomery

Worcester

Custer

Benjamin

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.05.01.01.02.02

Custer

Nathan

m26-45

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.05.01.01.04

Custer

Henry

m45+

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.05.01.01.07

Custer

Cornelius

m45+

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.05.01.02.08

Custer

Jacob

m26-45

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.05.07.01

Custer

John

m45+

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.07.01.01.02.02

Custer

Herman

m45+

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.07.01.04.01

Custer

John

m45+

Montgomery

Worcester

PK.0.07.07.01.07

Custer

Benjamin

m16-26

Northampton

Hamilton

Kester

Samuel

Northampton

Hamilton

Kester

William

m26-45

Northampton

Hamilton

Kester

Jacob

m16-26

Northampton

Hamilton

Kester

George

m16-26

Northampton

Hamilton

Kester

Peter

m26-45

Northampton

Lehigh

Kester

Philip

m16-26

Northampton

Lehigh

Kester

Peter

m45+

Northampton

Lehigh

Kester

John

m16-26

Northampton

Lehigh

Kester

John

m16-26

Northampton

Lehigh

Kester

Lawrence

m26-45
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City

County

LIDDID

Surname

Name

age

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Caster

Samuel

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Caster

Leonard

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Kester

Philip

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Kester

Leonard

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Kester

Leonard

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Kester

Leonard

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Kester

Leonard

Northampton

Lower Mount Bethel

Caster

Leonard

Northampton

Plainfield

Kister

Jacob

Northampton

Plainfield

Kister

Jacob

Somerset

Conemaugh

Kustard

Frederick

Somerset

Jenner

Kuster

Catherine

f16-26

Somerset

Jenner

Kuster

Catherine

f16-26

Somerset

Shade

Kustard

Jacob

m26-45

Somerset

Shade

Kustard

John

Somerset

Shade

Kusturd

John

m26-45

Somerset

Shade

Kusturd

John

m26-45

York

Fairfield

Kiester

Jacob

York

Fairview

Keister

Jacob

m26-45

York

Hopewell

Koster

Barnet

m45+

York

Monaghan

Kiester

John

York

Monaghan

Kiester

Adam

York

Newberry

Keester

Henry

York

Newberry

Kiester

Devin

York

Newberry

Kiester

David

York

Newberry

Kiester

Henry A

York

Newberry

Kister

John

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.03.01 Possibly

Kiester

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.04.02-S

York

Newberry

York

HI.0.0?.05.06

Notes

m26-45

m18-26

?pg 70

David

m26-45

?pg 70

Zimmerman

Nicholas

m26-45

HI.0.0?.04.04 Possibly

Kister

David

m26-45

Newberry

HI.0.0?.04.06

Kister

Christian

m26-45

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.04-S

Kister

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.05

Keister

Adam

m45+

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.05.03-S

Hutton

John

m26-45

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.08

Kister

David

m45+

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.08.03

Kiester

Henry

m18-26

York

Newberry

HI.0.0?.08.04

Kiester

Jacob

m18-26
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Patricia Turner Ritchie
New President of Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society
Pat Ritchie, former CAOA President and author/compiler of many books on the Brock’s Gap area and
Rockingham County, Virginia, was elected president of the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society for the
term starting January 2005.
Pat, who has served on the HRHS board since 1994,
has been a genealogical researcher since her high
school days. Her history teacher assigned the class
the project of doing a local history paper involving library research and interviews with relatives and local
people. Pat has been doing local history research
every since.

Pat Ritchie with her family, left to right:
Husband Dan Ritchie, Pat, daughter Fran, son Chad, and father Garnett Turner. Fran helped at the 1996 CAOA Reunion at age 12.

A Family History Library search for Patricia T. Ritchie
brings up 23 titles that Pat has either been the sole
author or joint author! As chair of the HRHS publications committee, Pat has been responsible for a number of books published by the HRHS, including a four
volume set of Mills of Rockingham County, a beautifully illustrated series on the county’s historic mills.

Pat is extremely proud of the HRHS and its work in preserving Rockingham County history and culture. Visit its
website at http://www.heritagecenter.com. Don’t miss the bookstore with its extensive inventory of family and
local histories.

Where in the World . . . . Have You Been?
Ardis and her husband Krishan traveled to Costa Rica and Panama where these photos
were taken. El Valle is in Panama and the hot springs park is on the slopes of Arnal Volcano
on the spine of the Costa Rican highlands. The soothing hot springs is a nice place to be
when her Canadian home is digging out of winter snow. Ardis is
related to John DeCasterer through his sixth child Rufus Castor.
More about her family in this issue in an
article written by Ardis.

a canopy tour in Costa Rica
Ardis and Krishan In El Valle, Panama
Page 56

Ardis and Krishan on the slopes of
Arnal Volcano enjoying the hot
springs.
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W e b C a s to r

I n M e m o ry o f

Two daughters of William and
Elizabeth (Lacock) Kester.

KYLE CLAYBOURNE CUSTER
Gainesville, GA July 15, 1984—June 18, 2005
Kyle Custer, 20, died on June 18, 2005 following
a one car automobile accident. Kyle was born in Estherville, Iowa and moved to Gainesville, Ga. In 1994
with his family. He is survived by his father, Kevin,
mother Rena, sister Ashley, Paternal grandmother,
Jane Custer of Creston, Iowa and maternal grandparents, Bob and Marilyn Pearson of Dallas Center,
Iowa. He was preceded in death by his paternal
grandfather, Virgil Custer. Kyle graduated from North
Hall High School in 2003. He worked at Marine Specialties doing a job he loved.
Memorial services will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, June 29, 2005 at McCalley Funeral
home in Adel, Iowa where family will receive friends
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. that morning. Burial will follow
at the Brethern Cemetery near Dallas Center.
Additional services will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, June 29, 2005 at the First United Methodist Church in Gainesville, Ga. where family will receive friends from 9:30 to 11 a.m. that morning. In
lieu of flowers the famly requests that donations be
made to Kyle Custer Memorial in care of Wanda Garner, 4705 Leland Drive, Cumming, GA 30041. 770886-2250.

http://www.geocities.com/vigobios/pound.htm

THOMAS POUND, a son of John and Sarah
(MARTIN) POUND, was born in Middlesex Co.,
N.J. July 28, 1767, died February 2, 1848, and is
buried at the Second Prairie Creek Cemetery,
Vigo Co., Indiana. He moved to Maryland with
his parents and shortly after his marriage migrated from near Cumberland, that State, to Nelson Co., Kentucky, by way of the Ohio River on
a flat boat, arriving there in April 1786. He lived
in Nelson County for a few years and then
moved to the adjoining county of Shelby, now
Spencer County, near Elk Creek, and in 1801 to
Butler Co., Ohio on the Miami Bottoms, and in
November 1816, to Vigo Co., Indiana, near Prairie Creek, where he resided until his death. He
was married in Maryland in 1786 to SARAH KESTER, (PK.0.02.06.01.03) daughter of William
and Elizabeth (Lacock) KESTER, who was born
June 24, 1767, and died February 2, 1848, a few
hours before her husband passed away, both
being buried in the same grave. Thomas was
short and of dark complexion, while his wife was
rather tall and fair, her hair being golden.
ELIZABETH KESTER, (PK.0.02.06.01.02) a
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Lacock) Kester, was probably born in New Jersey, about
1763, died in 1840 and is buried in the Second
Prairie Creek Cemetery, in Vigo Co., Indiana.
After her marriage she "Settled under the Laurel
Hills on George's Creek" southwest of Cumberland, Maryland, and 1786 moved to Kentucky,
by way of the Ohio River, on a flat boat, arriving
in Louisville in April of that year. She lived first in
Nelson County, Kentucky, then moved to Jefferson County in 1789, to Spencer County in 1791,
to Butler Co. Ohio, in 1801, to Knox County,
near Vicennes, Indiana, in 1808, and to Vigo
County, near Prairie Creek, Indiana, in 1814,
where she remained until her death. She was
known for her skills as a "Doctor Woman" and
nurse.

Source: Des Moines Register, 22 June 2005, page 6B.
Contributed by Elston and Barbara Ketels and Terry
O’Connor. I really appreciate receiving the obits, wedding
announcements and anniversary notices for the archives. I
was not able to tie Kyle to anyone in the files. If you know
who he is related to please let me know. Patricia Caster Archive Coordinator

ALICE KASTER
Moravia
Funeral services for Alice Kaster, 87, will be held
10 a.m. Saturday at the Moravia Funeral Home.
Visitation will be held 1 to 8 p.m. Friday with the family present from 6 to 8 at the funeral home. Memorials may be made to the Moravia Skateboard Park.
Source: Des Moines Register, 9 June 2005, page 7B.
Contributed by Terry O’Connor.

C a s to r F l a s h
Did you know?
Blacksmiths worked with iron
Whitesmiths worked with tin
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ADDRESSES/NEW and returning MEMBERS
JOS.0.0?.0?.0?.0?
Kester, Tammy L
Rt. 2, Box 1790
Stillwell, OK 74960-4677
(918)696-4155

Good Friend of CAOA
Larsh, Margaret L.
1445 N. Delaware St., No 1122
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2477

HI.0.0?.08.02.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?
Thurman, Geraldine
Summer:
295 Jim Cochran Rd.
Franklin, NC 28734-2559
(828) 349-4426
Winter:
5310 SW 18th Ave.
Cape Coral, FL 33914-6810
(239)541-9674
gerithurman@hotmail.com

PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.06.07.07.05.0?-S
Kaster, Kim Marie
Rt. 2, Box 150
Spring Valley, MN 55975-9641
jessup@clear.lakes.com

PK.0.01.01.11.01.02.08.01.04.01.03.01
Andrews, Barbara
9Dorado Dr.
Columbia, MO 65201-6602
(573)443-6247
bdad2@m2204.edu

K.0.01.01.11.01.07.02.07.01.0?
Solomon, Patricia
3201 Greentree Way
San Jose, CA 95117-3027
(408)247-7923
w6njo@yahoo.com

WmCU.0.01.0?.0?.0?-S new line
Vollink, Bonnie
309 Locust St., Box 167
Archer, IA 51231-0167
(713)723-5361
gibbon@netins.net

JC.0.09.08.0? .0? .0? .0?
Tubbs, Christy L.
879 Severn Dr.
Coshocton, OH 43812-2768
(740)622-6336
c.tubbs@sbc.global.net

PK.0.01.01.14.03.04.0?.0?.0?.0?
Krout, Lavonda
4611 Port Williams Rd.
Williams, IN 47470-8857
(812)388-7591
rankro@aol.com

PK.0.01.03.01.05.01.0? .0? .0? .0?
Barnes, Roger L.
221 Kingswood Dr.
Kendallville, IN 46755-1317
(260)349-1585
parousia@localnet.com

PK.0.08.01.02.0?.08.0?.08.01.01
Saunders, Patricia D.
107 Northwoods Village Dr., Apt 26
Cary, NC 25713-0353
patsaunders@aol.com

PK.0.01.01.02.01.01.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?
Patricia Skaggs
973 Sycamore Drive
Dinuba, CA 93618-3332
pfskaggs@myexcel.com

WC.0.06.01.04.02.01
Tucker, Teresa K.
5050 CR 236
Liberty Hill, TX 78642-3730
(512)355-2433
tucker@pgrb.com

JC.0.06.03.06.05.08.01
Boyer, Dennis Lee
2360 Cedar Dale Ct.
Maryland Heights, MO 63043-4165
(314)434-1395
dennislboyer@aol.com

PK.0.02.05.06.05.04.0? .0? .0? .0?
Weston, Diane
28512 Gladstone Ct.
Escondido, CA 92026-6820
(760)749-4921
weston1954@sbc.global.net

PK.0.02.04.02.01.02.0a.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?
Joe Tucker
3313 Sherbrook Road
Odessa, TX 78762-5036
JMTucker@aol.com

PK.0.01.01.05.01.01.08.01.05.01.04
George A. Custer
6904 Cedar Run Trail
Broadway, VA 22815-2601
540-896-6721

PK.0.01.01.02.01.01.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?.0?
Skaggs, Patricia
873 Sycamore Dr.
Dinuba, CA 93618-3382
(555)591-2875
pskaggs@myexcel.com

I apologize to the new members for taking so long to get their lineages to them. I also apologize to the
members who are waiting for their lineages they bought at the auction in 2000. It seems the more I get done
the more there is to be done. It does take time to enter all the wonderful data you have contributed and prepare
the reports. I just wish there were ten of me instead of one so that I can get them done faster.
Please feel free to send me a note if you have questions on the status of your report.
Patricia
archives@caoa-gen.org
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The Castor Association of America is a non-profit corporation
dedicated to the discovery and preservation
of family history for all variations of the family surname.

From the President
C. D. "Buck" Custer
It's amazing how time flies! It seems only a few
days ago that we were starting a new year and now
we're approaching fall.
Thankfully those of us here in Florida (except the
Pensacola area) have not experienced the traumatic
hurricanes we saw last year at this time. I hope you
all will say a little prayer for us "cousins" in Florida.
It is now time for us to get names of volunteers
who would like to serve as an officer of CAOA. I
have enjoyed my term as president, but the truth of
the matter is that I belong to seven different organizations in which I am an active member, serving variously as secretary, treasurer, executive board member, etc. in four of them, besides CAOA. I am getting
spread a little thin and we need someone to step up
and run for president.
Don’t hesitate to ask questions if you are interested
in serving on the board or in any of the volunteer positions. You can send an email or contact me via mail
or phone. (Info in column on the right)
Another area in which help would be appreciated is
stories for the News Caster. Any newsletter is only
as good as the content makes it. If you have an interesting story about your family, your research or
perhaps some photos of your ancestors, send them
to our Editor, Bruce Black.
In order for us reach members quickly during the
upcoming months concerning the election of officers
and other member input, it is important that all of you
subscribe to the "members only" on line mail list.
Send a note to webmaster@caoa-gen.org to get instructions for subscribing to the maillist.
Remember that CAOA cannot continue without the
help of the members serving on the board, providing
research data, and articles for the News Caster.

Kuster Koster Custer Kusterd Kuester Kester Custard
Kustard Kaster Kistard Kister Gerster Caster Castor
Kastor Koester Kiester Keister

Officers
President……………….………...Charles D. “Buck Custer
Vice President………………. . . . . .………….Gary Custer
Secretary………………………….…Mary-Margaret Ward
Treasurer……………………………..……..…….Joe Lacy

Appointed Positions
Archives Coordinator…………...………….Patricia Caster
Editor…………………………………..……...Bruce Black
Publications Manager……...…………………Buck Custer
Historian……………………………………..Phillip Castor
Web Site Coordinator ..……………..……...Geri Thurman
Library………………...……………...…….Patricia Caster
CAOA Queries
Charles “Buck” Custer President
1815 Billingshurst Court
Orlando, FL 32825-8438
President@caoa-gen.org
Membership and Change of Address
Gary L. Custer, Vice President, Membership
438 Hiway 74
Twin Falls, ID 83301-0300
Membership@caoa-gen.org
Secretary
Mary-Margaret Ward, Secretary
2214 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA 94115-1930
secretary@caoa-gen.org
Membership Due…...Book Purchases…...News-Caster Issues
Joe Lacy, Treasurer
302 County rd. 6720
Natalia, TX 78059-2113
Treasurer@caoa-gen.org

It was sad to hear that Helen Branen passed away in
June. On behalf of myself and the members of CAOA
I send our Sympathies to her family, and our member
Mildred Fink.
Buck

Articles/Suggestions for News-Caster
Bruce Black, Editor
PO Box 959
Sugarloaf, CA 92386-0959
Editor@caoa-gen.org
Archives and Lineage Questions
CAOA Library Books
Patricia Caster, Archives Coordinator
PO Box 955
Windsor, CA 95492-0955
Archives@caoa-gen.org

Please ask before you use it
All material published by the
Castor Association of America including the News
Caster,
information on the CAOA web site, books, or materials in
any other form, including materials developed from the
CAOA Archives, may be used only with the express written
Permission of the Castor Association of America.

The News Caster is published quarterly by the
Castor Association of America. Past issues may
be ordered from the Treasurer for $5 an issue.

http://www.caoa-gen.org
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Color Photos Needed for the December Issue: Photo Gallary
If you have a color photograph of one of your great grandparents and would like to share it with the
members in the December News Caster please contact the Editor at editor@caoa-gen.org. Ten to
twelve photos are needed for a two page layout. You can scan them and send them via the previous
email. If you can’t scan them send Patricia your phone number at archives-caoa-gen.org and she will
be happy to call you and discuss how to share the photograph(s).
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Hacktown and the Custer Connection
By Alton Sissell, Photographs by Alton Sissell

Photo hanging in the Antique store in Corley, Iowa taken circa in the early 1900’s
My 2nd Great Grandmother, Elizabeth Custer,
(PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.04) married Leander Johnathon Hack, on September 22, 1952 in Oakland,
Pottawattamie, Iowa. Family lore has them traveling by covered wagon, from “Hacktown”, Iowa, for
Nance County, Nebraska, in September 1894. I
have been searching for “Hacktown”, Iowa for 24
years. I checked with the Iowa State Historical Society for help in locating “Hacktown” and they could
find no record of such a place ever being located in
Iowa.
Upon a visit this Spring, with the Castor Association of America archives, located in Vallejo, California, and talking with their archivist, Patricia Caster,
she located an old township map for Shelby
County, Iowa. I obtained the co-ordinates of
Corley, Iowa from the USGS Geographic Names
Information System Server and plotted them on the
township map and the old settlement of “Hacktown”
was at the same location of the current town of
Corley, Iowa.

I decided this summer to travel to Corley, and
see if I could find any information on Elizabeth
Custer and Leander Johnathon Hack. Located
Northeast of Corley, about 1 mile, is the Corley
Cemetery, which is located on the Benton C. Custer (PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.12) property. About 1
mile further North, is the old settlement of Custer’s
Grove. Henry Custer’s farm was located across
the road from the Cemetery. My Hack’s had a farm
about a mile Southeast of Corley.
I arrived in Corley, Iowa on August 1, 2005.
Corley is a small town, 5 houses and a country
store, which is now an Antique Store. I walked into
the Antique Store to get information on Corley and
see if anyone knew about “Hacktown”. The store
was unoccupied and as we looked around, the proprietor entered. I told him about my Custer’s and
Hack’s living in the area when it was known as
“Hacktown”. He was a long time area resident and
had never heard of the area being called
“Hacktown”. As I was leaving, I ask the proprietor if

VOLUME XXII NO. 4

N E W S C A S T E R D E C E M B E R 2004

there was a cemetery in the area. He said,
“Yes”, behind the store and across the
Nishnabotna River, take the first dirt road
to the left, follow the “S” turn, up the hill,
then look for the boots on the fence posts.
They will lead you to the cemetery.” I did
exactly that and at the last boot top, on the
left, I found the entrance to the Cemetery.
Through the trees, I could see some tombstones.
I parked in front of the gate and walked
up the grassy drive to the top of the hill.
My eyes spotted a white grave marker, at
the crown of the hill, lying flat on the
ground. I walked to the stone and gazed
down at the weathered lettering. There lay
Corley Cemetery as seen from the Tree lined entrance
the Sarah E. B., the daughter of L. A. and
L. J. Hack, died October 1, 1862. Aged 6 months 8
the edge of the cemetery. My wife, Eleanor, Aunt
days. This stone is one of many in the Hack Family
Estella and I got out to stroll through the cemetery,
Plot. I took photos of the stones and reached into my
looking for more Custer’s and Hack’s. I continued
pocket to write down the names and dates into my
on further uphill to the Custer family plot to take picnotebook. It was not in my pocket, I had left it in the
tures of all of the Custer tombstones.
car. I walked back downhill, gave my wife my camera
What a thrill for me. I have felt for years that I
and retrieved my notebook. Walking back uphill to
the family plot, I entered the appropriate information
into my notebook.
As I entered the last name, I looked up and there in
the next family plot, uphill and to the left was the
tombstone of Henry B. Custer, (PK.0.01.04.02.04.02 )
my third great grandfather. It was surrounded by numerous Custer tombstones. I
wrote the
names and
dates of the
Custer’s in
my notebook
and was
about to take
pictures and
realized I had
left my camera with my
wife, in the
car. I again,
walked downhill and noticed that the
gate was not
locked, it just
Henry Custer died Aug 28, 1885
had a chain
Aged 78 yrs 4 m’s 6 d’s
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02
wrapped
around the
Mary A, wife of A. G. Custer
post. So, I unwrapped the chain and opened up the
Died Mar 4 1880
gate and drove uphill, through the trees and parked at
Age 34 y
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needed to go to Corley, Iowa and see if I had any family in the area, only to find both the Custer family plot
and the Hack family plot. I did not know if there were
any family members in the area and in fact, I confirmed
that Corley, Iowa is the location of the original settlement of “Hacktown”. I continued my family story by
driving to Marsland, Dawes County, Nebraska and
found that Elizabeth Custer and Leander Johnathon
Hack are buried in the Marsland Cemetery. I had finally located the gravesite for the last of the Custer
names in my family.
NOTE: The Cemetery is in the Fairview Township - so
it is known as the Fairview Cemetery. It is also called
the Corley Cemetery by local folks as it is just outside
Corley, Iowa. And, it is also referred to as the Custer
Cemetery, as it is located on Benton Custers land.

Custer Family Plot

Corley Iowa Cemetery Listing of Custer’s
Name

Birth

Death

Age

Parents

Custer

Allie J.

est. May 27, 1868

August 5, 1888

20 yr. 2 mo. 9 da.

R. & J. Custer

Custer

Cintha

est. April 4, 1859

August 11, 1861

2 yr. 4 mo. 7 da.

R. & J. Custer

Custer

Clara

est. May 30, 1894

October 31, 1894

5 mo. 1 da.

B. C. & A. Custer

Custer

Elizabeth

February 26, 1808

October 27, 1888

Custer

Henry

April 22, 1807

August 28, 1885

78 yr. 4 mo. 6 da.

Emmanuel Custer ; husband of
Elizabeth Burket

Custer

Jane

est. April 16, 1841

September 16, 1916

75 yr. 5 mo.

Mother

Custer

Jasper N.

est. December 26, 1867 December 17, 1880

12 yr. 11 mo. 22 da.

Henry, Jr. and Catherine (Wright)
Custer

Custer

Mary A.

est. 1846

March 4, 1880

34 yr.

Wife of A. G. Custer

Custer

Perry B.

November 21, 1869

September 25, 1870

10 mo. 4 da.

Henry, Jr. and Catherine (Wright)
Custer

Custer

Rudy

June 12, 1831

November 28, 1899

68 yr. 5 mo. 16 da.

Henry & Elizabeth (Burket) Custer

From the Archives:
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02 Henry Custer 1807-1885
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02-S Elizabeth Custer 1808-1888
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.02 Rudolf Custer 1831-1899
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.02-S Jane (Abernathy) Custer 1841-1916
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.02.02 Cynthia Custer
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.02.03 Alice Custer 1868-1888
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.09 Henry Custer Jr. 1844-1926
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.09.02 Jasper N. Custer 1866-1880
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.09.03 Perry B. Custer 1869-1870
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.12 Benton Clemons Custer 1852-//
PK.0.01.04.02.04.02.12.07 Clara Custer 1894-1894
Unable to identify
Mary A. Custer 1846-1889 wife of A. G. Custer

Abraham Burket; wife of Henry
Custer

Announcement:
2006 Membership Dues
are due by 1 January 2006
$15/year
Make Check payable to CAOA
Send to
Joe Lacy
602 CR 6720
Natalia, Texas 78059-2113
To recieve the 2006 Membership Directory
they must be received by 1 May 2006
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Brothers James and Lewis Kaster in the 1870 Census
By Mary-Margaret Ward with a bit of research help from Patricia Caster

W

e family researchers rely on census data to
help us form a snapshot of our ancestors at
a particular point in time. The more detailed census
information recorded by census takers beginning with
the seventh U.S. Census, taken in 1850, is of special
importance to us. We can trace children, deaths,
marriages, economic status, and even health through
the census. But, there are times when the census
data may serve to raise more questions than we can
answer, and even the most analytical family researcher may be left with unanswered questions. The
problem Castor Association researchers encountered
in trying to untangle the relationships between James
and Lewis Kaster of Shelby County, Indiana, dramatically illustrate the need for collateral evidence.
James and Lewis Kaster
James Kaster and Lewis Kaster were Benjamin
and Priscilla (Brock) Kaster’s two youngest children.
James was probably born about 1836 and Lewis was
born later, in 1837 or 1838. James and Lewis grew
up in Shelby County, Indiana, where they subsequently married and spent their adult years.
Their father, Benjamin Kaster, was the oldest child
of Conrad Caster/Kaster. Conrad was the oldest child
of Benjamin Custard, the progenitor of the long line of
Caster/Castor/Kaster descendants outlined in the
Castor Association of America book, Benjamin Castor
(1741-1826) and Descendants. Thus, James and
Lewis are the great grandchildren of Benjamin Custard. (PK.0.01.01.11.01.01)
James and Lewis were living at home at the time of
the 1850 U.S. Census.1 James is enumerated as age
15, giving him a birth date of sometime in 1835 or
1836. Lewis is noted as being age 12, making his
birth date as sometime in 1838. Both birth years are
consistent with what is known about James and Lewis
from subsequent census’ and other records.
Benjamin died 10 January 1857 in Shelby County,
Indiana.2 The order partitioning his estate was issued
on 4 March 1858. James and Lewis are represented
by Samuel Walker, the husband of their sister Cynthia.3 Because they have a guardian in the legal proceeding, this indicates that they had not yet turned 21
years old at the time the probate proceedings commenced for their father’s estate.
James Kaster PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14
James Castor married Catharine Brown on 22 November 1856 in Decatur County, Indiana.4 Although
the census enumerator entered James’ wife’s name

as “Harriet C.” and the cemetery record records her
name as “Harriet C.” no other Indiana marriage record
has been found that fits this couple. It is reasonable
to assume that James and his bride were married in
neighboring Decatur County where Brown families
lived as they also did in Shelby County.
Harriet C. Brown’s parents were John D. and Elizabeth Brown. They lived in Union Township in 1850
where John was a wagon maker. The Browns had
three children living at home at the time of the 1850
U.S. census: Addison, age 18, Harriett C., age 12,
and Robert H., age 8.5
The Brown family and the Benjamin Kaster family
both lived in Union Township in 1850. The Kaster
children would undoubtedly have known the Brown
children. James was age 15 and Harriett C. was age
12 at the time of the census.
James and Harriet C. Kaster are enumerated on
the 1860 U.S. Census for Marion Township, Shelby
County, with Arabella, age 2.6 James is shown as 24
years old and Harriet C. as 20 years old. However,
the gravestone for Harriet C. Kaster records that she
was 35 years 7 months old when she died on April 7,
1874.7 This would make her 18 years old at the time
of their marriage. It is possible that the census taker
mistakenly recorded her age as 20 instead of 21,
which it would have been on 1 June 1860.
James and his wife were parents of the following
known children: Arabella, born about 1858, William
M., born about 1860, Sarah F. born about 1862
Amanda E., born about 1864, Thomas J., born about
1867, Cary E. born about 1870, and Van F., born
about 1873.8
James Kaster died 24 February 1895, age 58
years.9 Both Harriet C. Kaster and James Kaster are
buried in Marion Cemetery, Marion Township, Shelby
County, Indiana. Harriet C. Kaster’s stone reads “w.o.
J. Kaster.”10 James’ stone states he was age 58 years
when he died.
Lewis Kaster PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15
Lewis/Louis Kaster is Benjamin and Priscilla
Kaster’s youngest child. He was probably born in
1838, based upon the census dates and the fact he
was a minor at the time of the partition of his father’s
estate. He died 11 January 1894, at age 56.11
Lewis was married at least three times. First he
married Nancy J. Holbrook on 3 November 1859.12
Nancy died less than three years later on 30 June
1862 at age 25 years one month. She is buried in
Blue River Baptist Church Cemetery, Shelby County,
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Indiana.13 Lewis and Nancy are enumerated in the 1860 U.S. Census in the household of Priscilla Kaster.
Lewis Kaster is reported as 21 years old and Nancy as 20. Lewis has real estate valued at $780 and $150 in
personal property.14
Lewis married second Melvina Wickliff on 15 January 1865.15 Melvina died four months later on 12 May
1865 at age 24. She is buried in Liberty Cemetery, Marion Township, Shelby County, and Indiana.16
Eight and one half months later, Lewis and Clara K. Billman married on 22 February 1866.17 “Clara K.” is
likely “Kate”, who is enumerated with James Kaster, Lewis’ brother, in the 1870 U.S. Census.
Lewis is buried in Marion Cemetery, Marion Township, Shelby County.18
The 1870 U.S. Census
James and Lewis lived within close proximity to one another at least at the times of the 1860 and 1870
U.S. Census’. In 1860, Priscilla Kaster, Lewis and Nancy lived next door to James and Harriet. In 1870,
James and Lewis are living within four dwellings of one another.
The 1870 census enumerations for James’ household and Lewis’ household raise significant questions and
dramatically illustrate the need for additional research to understand the proper relationships within the respective families. The enumerations for each household is as follows:
Marion Township, Shelby County, Indiana, Post Office Noah, dwelling 61, family 61:19
Name

Age

Sex

Color

Profession

Value of Real Estate

Value of Personal Property

Castor, Lewis

32

M

W

Farmer

2500

600

Harriet
Arabella
Marshal
Sarah

31
12
10
8

F
F
M
F

W
W
W
W

Keeping House
at Home
at Home
at Home

Amanda
Thomas

4
1

F
M

W
W

at Home
at Home

Marion Township, Shelby County, Indiana, Post Office Noah, dwelling 66, family 66:20
Name

Age

Sex

Color

Profession

Value of Real Estate

Value of Personal Property

Castor, James

34

M

W

Farmer

3200

1000

Kate

29

F

W

Keeping House

Mell
Susan

10
3

M
F

W
W

at Home
at Home

Emma

1

F

W

at Home

If the family researcher looks only that this census, one could conclude that Harriet had become the wife of
Lewis and that they had four children together, since we know from the 1860 census that Arabella is James’ child
with Harriet. One could further conclude that James had remarried Kate and that they had four children together.
However, we need to extend our research further. The 1880 census plus evidence obtained from cemetery
records and court records helps to both clarify these family relationship and to raise additional questions.
Further Evidence
1. Marriage and Death Records
Lewis Kaster and Clara K. Billman were married were 22 February 1866.21 As noted above,
Clara K. is probably “Kate” or “Catharine”.
Researchers have not located any marriage records for James Kaster after the death of Harriet in 1874.
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Marriage records have been located for James’ children Van Franklin Kaster, Amanda E. Kaster, Thomas J.
Kaster, William M. Kaster and Cary E. Kaster.
Marriage records were found for Lewis’ children Melvin Kaster, Sarah F. Kaster, Eliza Kaster, Emma Kaster,
Susan Kaster, and Rebecca J. Kaster.
Death records for Louis Kaster, age 56, Louis Kaster, age 26, and Melvin Kaster, age 34, have been found.
2. 1880 U. S. Census
While CAOA researchers have not found an 1880 census enumeration for Lewis Kaster/Castor in Indiana or
any other state, James was counted in Marion Township, Shelby County, Indiana, as before. This census enumeration states the relationships of the household and significantly helps us in understanding the families.
Shelby County, Marion Township, enumeration district 204, supervisor’s district 3, sheet 5, p. 189, dwelling
43, family 43:22
Name

Color

Sex

Age

Kaster, James

W

M

42

William M.

W

M

19

Amanda

W

F

Thomas

W

Cary E.
Van F.

Relationship

Civil Condition

Profession

“widower”

Farmer

Son

single

Laborer

16

Daughter

single

Keeps House

M

12

Son

single

W

M

10

Son

single

W

M

7

Son

single

3. Will of George Billman23
George Billman made his will on 15 February 1882. He died 18 December 1886.24 His will was proved and
admitted to probate on 17 January 1887. In his will, George names his wife Margaret, his daughters Caroline
Billman, Catharine Kaster, Elizabeth Deprez, Margaret Fox, and his sons Michael and Lewis Billman.
George Billman goes on to name the children of Catharine Billman Kaster: Susan Kaster, Emeline Kaster,
Eliza Kaster, Lewis Kaster, Caroline Kaster, Benjamin Kaster, Elizabeth Kaster, and “a male child of the said
Catharine not yet named…”.
4. Letter from Joseph L. Basey
In an undated letter in CAOA archives, Joseph L. Basey of Shelbyville, IN writes Charles Scholer, Castor
Association of America, that Cary E. Kaster, James’ son, was his grandfather. He remembers his grandfather,
Cary E., talking of Arabella, his older sister. However, he has no memory of a “Harriet C.” He thinks his grandfather referred to his mother as “Hannah”.25
5. Information in CAOA files for James Kaster and Lewis Kaster
The CAOA data files for James Kaster and Lewis Kaster include some intriguing information. These files
were developed from information submitted by CAOA members since the formation of the organization. Unfortunately, some information entered into the files early in the life of the organization is not annotated so we
have no information as to the name of the person who submitted the information or the source from which it
was abstracted. This is true of the information in the James Kaster and Lewis Kaster files.
a. James Kaster apparently had a relationship with a woman named Priscilla Meredith and he is the
father of a daughter named either Sallie B. Meredith or Sallie B. Kaster. Sallie was born about 1868.26
b. Lewis Kaster and his first wife Nancy J. Holbrook were the parents of two children: Mell/Melvin
born about 1860 and Sarah born about 1862. Nancy, their mother, died 30 June 1862 (see endnote 13).27
c. Rebecca J. Kaster is named as a child of Lewis Kaster and Clara K. (Kate) Billman Kaster.28
George Billman, in his will, does not mention Rebecca J. Kaster as a child of his daughter Catharine although
all of Catharine’s other children are specifically named. Rebecca J. Kaster married Joseph V. Moore 28 January 1891 in Shelby County.29
6. The Daily Republican, Shelby County, Indiana Miscellaneous Information extracted by Barbara Huff
a. A notice for Tuesday, 4 December 1888, announced that Emma Debaun, wife of John M. Debaun,
died of consumption at the home of her father, Louis Caster, on Monday evening. She was age 20 and buried
in Snider Cemetery.30
b. An announcement on Friday, 7 September 1888, said that Marshall Caster, aged 28 years, died at
his home of typhoid fever on Thursday. He was buried in Gaines Cemetery.31
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Deconstructing the 1870 Census and building
two families
We have additional evidence that shows that the
snapshot of James and Lewis families recorded in
the 1870 census is misleading at best and at worst
can lead the unsuspecting family historian to erroneous conclusions. By applying the additional evidence
of the 1880 census for James, George Billman’s will,
and the marriage record for Lewis and Clara K. Billman, we can begin to make sense of this information.
First, we know from the marriage record, that
Lewis Kaster and Clara K. Billman were married in
February 1866.
Second, we know from the 1860 census that
James and Harriet C. Kaster had a daughter Arabella, age 2.
Third, we have found no other marriage record for
James Kaster, leading to the conclusion that he was
married only once, to Harriet. Additionally, a search
of the cemetery records for Shelby County does not
show any other wife for James Kaster.
Fourth, we have the children of Catharine Kaster
named by George Billman.
We can draw the following conclusions of the
1870 census, based on the information we have:
Harriet is James’ wife even though she is counted
in Lewis’ household.
Arabella is the daughter of James and Harriet,
although she is counted in Lewis’ household.
Kate is Catharine Kaster, daughter of George Billman, and Lewis’ wife, although she is counted
in James’ household.
Susan, 3, and Emma, 1, are Kate’s and Lewis’
children, not James’.
Amanda and Thomas are James’ children, not
Lewis’.
Marshall, 10, M, W, counted in Lewis’ household,
in James’ son and is William M., age 19, in
James’ household in the 1880 census.
Mell, M, W, age 10, in James’ household in the
1870 census is Lewis’ son Melvin with his first
wife Nancy J. Holbrook.
Sarah, age 8, appears only once in the records,
the 1870 census, where she is recorded in
Lewis’ household. It should be pointed out that
Sarah also fits into James’ family if one looks at
the children’s ages and the marriage and death
dates of Lewis’ wives. The fact that in the 1870
census she is also listed with Harriet C as her
mother is a good indication that she is James
and Harriet’s third child, following Arabella, 12,
and Marshall, 10.
Emma and Emeline Kaster is the same person.
This is demonstrated by the notice in The Daily

Republican, 4 December 1888, and George
Billman’s will.
Eliza Kaster and Elizabeth Kaster are NOT the
same person. George Billman’s will specifically
mentions Eliza Kaster and Elizabeth Kaster
among the children of his daughter Catharine
Kaster.
Therefore, we can construct the following households for Lewis and James in 1870:
James’ household
James, age 34
Harriet, age 31
Arabella, age 12
Marshall (see William M., 1880 census), age 10
Sarah, age 8
Amanda, age 4
Thomas, age 1

Lewis’ household
Lewis, age 32
Kate (Clara K. Billman Kaster), age 29
Mell, age 10
Susan, age 3
Emma (or Emeline), age 1
The known families of James Kaster and Lewis
Kaster
Using both the census information and evidence
from other sources, it is possible to construct the
families of James Kaster and his brother Lewis
Kaster.
James’ family
James, ca 1836-1895
Harriet, ca 1838-1874
Arabella, b. ca 1858
William M., ca 1860 – 1888
Sarah F., ca 1862
Amanda, b. ca 1864
Thomas, b. ca 1867
Cary E., 1871-194732
Van F., 1873-190533
(Researchers have located no information for
Sallie B. Kaster or Sallie B. Meredith, the child of
Priscilla Meredith and James Kaster noted in the
CAOA file for James.)
Lewis’ family
Lewis, ca 1838 - 1894
Kate/Catharine/Clara K.
Melvin, ca 1860-189434
Susan, ca 1867
Emma/Emeline, ca 1869
Eliza, ca 1871
Rebecca J., ca 1873
Lewis/Louis, ca 1875 – 189835
Caroline, ca 1877
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Benjamin, ca 1879
Elizabeth, ca 1881
Unknown boy, 1882
(The children of Lewis and Catharine Billman are
named in the will of George Billman, dated 15 February 1882. They were married 22 February 1866. It
appears, based on the census and the will, that the
children were spaced roughly every two to three
years. Estimated birth dates are listed for these children, following the birth order in the will.)
Summary
The confusing 1870 census for brothers James
and Lewis Kaster would lead the unsuspecting family
researcher to erroneous conclusions concerning the
wives and children of each man. However, by looking
at as much evidence as could be found from existing
records, it is possible to construct a family structure
that is likely very accurate for James and nearly complete for Lewis. As family historians we are again reminded that the census records are only a snapshot,
and at times a very out of focus one, of a household
on Census Day. It is essential to look for collaborating
evidence to develop a reasonably accurate picture of
the family.
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Another Family Member Located
Judy Geisler j.geisler@sbcglobal.net

One never knows what is going to happen when one joins the Castor Association. I’m not sure what my

George Voorheese Caster family home, in Lapel,
Indiana. Photo taken 9 September 1906.

expectations were, beyond the general objective of filling out my family tree.
I joined this summer. When I received my membership directory, I
read it. And there was this one member. . .
I’d been wondering why and when my great-grandfather,
George Voorhees Castor, and his family moved from Indiana to Florida. I asked my uncle, Wayne Castor (our patriarch) but he didn’t know. He had actually known George V.
. . .this member lived in Florida and her first name was Garnet.
George V had a daughter named Garnet and I never heard the name
outside our family. I thought about it for a while and sent her an email.
I was right--Garnet answered my email the same day! In her first
email she answered both of my questions, and much more. We have
started a delightful correspondence. I only hope I have been able to
give her a fraction of the information she has given me. (I ask too

many questions.)
But there’s more, actually much more. I told my Uncle Wayne I had been in touch with Garnet and he was
thrilled. It turned out he had been trying to contact our Florida relatives for some time. Garnet and Uncle Wayne
have now talked on the phone. I feel that if this is the only reason I got involved in genealogy, it is enough.
To me, this is what genealogy is about--reuniting families, both living and dead.
Here are my great grandparents, George V and Marietta Eliza (Gunyan) and their children in front of the family
home in Lapel, IN September 9, 1906. I would love to know if the house is still standing.

Standing left to right: Garnet (3rd child) , Vivian (5th child) , Joe Dallas (2nd child) , Hazel (4th child) and Lura (1st child)
Seated left to right: Marietta, Zillah (6th child) , George Voorhees Caster (JC.0.01.06.06)
Note: Joe Dallas is the grandfather of Judith Geisler and Zillah is the mother of Garnet Menges Miller, who
was named after her Aunt Garnet.
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Walter Ray Custer WR.0.01.11.01
From the Archives Photographs by Patricia Castor
alter Ray Custer was born on 12 June 1880 in Hill City,
Graham County, Kansas. He is the son of Arnold and
Lydia (Cook) Custer. In 1904 he married Mae Thornton in Hill City.
She was born on 10 October 1882. She is the daughter of Eli and
Lucinda (Hunt) Thornton.
They lived in Osage County, Kansas. In 1929, they moved to
near Kuna, Ada County, Idaho. In 1943 they moved further west to
Albany, Linn County, Oregon. Walter was a farmer. Walter died
24 November 1944 at Albany. Mae died 15 May 1975 at Coquille,
Oregon. They were buried at St John's Cemetery, Albany, Oregon.
Lydia Custer 1863-1951
Their children:
1. Denzil Lorean Custer was born 19 December 1905 at Hill City, Kansas. He married Joycelyn Watson on 29
November 1931 in Caldwell, Canyon County, Idaho.
2. Avery Carroll Custer was born 19 August 1907 in Hill City. He married on 15 August 1929, Genevieve
Beecher at Salina, Saline County, Kansas.
3. Leora Alene Custer was born 17 November 1912 in Osage City, Kansas. She married David C Gillespie. She
died 11 March 1976 at Coquille, Coos County, Oregon.
4. Darrell Lavay Custer was born 13 March 1915 in Lenora, Norton County, Kansas. He married Marian Leta
Ward at Hawthorne, California.

W

Walter R. Custer 1880-1944

Mae Custer 1882-1975

D

enzil Lorean Custer was born 19 December 1905 in Hill City, Kansas. He married Joycelyn Watson on
29 November 1931 in Caldwell, Canyon County, Idaho. She was born on 15 September 1911 in Hymera,
Indiana. Her parents are Jesse W and Sarah E (Vanderpool)
Watson.
They lived near Kuna, Ada County, Idaho and in 1942 moved to
Albany, Oregon. Denzil owned a restaurant in Albany. His
wife Joycelyn died 24 June 1977 at Corvallis, Oregon she was
buried at St John's Cemetery, Albany, Oregon. Denzil married
a second time in 1980. His new wife is Mable Geizler. They had
two children, Lawrence Ray and Betty Jean.
Source: letter Mrs Betty
Custer Davis -- 5 & 16 Dec

Joycelyn 1914—1977 Custer Denzil 1905-//

Several years ago, I was visiting some friends in Albany, Oregon and she
and I walked the cemeteries. When I saw the sign for a Jewish Cemetery I
wasn’t inclined to go in because I assumed that none of my people or the
Castors would be buried in a Jewish Cemetery. My friend pulled in anyway
and to my surprise I found the above headstones. It seems that St. John’s
Cemetery became the Waverly Jewish Cemetery.
Patricia
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HBK.0.05.0? Sarah Kuster Dock 1838-1917
Photo of my Second Great-Grandmother Sarah
Kuster Dock (d/o John and Magdalena of Union
County, Pennsylvania, wife of William Dock) 18381917, her granddaughter (my grand aunt) May Grove
Vanatta 1893-1956, May's daughter Mabel Vanatta
Henshaw 1914-2002, and Sarah's daughter (my
great-grandmother) Margaret Dock Grove (wife of
Norman Grove) 1870-1918.
I'd love to hear from any other descendants.
Kathy Satteson, Milton, PA
From the Archives
Children of John and Magdalena Keister
1. Louise Keister born about 1837.
2. Sarah Keister born about 1838.
3. Catharine Keister born about 1840.
4. Jullian Keister born about 1842.
5. John A. Keister born June 1845; married Mary //
6. Mary Amanda Keister born about 1847.

L-R Sarah (Kuster) Dock, May (Grove) Vanatta, Margaret (Dock)
Grove, and young Mabel (Vanatta) Henshaw
(The photo was given to me by my Uncle Fred Satteson—Kathy)

JC.0.09 James and Susannah (Castor) French Family

Thanks to Christy Tubbs for sharing these photos with us.

James French (father)

Standing Left to Right: Amanda McCormick, James French, Louise Joyce, Sarah Garnes, Caroline Bevington, Elizabeth Kelly
Sitting Left to Right: Margaret Hanna, Robertson French, Daniel French, Jane Poulson, John French, Susannah (Castor) French
(mother) Note: Also on the back of the photo is: Robertson French—1st male child born in Millersburg.
Thanks to Christy Tubbs for sharing these photos with us.
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Thanks to Mary-Margaret Ward for these records

County

Groom

Bride

Marr Date Bk

Pg LIDDID

James Kaster and his Children PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14
Decatur Castor, James

Brown, Catharine

22 Nov 1856

Shelby

Kaster, William M.

Gatewood, Jesse May

Shelby

Kaster, Thomas J.

Town, Eva

Shelby

Kaster, Cary E.

Shelby

Kaster, Van Franklin

H

333 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14

6 Nov 1884 12

448 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14.02

17 Aug 1889 13

456 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14.04

Young, Viola Mae

9-May-1907 18

564 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14.05

Rhodes, Selesta

3 Jan 1891 14

60 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.14.06 *

Lewis Kaster's Children PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15
Shelby

Kaster, Melvin

Vice, Lily

30 Aug 1883 12

287 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.01

Shelby

Sheppel, George W.

Kaster, Amanda E.

15 Aug 1881 12

16 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.03

Shelby

Greenup, James L.

Kaster, Susan

11 Aug 1885 12

533 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.04

Shelby

Debaum, John M.

Kaster, Emma

29 Aug 1884 12

417 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.05

Shelby

Debaum, George w.

Kaster, Eliza

3 Jan 1889 13

374 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.06

Shelby

Moore, Joseph U.

Kaster, Rebecca J.

28 Jan 1891 14

66 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.07

Possibly Lewis's daughter PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.15.02
Shelby

Jordan, James B.

Kaster, Sarah F.

9 June 1878 11

160

Shelby

Hauk, Maxwell b.

Kaster, Sarah J.

17 Oct 1878 11

212

Shelby

Cook, Lewis

Kaster, Sarah F.

4 Feb 1881 11

542

Possible daughter of Benjamin and Miineva (Whitehead) Kaster PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.06.05
Shelby

Bassett, Wiliam

Kaster, Sarah F.

23 Nov 1875 10

419

Other Benjamin Kaster/Caster descendants PK.0.01.01.11
Shelby

Kaster, Elbert V.

Winkler, Mattie [Hinds]

20 Aug 1891 13

374 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.01.02.02

Shelby

Kaster, Bert

Gray, Jessie M.

20 Feb 1901 16

270 PK.0.01.01.11.01.02.09.01.03

Shelby

Kaster, Anderson

Hill, Delfina

9 Oct 1879 11

345 PK.0.01.01.11.01.01.06.01

Decatur Caster, Benjamin

Daugherty, Rhoda

9 Apr 1856

H

276 PK.0.01.01.11.04.02.07 (1st)

Decatur Caster, Benjamin

Whittiker, Martha J.

4 Sept 1873

K

157 PK.0.01.01.11.04.02.07 (2nd)

Decatur Castor, Lorenzo D.

Cain, Sarah E.

28 Feb 1865

K

376 PK.0.01.01.11.04.02.11 (2nd)

Decatur Caster, John

Price, Rachel A.

21 Nov 1869

J

384 PK.0.01.01.11.08.03.01

Decatur Colson, William

Castor, Catharine

13 Mar 1870

J

410 PK.0.01.01.11.08.03.04

Decatur Colson, Frank P.

Castor, Ellen

30 Jan 1877

K

464 PK.0.01.01.11.08.03.05

Not identified
Shelby

Wilkinson, John E.

Kaster, Jessie M.

18 Jan 1893 14

346

Shelby

Debaum, Lewis

Kaster, Ida M.

11 Mar 1902 16

438

Shelby

Warner, John H.

Kaster, Lillie May

11 July 1894 56

Shelby

Ball, Charles

Kaster, Eva

25-Aug-1909 53

Shelby

Kaster, Benjamin P.

Town, Mary

23 Dec 1881 12

78

Shelby

Collins, Harry

Kaster, Anna L.

18 Mar 1900 16

168

Shelby

Cross, Vernon T.

Kaster, Corda

19-May-1913 21

365

Shelby

Wright, Jesse E.

Kaster, Ella L.

8-Feb-1917 23

193

Shelby

Gaines, George C.

Kaster, Emily J.

3 Dec 1867

9

75

Decatur Castor, Robert

Patton, Mary H.

3 July 1867

J

147

Decatur Kastor, Harmon H.

Rehling, Mina

18 May 1876

K

395

* Date of License

699

.
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John A. Kister HI.0.0?.05.02.07.02
The gentleman whose name forms the caption of
this biography did not feel the call of the unseen
wanderlust in his youth like so many boys, who become impatient to leave their parental rooftree and
seek uncertain fortunes in distant lands, but he was
content to remain in his native vicinity, which he has
see develop in a wonderful manner during the past
half century.
The birth of John A. Kister occurred on October 7,
1830 in Millbrook, Wayne county. He is the son of
George C. and Mary Ann (Smith) Kister, the former
a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Virginia,
each representing fine old families. The paternal
grandparents lived and died in the old Keystone
state, while the maternal grandparents, John Smith
and wife came to Millbrook, Ohio, where Mr. Smith
followed his trade of carpenter and reared a family
of boys, all of whom, to some extent, followed the
same trade.
Here John Smith lived until his death. His son, R.
H. Smith was a soldier during the Civil war. A
brother, R. H. Smith lived in Virginia during the war
and was a strong Union man.
George C. Keister, father of John A. was educated
in Pennsylvania. In 1833, he came to Wayne
county, Ohio on foot, and settled in Millbrook, where
he followed working on a farm, later becoming a distiller. He was a Republican and a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church and led a quiet life. His
family consisted of three daughters and one son.
John A. Kister was educated in Millbrook schools
and at Smithville and Shreve academies. He applied himself very carefully to his studies and received a good education. After leaving school he
devoted himself to the trade of millwright. In 1880 he
began the manufacture of some specialties in mill
machinery and he has built up an extensive local
business. He is associated with two of his sons and
they operate a chop mill and cider press having the
reputation as the best makers of corn meal in
Wayne county and they enjoy a liberal patronage
throughout this vicinity.
Something of the natural inventive talent of the
subject is learned from the fact that he has invented
several excellent machines for milling. In the early

eighties he patented a “middlings purifier,” which has
been extensively used by mill men, and to some extent he has continued the manufacture of his inventions. He has prospered in a financial way owing to
his close attention to his business and he is the
owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and seventy acres, one-half mile west of Millbrook. He has
managed this in a very skillful manner, rotating his
crops and employing all the up-to-date methods of
farming, until he has one of the choice farms of the
township. He has a modern dwelling and substantial
outbuildings.
Mr. Kister was married on January 15, 1879 to
Emily Samis, who was born in Canada, the daughter
of James Samis, a Baptist minister and a prominent
man in his community. To Mr. and Mrs. John A.
Kister the following children have been born: Melvis
S., who was a member of Company H, Eighth Regiment Ohio Infantry, who took part in the Cuba campaign during the Spanish-America war. Later he
went to the Philippine Islands and was a recruit in the
Twelfth United States Infantry. He made an excellent
soldier and on a return trip home, en route from Manila to San Francisco, he died on the Pacific ocean of
a chronic disease contracted in the tropics, and he
was brought to Millbrook, Ohio, where he was buried.
The other children are Guy S. is living at home and is
in business with his father; James L. has also remained with his father; Mabel M. is living at home.
The father and the two sons work together in the
shop and in the millwright business. They have been
very successful in all their undertakings. Mrs. J.
Kister died September 10, 1898 and was buried in
Millbrook cemetery. She was a member of the Baptist church.
Fraternally, Mr. Kister is a member of the Free and
Accepted Masons, the chapter and the council. He is
a Republican in politics. He has always taken more
or less interest in the affairs of his country and he is
now a member of the board of education, having accepted the place three different times.
History of Wayne County, Ohio Vol II
1910 B. F. Bower & Company
Indianapolis, Indiana

See News Caster Vol. XXII No. 4, December 2004 for more information on John A. Kister and the Kister Mill.
There is an error in the Kister Mill article because it states the John A. who purchased the mill in 1881 is the
father of George C. and it is the other way around. In December 2004, we did not know who George C.’s father
was. After some digging into the records and analyzing the data I have come to the conclusion that George
C.’s father is John A. Kister born in 1786 in Newberry, York County Pennsylvania and died in 1789. His mother
was Susanna Tates who was born c 1788. Patricia Caster CAOA Archive Coordinator
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Five Sons of John Caster Jr. Serve in the Civil War
Patricia Caster

I

n February of this year there was an email on
the Castor-L mail-list that gave information on
some Castor’s from Daviess County, Missouri, that
served in the Civil War. The names all looked familiar to me, “Reason, George W., Robert, Josephus
and William P.”
Reason and George W. served in Cox's Battalion Six Months Militia (aka) 2nd Battalion Missouri State Militia Infantry. ("Cox's"). It was organized and mustered in at Cameron, Clinton County,
Missouri for six months duty starting on September
11, 1861. Their duty was to scout in Clinton, DeKalb,
Caldwell and Daviess Counties till March 1862. The
unit mustered out on March 14, 1862
Reason and Josephus served in the 1st Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry which was organized in Missouri from February 3 to April 9, 1862.
Companies "A" and "B" in Davies County, Company
"C" in Sullivan County, "D" in Putnam County, "E" in
Gentry County, "F" in Linn County, "H" in DeKalb
County, "I" in Harrison County and "K" in Lundy
County. Company "L" organized In Andrew and Buchanan Counties and attached in May of 1863. Company "M" organized in Worth and Gentry Counties
and attached in July of1863.
George W., Robert and William P. served in the
33rd Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia where
their duty was in the 7th Military District, Skirmishes
near Cravensville, Panther Creek, Walnut Creek and
Sear's Ford on the Chariton August 5-9, 1962. Operations in Western Missouri July 6-30, 1864. Skirmishes near Camden Point and Union Mills July 22.
Operations against Price September and October.
Albany October 26.
Reason Castor Gallatin, Daviess County MO
MUSTERED IN on 5 Feb 1862 in Gallatin, Daviess
Co., MO
CASTOR, Reason, Cox's Battalion Six Months
Militia, Company A
CASTOR, Reason, 1st Regiment Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, Company B [Union]
[Mustered out on 1 Apr 1864 for disability]

B; Corp. George W. CASTOR enrolled on
Sept 18, 1861, hon. discharged March 14,
1862
George W. Castor Gallatin, Daviess County, MO
CASTOR, George W., 33rd Reg't E.M.M.
Co. G., Rank Pvt. under Capt. A. B. Vickers,
Enrolled on July 28, 1862 in Gallatin; Ordered late active service July 28, 1862, relieved from duty Apr 30, 1863, No. Days
actual service: 123.
CASTOR, George W., 33 Reg't E.M.M. Co.
A, Rank: Corp. Enrolled and organized July
28, 1862 in Gallatin. Ordered late active service Sept 26, 1864 in Hamilton under Maj.
McDonald. Relieved from duty Nov. 25,
1864 by Gen. Gray [?].
JC.0.06.10 George Washington Caster was born
on 2 February 1839 in Holmes County, Ohio. He died
11 July 1899.
(In the archives we do have the military records for
George Washington Castor. He is not the George W.
listed above.
JC.0.11.07 George Washington Caster was born 28
June 1841 in Hamilton County, Indiana, son of
Sampson and Elizabeth (Knowl) Caster. He died 26
February 1905 in New Hampton, Harrison County,
Missouri. George served in the Civil War from 23
April 1862 to 21 April 1865 as a Private in Company
E, 1st Regiment of Missouri State Militia Cavalry. His
horse was shot from under him while on a patrol.
During his service, he contracted typhoid fever. He
later received a pension.)
Josephus Castor Gallatin, Daviess County, MO
CASTOR, Josephus, age 28, Rank Pvt, Co.
B. in 1 Reg't Cav, M.S.M., under Capt.
Goodbrake. Enlisted Feb 5, 1862, Gallatin,
MO. Made Corp. on Oct 25, 1864; Mustered
out Feb 12, 1865 in St. Louis, MO.
JC.0.06.08 Josephus Castor was born about
1832 in Ohio.

JC.0.06.02 Reason Castor was born 2 November
1819 in Ohio He died 2 November 1911.
George W. Castor Cameron, Clinton County, MO
CASTOR, George W., under McGee's Command, Cox's Battalion Six Months Militia, Co.
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Robert Castor Gallatin, Daviess County, MO
CASTOR, Robert, enrolled and organized in
the 33 Reg. Enrolled Mo. Militia, Co. A, in
Gallatin, MO; Ordered into active service Sept
26 1862 at Hamilton, MO. Relieved from duty
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Nov. 25, 1862 by Gen. Craig.

(Continued from page 68)

CASTOR, Robert, ordered into active service 33
Reg. Enrolled Mo. Militia, Co. G on July 26, 1862
at Gallatin, MO. Relieved from duty Apr 20, 1863.
123 days of active service.
JC.0.06.03 Robert Castor Sr. born 28 February 1822 in
Ohio He died 12 February 1888.
William P. Castor Gallatin, Daviess County, MO
CASTOR, Wm. P., Rank Pvt., in the 33 Reg.
Enrolled Mo. Militia, Co. G, under Capt. A. B.
Vickers. Enrolled July 28, 1862 in Gallatin, ordered late active service July 25, 1862 in
Gallatin, relieved from duty Apr 30, 1863. Total
days actual service: 59.
CASTOR, Wm. P., Rank Pvt., in the 33 Reg.
Enrolled Mo. Militia, Co. A, Enrolled July 28,
1862 in Gallatin, ordered late active service Oct
2 *, 1862 in Hamilton by Maj. McDonald, relieved from duty Oct 31, 1862 by Lt. Col. Cox.
JC.0.06.09 William P Castor was born 2 March 1837 in
Ohio He died 24 May 1900.
Records found in the 1860 census for Missouri support
the five of the sons of John and Elizabeth (Bell) Caster
Jr., Reason, George W., Robert, Josephus and William
P. served in the Civil War. We have no records to show
that these are the matches. If you have any information
or have copies their military records I would appreciate
you sending me a copy.

From Doris Locke of the Genealogy Society of Vallejo-Benicia
—Here is a little math that I got from my engineer son. If you
are interested in how much of some particular nationality you
are, count the generations. Then use this chart. The chart will
be accurate as long as no other people of the same nationality
slip in there.
1 generation = 1/2 parts
2 generations = 1/4 parts
3 generations = 1/8 parts
4 generations = 1/16 parts
5 generations = 1/32 parts
6 generations = 1/64 parts
7 generations = 1/128 parts
8 generations = 1/256 parts
9 generations = 1/512 parts
10 generations = 1/1024 parts
11 generations = 1/2048 parts
12 generations = 1/4096 parts
13 generations = 1/8192 parts
14 generations = 1/16384 parts
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tional Archives micropublication T9 roll 310.
23. George Billman will (1887), Shelby County
Will Book 2:147, Shelby County Clerk’s Office, P.O.
Box 198, Shelbyville, IN 46176.
24. Shelby County, Indiana Genealogical Society, compiler, Marion Township Shelby County,
Indiana Cemeteries, 8.
25. Letter from Joseph L. Basey (Shelbyville,
Indiana) to Charles Scholer, Castor Association of
America, undated, held in November 2005 by Archives of Castor Association of America, P. O. Box
955, Windsor, CA 95492-0955. (This letter was
written in the 1980s when Mr. Scholer was president of the Castor Association. It infers that the
book, Benjamin Castor 1741-1826 and Descendants, published in 1984, had been recently issued.)
26. James Kaster file, Castor Association of
America Archives, P. O. Box 955, Windsor, CA
95492-0955.
27. Lewis Kaster file, Castor Association of
America Archives, P. O. Box 955, Windsor, CA
95492-0955.
28. Ibid.
29. Works Progress Administration (Indiana),
Index to Marriage Records.
30. Barbara Huff, compiler, The Daily Republican Shelby County, Indiana Miscellaneous Information (Shelbyville, IN: privately published, 1997),
232.
31. Ibid., 188.
32. Shelby County, Indiana Genealogical Society, compiler, Marion Township Shelby County,
Indiana Cemeteries, 8.
33. Ibid., 14.
34. Indiana Deaths, 1882-1920. Various Indiana death records indexed by the Indiana Works
Projects Administration circa 1938-1941.
Downloaded from Ancestry.com 5 November 2005.
“Melvin Kaster Sept 29, 1894 Near Marion 34 yr.
Male W

Source location: County Health Office, Shelbyville
Source notes: The source of this records is the
book H-21 on page 7 within the series produced by
the Indiana Works Progress Administration.”
35. Ibid.
“Louis Castor Dec 02, 1898 Shelbyville 26 yr. Male W

Source location: City Health Office, Shelbyville
Source notes: The source of this record is the
book CH-1 on page 229 within the series produced
by the Indiana Works Progress Administration.”

See page 72 for Indiana Marriage Records
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Member Contributions
From Diane Weston
Permission to share it received from Jack Williams the author
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Member Contributions
From Carol Warren
Biographical Information from Soldiers and Patriots Biographical
Album Illinois; Published 1892
Union Veteran Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois

From Barbara and Elston Ketels and Terry O’Connor
The Des Moines Register GC
October 31, 2005 Page 5B

WILLIAM C. CUSTER PK.0.01.01.06.08.04.04
Custer, Lieut. W. C. of Homer, Ill. was born near
Washington Court House, Ohio, Jan. 8, 1841, a son
of Jacob M. and Elizabeth (Ocheltree) Custer, natives of Va. In 1843 his parents moved to Ill. settling
upon a farm in the neighborhood of the present town
of Homer, where they became engaged in the hotel
business, but soon again returned to the farm.
The father died in 1865. Our subject enlisted August 10, 1861 in Co. F. 26th Ill. Vol. Inf. and became
one of the noncommisssioned officers. In Oct. 1864
he was appointed 2nd Lieut. and subsequently commissioned as such.
He was mustered out at Louisville, and discharged
at Springfield on June 28, 1865 after a service of
over 4 years.
Lt. Custer brought a young black youth home with
him from Georgia and educated him. His name is
Wiley Jones; he now resides in Homer, having married one of his own race.
Lieut. Custer's brother, James F. died before he
could enlist. His brother, John M. enlisted but
served only a short time when he was taken sick and
discharged. Lieut. Custer married in 1870 to Maria
L. Noble.

ERNEST E. CUSTER-Paducah, Kentucky
Ernest E. Custer, 61, of Paducah, KY, passed away
Friday morning, October 28, 2005, at Vanderbilt medical Center in Nashville, TN, Mr. Custer, a native of Des
Moines, retired after an extensive career in tire manufacturing with his last position being Production Manager of the Continental General Tire Plant in Mayfield,
K.Y. He was a veteran of the 82nd Airborne Division of
the U.S. Army and served as a volunteer for Lourdes
Hospice in Paducah.
He is survived by his wife, Zelma "Zee" of Paducah;
one daughter, Christy (Ed) Mooney of Dix, Ill; two stepsons, Jay (Sarah) Ballard of Nashville, TN and Toby
(Bethanie) Ballard of Columbus Falls, MT; his parents,
Wyatt and Doris Custer; two sisters, Wyetta (Butch)
Hammer, and Della (Dan) McConkey, all of Des
Moines; great-grandchildren, Chris and Emily Poteet;
and step-grandson, Ryan Mooney, all of Dix, Ill.
He was preceded in death by his former wife of 30
years, Kathy.
Memorial services will be at Lone Oak Chapel of
Milner and Orr Funeral Home at 11 a.m. Saturday, November 5. The family will receive friends from 10 a.m.
until 11 a.m. before the memorial service.
Memorial services will be held at a later date in the

From Dennis Boyer

Elizabeth Alice Castor JC.0.03.06
Betsy Alice Jackson, daughter of Robert and Sarah Castor, was born near Winton, Daviss Co., Mo. June 13,
1860, and departed this life April 30, 1951, at the home of her daughter in Overland, St. Louis County, Mo., after
an illness of four months and 17 days.
She was united in marriage to David Jackson Nov. 17, 1881 in or near Gentry Co., Mo. To this union 5 children were born. Her husband and two children preceded her in death.
She leaves to mourn her passing two daughters, and one son -- Mrs. Lulu Mitchell of Visalia, California; Mrs.
Celia Nickels of Overland, Mo., and Olzy Jackson of Breckenridge, Mo.; 16 grandchildren, a number of greatgrandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; on sister, Mollie Marksberry, of Prescott, Ariz., besides a host of
other relatives and friends.
She was converted and united with Idumea Baptist Church in 1910 and lived a faithful Christian life. After the
passing of her husband she lived alone on the farm near Laquey, Mo., most of the past 13 years. The remaining few months of her life was spent with her daughter in Overland, having been brought there the 23rd of Dec.,
1950, because of ill health. She bore her suffering without complaint and often gave thanks to the Lord for the
many blessings she received.
Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Virgil Manes at the Idumean Baptist Church Saturday afternoon
May 5, 1951, with burial in Idumea cemetery. Temple service.
From Terry O’Connor

The Des Moines Register GC June 15 2004 page 5B

LARRY KASTER-Kansas City, Kansas
Larry Kaster passed away June 11, 2004. Services are 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 15 at Thomas Lange Funeral Home in Centerville. Memorials can be made to Central Auto Racing Boosters or the American Diabetes
Association.
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From the President

H

oliday Greetings to all of our members!
As I send these sentiments for the last time as your President, I look back at what we have accomplished
during the past two years.
We have pushed forward with our research and are in the process of organizing our archives so that we can
make backup copies.
We have gained sixteen new members and had three former members return, so we are in good shape, member-wise and financially, thanks to the efforts of Joe Lacy, our Treasurer.
Our News Caster Editor, Bruce Black, has done an outstanding job as have all the members of the Board.
Archivist Patricia Caster continues to amaze me with the amount of research she has been able to accomplish. I don't know how she does it!
Mary-Margaret Ward is making great progress with our Benjamin book.
Gary Custer does a wonderful job with the membership list and address labels for the News Caster.
I wish I could say that all of the membership is actively participating in the business of the Association, but
sadly, as is the case in many organizations, only a few step forward to do the work. As it stands, there will be no
President of CAOA for the next two years. All of the present Board members are stretched to the maximum and
cannot take on the additional duties of President and there is no way that I can continue, there are simply not
enough days in the week for me to be able to properly conduct the duties of President along with other demands
on my time.
I hope that someone will step up and volunteer to run for President. Perhaps one of our new members would
like to help out in this situation.
On a more cheerful note, I have been very pleased with the turn-outs to the regional get-togethers that we who
live here in Florida have held. We have had five reunions with as many as ten attendees. I only wish that other
regions would follow suit. It's not difficult, just look in your membership directory and call or email nearby
"cousins" and meet for lunch somewhere. I have never met a nicer group of people than those who are members
of CAOA and I am sure you all would find this to be true if you would just get out and meet each other.

Buck Custer

CAOA Archives duplication Project Report

T

he Charter of the Castor Association of America (CAOA) requires that the Archive Files be duplicated
and stored in separate locations. Recent weather events has made more evident the necessity of maintaining separate archive file locations.
At the first meeting it was decided that the first step is to sort, organize and review the Archive Files. The
"Archives Duplication Project" team members first met in Vallejo, California, on Saturday, September 24, 2005
at Patricia Caster's home, where the Archive files are located. Those in attendance were: Patricia Caster, Mary
Margaret Ward, Judy Geisler, Eleanor and Alton Sissell. Alton accepted the lead role as coordinator of the Archives Duplication Project. We completed 30 man-hours of work
The first work day was, Saturday, October 15. Jack Castor attended the work day, in addition to those people listed. We organized into teams: sorting files into family groups, finding the family group number, and entering data into 'The Master Genealogist' computer program and filing the records into the appropriate files. We
completed 42 man-hours of work
The second work day was, Saturday, November 19. Jack was excused, due to illness. All others above,
came and we completed 48 man-hours of work. We have completed organization of 45% of the vertical file
cabinet. We completed 48 man-hours of work
We enjoyed fine "pot luck" lunches with everyone bringing a favorite food item. All who have come to help
have departed with a wealth of new knowledge about the Kuster family, and all derivates of the surname . Our
next work date is January 21, 2006 at 8:00AM. If you would like to assist, please contact Alton Sissell at
asissell@pacbell.net or (916) 988-1125. We will be doing the work at Patricia's home in Vallejo, California.

Alton Sissell
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Member Contributions
Hagerman, Idaho ... Shirley LaRae Arriaga
Shirley LaRae Arriaga, a 65-year-old Hagerman resident, passed away Monday, April 5, 2004, at her
home following a courageous battle with cancer.
Shirley was born in Shoshone, Idaho, to Orville and
Elaine Caster, the oldest of four children. The family
moved to the Glenns Ferry area in 1952 and later
settled in Hagerman where Shirley spent her high
school years and graduated in 1957.
Shirley met and married Elden Arriaga in 1957 where
they chose Hagerman to be their family's home. For
many years, Shirley helped work the family farm in
Tuttle, raise her and Eldens' four children and also
became known as a beautiful seamstress, making
anything from wedding dresses to warm-up suits for
local area high school teams.
Shirley was very active in the community, she was a
4-H leader along with her husband for over 10 years,
drove school bus for the Hagerman School District for
as many and was very involved with her children's
and grandchildren's activities. She could always be
found at one sporting event or another.
Shirley changed careers after her children graduated
and became a cook and later a waitress for Frog's
Lily Pad and stayed when it became the Snake River
Grill. She enjoyed many friendships with people
throughout the Magic Valley and was especially comforted by her friends Krista Merrill, Kirt and Carol Martin, all of her co-workers and so many more.
Shirley is survived by her husband, Elden; children,
Vickie (Bob) Braun of Meridian, Rick (Lynn) Arriaga,
Christine Miller and Brett (Michele) Arriaga, all of
Hagerman; nine grandchildren; her mother Elaine
(Caster) LaGrange; brothers, Sonny (Janet) Caster,
Ron Caster; and one sister, Mary (Dirk) Jackson.
Shirley was preceded in death by her father, Orville
Caster.
A celebration of life will be held from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
April 18, 2004, at the Hagerman American Legion
Hall, catered by the Snake River Grill.
The family requests that memorials be given to the
Hagerman Alumni Association, Box 495, Hagerman,
ID 83332.
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The Times --Twin Falls, Idaho

Merry Christmas
Everyone

The News Caster is published quarterly by the
Castor Association of America. Past issues may
be ordered from the Treasurer for $5 an issue.

http://www.caoa-gen.org
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2006 is Fast Approaching!
Check the mail label below to see when your membership expires. If it is 2007 or more
you don’t need to send in your dues. If it is 2006 you can send in a check to stay one year
ahead. If it is 2005 your membership will expire on 1 January 2006. Dues are $15/year
The Editor welcomes original articles from members of the association. Articles may be submitted via email in electronic format, by
disk and or typewritten. Pictures and documentation are welcomed. Please include sources and references. Proof is essential to
good research. All materials submitted for publication are subject to editing. Every effort will be made to publish accurate material.
The Castor Association of America and the editorial staff assumes no responsibility for errors of fact or judgment on the part of the
contributors, nor are they responsible for the publishing rights of the contributed materials.

Please ask before you use it All material published by the Castor Association of America including the News Caster, information on the
CAOA web site, books, or materials in any other form, including materials developed from the CAOA Archives, may be used only with the
express written Permission of the Castor Association of America.
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